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Small Group Outline for week of February 28, 2021 
1 Peter 4:1-6 – Endurance in Persecution Part 2 

 
 Review the Apostle Peter’s credentials to talk about persecution: 

The Apostle Peter encourages us to stand. He himself has learned to stand firm. Remember 
that Peter did deny knowing Jesus three times; even though Jesus warned him ahead of time that he 
would deny Jesus three times; before a rooster would crow by early morning. He went out and wept 
bitterly and had deep remorse. Then Jesus, after His crucifixion and resurrection from the dead, around 
a campfire and fish fry, reinstated Peter to ministry.  Then we observe in the Book of Acts Peter 
stepping up and becoming the leader of the 12 disciples becoming apostles, and then preaching a 
rousing message of truth about Jesus, inviting the people to repent and believe in Jesus Christ; the 
One crucified but is now risen from the dead. He was indeed very bold! 

Then we read about Peter being persecuted, twice being placed in jail: 
Acts 5 

• Arrested and put in jail, but the angel let them out 
• Arrested again, threatened with death, then flogged, ordered never to preach about Jesus, and 

released 
Acts 12 

• Persecution was being increased by King Herod Agrippa who had just killed James, one of the 
Apostles  

• Now Peter is arrested, he’s assuming the same death 
• But the angel led him out again, thinking it was only a vision, remembering the first time 

 
Peter knows what it is like to be persecuted for his faith; he knows first-hand, by personal 

experience, what it is like to be persecuted physically, and also mentally, while being in jail. He thought 
many times that his life would come to an end. Eventually Peter was martyred for his faith in Jesus, and 
crucified upside down on the cross.  It appears he wrote this letter only a few years before he died.  

Peter is writing to these Christians in the Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) encouraging them to 
stand firm in their faith, no matter what level of pressure they may experience for being a Christian. He 
speaks from personal experiences of persecution, and knows what he is talking about. 

Remember where these Christians were at. Many had only been Christians for a few years, and 
so the adjustments and lifestyle changes for them would have been huge. They had to learn a new way 
of life and what it means to follow Jesus. So, the new Christians would have found new friends in the 
Church, and would be spending much time learning about Jesus and how to have relationship with 
Him. So much is changing, and for many their minds are being blown or at least stretched. There is so 
much to learn and change in their lives 

As a result, they were not spending as much time with their old friends, and the friends are 
wondering what happened to them. They wonder, and they miss you. So, what do you with your old 
friends? Have you gone through that in your life; where you have had to make some changes? Sure. 
 
Verse 4 Of course, your former friends are surprised when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild 
and destructive things they do. So they slander you. 
Share: have you ever had to change friends or let go of friends because of your faith? Or for any other 
reason? 
Why would friends slander you or otherwise be mean to former friends who became Christians? 
What were some of the adjustments you had to make after becoming a Christian, or when you came to 
a point when you decided to follow Christ seriously? 
 
Read 1 Peter 3:13-17 
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Verse 5 But remember that they (and we) will have to face God, who stands ready to judge everyone, 
both the living and the dead. 
Every one of us will meet God, and He will have much to say to us. 
How does this verse challenge you? 
 
Read 1 Peter 2:11-12 – how are we living? 
 
Verse 6 That is why the Good News was preached to those who are now dead—so although they were 
destined to die like all people, they now live forever with God in the Spirit. 

No doubt the believers that Peter is writing to are looking at friends and family who have died for 
their faith - the great example and the sure hope of Heaven. See 1 Peter 3:18 - “Jesus was raised to life 
in the Spirit.” That is what can help us to persevere as we look at eternal life in Heaven. They were 
encouraged to remember the good examples of those who lived strong Christian lives. They believed in 
God all the way to the end of their lives. Finished strong, fought the good fight. The result is that we will 
live with God forever! Can we actually submit to Him, obey Him, after counting the cost, to follow still? 

Are there some people that have gone to heaven that you need to remember as great 
testimonies of godly lives well lived? 
 
Weekly Reflection: 

1. Read 1 Peter 1:1-6 each day. 
2. Where is it difficult to live the Christian life? 
3. Are there some ways that I need to bolder about my faith? 
4. Pray for one former friend whom you may need to sit and humbly share your faith with? Pray 

about an opening to have that conversation. 
5. Learn more about The Persecuted Church - “The Voice of the Martyrs” event online March 5 

 
Conclusion 
Pray for each other…  
Share where you are struggling for strength in your faith. 
Pray for an unbelieving person in your life. 
 


