
God   Speaks   Through   Dreams   
  

Science   says   that   every   person   dreams   every   night,   we   just   don’t   remember   most   of   them.     
  

Dreams   can   vary   a   lot   in   style   from   realistic   to   unrealistic,   from   good   to   bad,   from   past   to   present   
or   future.     
  

Sometimes   dreams   are   a   combination   of   what   we   did   yesterday   and   who   we   talked   to   or   
thought   about.   So   like   if   I   spent   some   time   with   Bud   in   the   morning   and   had   Taco   Bell   for   lunch   
then   watched   a   crime   drama   in   the   evening...I   might   have   a   dream   where   me   and   Bud   work   for   
the   NYPD   and   we’re   trying   to   solve   a   case   about   a   Taco   Bell   robbery.     
  

Who   here   has   experienced   that?   But   at   least   these   dreams   make   some   sense...as   crazy   as   they   
are.     
  

Then   you   can   have   very   realistic   dreams   where   someone   you   are   close   to   does   something   or   
says   something   and   you   wake   up   mad   at   them...you   believe   it   actually   happened   for   a   bit.   It   
seems   so   real   and   familiar   until   you   think   it   through...   
  

We   can   have   some   wild   dreams   that   seem   to   make   no   sense...you   know   the   kind   where   you   
wake   up   and   think   “where   in   the   world   did   that   come   from?”     
  

It   is   possible   that   it’s   God   speaking   through   dreams?   
  

Acts   2:17   (NKJV)   
‘And   it   shall   come   to   pass   in   the   last   days,   says   God,   
That   I   will   pour   out   of   My   Spirit   on   all   flesh;   
Your   sons   and   your   daughters   shall   prophesy,   
Your   young   men   shall   see   visions,   
Your   old   men   shall   dream   dreams.   

  
At   Pentecost,   Peter   quotes   the   prophetic   word   from   Joel   2:28...he   shares   this   word   at   this   time   
to   bring   understanding   to   what   just   happened,   the   Holy   Spirit   was   just   poured   out...   
  

“And   it   shall   come   to   pass   in   the   last   days,   says   God,”   
The   last   days   began   when   Jesus   ascended   into   heaven   and   they   will   continue   until   He   returns   
for   the   church   and   to   judge   the   nations.   We   are   in   the   last   days.   That’s   not   some   preacher   
exaggeration,   it’s   reality,   and   it’s   biblical.   
  

And   in   these   last   days….Your   sons   and   your   daughters   shall   prophesy,   Your   young   men   shall   
see   visions,   Your   old   men   shall   dream   dreams.     
  

1   



Don’t   focus   on   the   people   groups   in   this   passage.   This   wording   is   used   to   paint   a   picture.   That   
when   the   Spirit   comes,   He   draws   us   all   together   in   ministry.   It’s   not   about   men   and   women,   it’s   
not   about   young   or   old,   it’s   about   the   Holy   Spirit   available   to   us   ALL   to   work   together   for   the   
glory   of   God!   
  

So   there   will   be   prophecy...and   there   will   be   visions   and   dreams.     
  

To   prophesy   is   to   speak   forth   divine   inspirations,   God’s   truths.   Every   believer   CAN   do   this,   it’s   a   
gift   of   the   Holy   Spirit.   Paul   says   to   pursue   the   gifts   of   the   Spirit,   but   especially   that   you   would   
prophesy!   But   today   the   focus   is   dreams...   
  

There   will   be   visions   and   dreams.   What’s   the   difference?     
  

Vision    -   an   appearance   divinely   granted   in   a   dream.   So   this   is   something   that   God   allows   you   to   
see.   Something   appears,   something   you   haven't   seen   before   becomes   visible.   Probably   most   
commonly   would   be   someone   speaking   to   you.   A   vision   is   more   like   a   daydream   or   a   state   
where   you’re   not   completely   asleep.   
  

Dream    -   divine   sequence   of   images,   thoughts,   or   emotions   in   your   mind   during   sleep.   This   is   
more   of   a   story   form   than   a   vision.   It’s   longer,   it’s   got   many   pieces,   more   complex,   more   of   a   
journey   that   shares   a   bigger   picture.   
  

God   speaks   through   dreams!   But   do   we   recognize   it?   Do   we   understand   it?  
  

Job   33:14-16   (NKJV)   
For   God   may   speak   in   one   way,   or   in   another,   
Yet   man   does   not   perceive   it.   
15   In   a   dream,   in   a   vision   of   the   night,   
When   deep   sleep   falls   upon   men,   
While   slumbering   on   their   beds,   
16   Then   He   opens   the   ears   of   men,   
And   seals   their   instruction.   

  
Elihu   says   this   to   Job...and   the   message   is   that   God   is   speaking,   but   we   can   only   hear   it   if   we   
are   listening!   He’s   telling   Job   that   he   has   not   recognized   or   maybe   even   ignored   God   speaking   
to   him   through   dreams!     
  

I   don’t   know   about   you   but   I   don't   want   to   miss   God   speaking   to   me.   I   want   to   recognize   it,   pay   
attention   to   it,   and   obey   Him!   
  

So   what   are   some   ways   that   God   speaks   through   dreams?     
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WARNING   
  

Matthew   2:12   (NKJV)   
Then,   being   divinely   warned   in   a   dream   that   they   should   not   return   to   Herod,   they   
departed   for   their   own   country   another   way.   

  
The   Magi   warned   to   NOT   DO   something   because   Herod   had   planned   to   kill   Jesus   if   they   would   
have   gone   back   and   told   him   Jesus’   location.   
  

Matthew   2:13   (NKJV)   
Now   when   they   had   departed,   behold,   an   angel   of   the   Lord   appeared   to   Joseph   in   a   
dream,   saying,   “Arise,   take   the   young   Child   and   His   mother,   flee   to   Egypt,   and   stay   there   
until   I   bring   you   word;   for   Herod   will   seek   the   young   Child   to   destroy   Him.”   

  
Joseph   warned   to   DO   something...get   outta   town!     
  

In   these   two   instances,   they   were   even   told   WHY   they?   Herod   would   kill   Jesus.   You   may   not   
always   get   the   why.   It’s   more   important   that   you   get   the   warning   then   the   why...   
  

INSTRUCTION   
  

Matthew   2:19-20   (NKJV)   
Now   when   Herod   was   dead,   behold,   an   angel   of   the   Lord   appeared   in   a   dream   to   
Joseph   in   Egypt,   20   saying,   “Arise,   take   the   young   Child   and   His   mother,   and   go   to   the   
land   of   Israel,   for   those   who   sought   the   young   Child’s   life   are   dead.”   

  
Joseph   instructed   to   return   to   Israel,   and   another   dream   followed   with   a   warning   to   avoid   Judea.   
Sometimes   you   get   a   piece   of   the   picture   in   one   dream   and   you   might   get   the   rest   in   another.   
  

Acts   9:10-12   (NKJV)   
Now   there   was   a   certain   disciple   at   Damascus   named   Ananias;   and   to   him   the   Lord   said   
in   a   vision,   “Ananias.”   
And   he   said,   “Here   I   am,   Lord.”   
11   So   the   Lord   said   to   him,   “Arise   and   go   to   the   street   called   Straight,   and   inquire   at   the   
house   of   Judas   for   one   called   Saul   of   Tarsus,   for   behold,   he   is   praying.   12   And   in   a   
vision   he   has   seen   a   man   named   Ananias   coming   in   and   putting   his   hand   on   him,   so   that   
he   might   receive   his   sight.”   

  
Paul   (Saul)   has   a   vision   of   Ananias   coming   to   heal   him.   Ananias   has   a   vision   of   Jesus   who   tells   
him   to   go   to   Paul.     
  

This   one   is   wild   because   it   takes   the   obedience   of   two   parties   and   both   were   ultimately   called   to   
do   something   they   didn’t   want   to   do...God   dreams   are   not   always   what   you   want   but   they   are   
what   you   need!   
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CHANGE   OF   HEART   
  

Matthew   27:19   (NKJV)   
While   he   was   sitting   on   the   judgment   seat,   his   wife   sent   to   him,   saying,   “Have   nothing   to   
do   with   that   just   Man,   for   I   have   suffered   many   things   today   in   a   dream   because   of   Him.”   

  
As   Pilate   was   judging   Jesus   for   the   people,   his   wife   has   a   dream   about   Jesus,   that   He   is   the   
Messiah.   It   changed   her   heart   toward   Jesus   but   unfortunately   not   her   husbands...   
  

Matthew   1:19-20   (NKJV)   
Then   Joseph,   her   husband,   being   a   just   man,   and   not   wanting   to   make   her   a   public   
example,   was   minded   to   put   her   away   secretly.   20   But   while   he   thought   about   these   
things,   behold,   an   angel   of   the   Lord   appeared   to   him   in   a   dream,   saying,   “Joseph,   son   of   
David,   do   not   be   afraid   to   take   to   you   Mary   your   wife,   for   that   which   is   conceived   in   her   is   
of   the   Holy   Spirit.   
  

Joseph   was   going   to   break   it   off   with   Mary   because   she   was   pregnant   and   it   wasn’t   his...the   
angel   comes   in   a   dream   and   tells   Joseph   the   truth...his   heart   toward   Mary   changes...   
  
  

PROPHECY   -   picture   of   what   is   to   come...could   be   warning,   instruction,   change   of   heart,   etc.   
- Jacob’s   ladder   (Gen   28:12),     
- Joseph’s   grain   and   stars   (Gen   37:1-10)   
- Pharaoh’s   cows   and   grain   (Gen   41)   

  
INTERACTIVE   

- God   asks   Solomon   what   he   wants(1   Kings   3:5-15)   
- Abimelech   and   Sarah   (Gen   20:1-7)   
- Cornelius   and   Peter   (Acts   10:1-16)   

  
  
  

How   do   we   discern   if   a   dream   is   just   a   dream   or   if   God   is   speaking   through   a   dream?     
  

The   Scripture   Test   
A   dream   from   God   will   not   violate   what   He   has   already   revealed   in   Scripture.   Like   other   forms   of   
revelation,   dreams   are   never   intended   to   create   doctrine   or   to   override   God’s   Word.   God   isn’t   
going   to   give   you   some   “new   revelation”   like   Joseph   Smith   proclaimed   when   he   wrote   “Another   
Testament   of   Jesus   Christ”   and   started   Mormonism.     
  

But   even   if   we,   or   an   angel   from   heaven,   preach   any   other   gospel   to   you   than   what   we   
have   preached   to   you,   let   him   be   accursed   (damned)   
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It   isn’t   a   dream   from   God   if   it   tells   you   to   divorce   your   spouse,   murder,   cheat   and   steal.   It   isn’t   a   
dream   from   God   if   it   tells   you   not   to   pray,   that   another   god   is   God,   that   you   shouldn’t   go   to   
church   or   share   your   faith,   that   you   shouldn’t   serve   or   give.   Dreams   from   God   will   not   change   or   
oppose   Scripture.   
  

The   Character   Test   
One   of   the   keys   to   recognizing   God’s   voice   is   knowing   the   difference   between   conviction   and   
condemnation.   Conviction   is   about   activity,   condemnation   is   about   identity.   Conviction   is   
specific,   condemnation   is   vague.   Conviction   cuts   to   the   heart   but   leaves   hope   for   change,   
condemnation   strips   us   of   hope   for   change.   When   we   are   dealing   with   condemnation,   we   begin   
to   believe   the   weight   of   our   sin   is   so   great   that   we   will   never   be   free.   
    

The   Holy   Spirit   shows   us   where   we   aren’t   living   out   the   new   life   we   have   in   Christ,   so   we   can   
repent   and   come   back   to   His   heart.   The   enemy,   meanwhile,   slanders   and   accuses   us   until   we   
are   left   hopeless   and   feeling   defeated.   When   the   Holy   Spirit   brings   conviction,   we   can   repent   
and   turn   back   to   His   ways,   and   the   weight   of   the   conviction   lifts.   But   when   the   enemy   is   
condemning   us,   it   doesn’t   matter   how   much   we   repent—it   won’t   feel   like   enough.   
    

A   dream   that   leaves   you   feeling   hopeless,   like   you   will   never   be   good   enough   for   God   or   like   
you’ve   done   something   that   forever   marks   you   and   holds   you   back   from   His   purpose   for   
you—that   is   not   a   dream   from   God.   It   is   from   the   enemy.   Rebuke   such   dreams   and   don’t   believe   
them.   Instead,   ask   God   to   show   you   His   heart   for   you.   
  

The   Jesus   Test   
In   Deuteronomy   13   and   18,   God   gives   keys   to   recognizing   true   and   false   revelation.   When   
discerning   the   source   of   a   dream,   this   is   the   main   question   we   should   ask:   “Does   the   revelation   
point   us   to   a   god   other   than   Jesus?”   The   spirit   of   prophecy   is   the   testimony   of   Jesus   (Revelation   
19:10),   which   means   that   all   true   revelation   will   lead   us   to   Him.   
    

Did   the   dream   tempt   you   to   put   your   trust   in   anything   other   than   Jesus?   Or   did   it   cause   your   
heart   to   fall   more   in   love   with   Him?   
  

The   Light   Test   
God   is   light   and   in   Him   is   no   darkness   at   all.   If   your   dreams   are   dark,   it’s   not   God   speaking.   If   
they   cause   fear   or   panic,   that’s   not   God.   Even   in   a   warning   or   instruction   to   do   something   you   
don’t   want   to   do...it   won’t   cause   those   dark   reactions   if   it’s   God.   He   is   light   and   He   is   good.     
  

God’s   intent   would   never   be   to   bring   fear.   If   we   awake   with   a   sense   of   urgency   after   a   dream,   
we   can   take   the   time   to   pray   over   it.   If   the   dream   is   important,   we   can   be   assured   that   as   we   
pray   and   wait   on   the   Lord   that   He   will   give   us   the   interpretation   and   understanding   
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The   foundation   of   discerning   your   dreams   is   relationship.   As   you   draw   closer   to   God,   He   will   
reveal   what   is   from   Him   and   what   is   not.   If   you   approach   dreams   and   supernatural   experiences   
from   a   position   of   relationship,   you   will   find   yourself   walking   on   safe,   steady   ground.   God   is   
good   and   He   wants   to   speak   to   you.     
  
  
  

When   you   have   a   dream,   write   it   down!     
  

What   imagery   was   in   it?    Who   are   the   people   in   it?    What   are   the   places   or   objects?   
What   activities   are   going   on?     
  

What   is   the   message?    Is   there   a   simple,   clear   meaning?    Was   the   interpretation   given   in   
the   dream?    Or   does   the   meaning   need   to   be   prayed   through?   
  

Is   it   a   warning,   instruction,   an   area   you   need   a   change   of   heart?     
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