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I received a text message from Kaiser Permanente [1 Covid 19]

On Thursday morning. 

And it said... Rodney...


You're on the COVID-19 vaccine waitlist!

And it had an exclamation mark... 
At the end of the sentence.


It gave me a phone number... 
That I could call to find out...

My current position in line.  [2 31,366]


31, 366. 

That's where I am. 

When the woman told my place....

On the phone.


I laughed out loud. 

And said... somewhat sarcastically...

Well... that's not bad.


And she said... somewhat seriously...

No... it's not.

There are over 200,000 people...

Waiting in line right now.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

So I know... we are all in different places.

When it comes to all this.


Some people have their vaccines... 
And are feeling comfortable... 
Being out and about again. 

Which is so good. 


And some people...

Who I haven't seen... 

In about a year...

Are starting to feel like they...  
Can come back to church again. 


Some people are choosing to wait...

To get back into the swing of things... 
Until we have herd immunity... 

You know... 70% of the population vaccinated.


And that's ok.

I have total respect...

For everyone's personal decision... 
Regarding the timing of all this. 




Some people... 

Don't want to have the vaccine... 
They think the government is using this... 
As a means to implant tracking devices... 
Into our bodies...


So Big Brother can know where we are all the time.

I don't know... that seems a bit misguided to me... 
Since the vast majority of Americans... 
Carry a tracking device with them...

All the time... it's called a cell phone. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Anyhow. No matter what we believe...

About all that.

I do think there's one thing... 
We can all agree on. 


We are more than ready... to start... getting back to normal.

We are ready... to start planning.

We are ready... to begin thinking about... 
How we can reengage with each other... 
And do the activities and the events... 
That we love to do. 


And see and be with... the people... 

The friends and family... 
That we love so much...


And do all the churchy things...

That we want to do... like... 

Sing out loud...

Kneel for communion...

Shake hands.  Hug.

Drink coffee.  And eat cookies.  
Crowd around in the Narthex.. 
Buzzing and bustling and bumping...

Into each other. 


And just live... you know... live... 
And not think about the things... 
We have to think about right now. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

So 31,366.

It's a big number...   

But it means something to me. 

This vaccine... means something. 

It's not just a shot in the arm.

Or some kind of government conspiracy.  [3 Believe]


It means... there is a day coming.  
When things will be different than...  
What they have been. 




There is a day coming... 

When we can live in a way...

That we have not been living. 


There is a day coming...

When we can be free...

From all the restrictions...

We have taken on...

For the health of the nation.

And the sake of each other.  


There's a day coming...

And that gives me HOPE. 


Not just pie in the sky hope.

That says... oh... I hope all this goes away.

 
No.  It's different.

It gives me the kind of hope... 
That says... I'm going to do... 
What I have to do right now...


I am going to buckle down. 
I am going to make good choices.

 
In order to get to that future vision.

In order to have a different outcome. 

In order to change my life. 


That kind of HOPE. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

So remember last week... [4 Noah]  
When Pastor Ryan... 
Talked about Noah and the Ark.

God and the battle with Humanity.

And finally... the Rainbow.

 
How after the destruction... 
God hung up the bow...

A symbol of war and animosity... 

Hung it up. 

As a symbol of a new promise.

A new covenant.

 
And God promised...

Never to destroy the earth again. 

Not to scrap everything and start over. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Well... this week... [5 Abram Covenant]  
We have another covenant that God established.


This was with a man... named Abram. 

And no... I'm not messing it up.




This guy started out... 
As Abram. 

And God made an agreement with Abram.

Promising that he would be the father...

Of many nations.


God said... you will be exceedingly fruitful...

Not just fruitful... but exceedingly fruitful. 

 
Nation will come from you. 
Kings will come from you. 


And in other places in the book of Genesis... God says...

You offspring will be as numerous as the stars in the sky... 
And the sand on the beach. 


It sound so good.

I mean... kind of. 

That's a lot of kids. 


And the biggest problem was. 

Abram was 99. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

My mom just turned 88 this week.  [6 Mom]

Even though she doesn't act her age...  
Which is a good thing.


She is the mother of many children. 

Has a vast multitude of grandchildren.... too many to count. 

And a good number of great grandchildren. 

 
However... she is not the mama of many nations. 

And I'm not even sure... 
At the age of 88... 
She would be in any way, shape, or form... interested... 
In taking on that kind of monumental project. 


But God isn't asking her to... 

Become of the mother of many nations.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

God was asking Abram.

God was asking Sarai. 


AND as a sign of the covenant. 

I mean... besides the whole circumcision thing...

Which becomes a topic of much division...  
When the church expands to the Gentiles... 
After Jesus is raised from the dead.

 
But circumcision was...  
The physical sign of this covenant. 

 
But there is another change that takes place.




An incredibly significant change.

That becomes a sign and a symbol to all people...

That there is something different about this guy.

Something has changed. 


God changes Abram's name...

-----------------------------------------------------------------

I read an article.... from 2014...  [7 Banned Names]

About a legal change... that had taken place... 

In the state of Sonora Mexico. 

 
They passed a law...

That created a list...

Of prohibited names. 

 
This list was created to protect kids...

From suffering through life... 
And being bullied at school.


So if you lived in the Sonoran region... of Mexico... 

And you wanted to name your baby...

Superman.

Pocahontas. 
Terminator.

Burger King.


Or Facebook.

Twitter.

Email.

Or Yahoo. 


Well... you are out of luck. 

You would be sadly disappointed.

Because it's illegal.


And you may not agree... 
With that law.

 
And you may think... that people can name their stinky children... 
Whatever ridiculous name...

They want to use. 


Not in Sonora Mexico. 

You'd have to pick a different name. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Well... God changed Abram's name. [8 Abram]

Not to protect him... 
From the ridicule of other people.


God changed his name...

To mark the establishment...

Of this new covenant... 
That God was making with him.




And Sarai. 


Abram meant... Exalted Father... 
Which is ironic...

And an irritating reminder... 
That Abram had no children... 
Who could he be an exalted father... without kids. 

But God made it even more ironic...

Heaping piles upon piles of irony...

On this man.

 
God changed his name... to Abraham... 
Which means... 
Father of Multitudes. 


That doesn't seem possible... does it? 

I mean... he couldn't have one child...

Let alone vast multitudes. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

And you know...  [9 Sarai]

The Bible says... Sarai... his wife. 

Was not physically able to bear children. 


But God changed her name too. 


From Sarai... which some people think means...

Contentious.  Others say... princess. 

Not sure either is a very nice name... 

Contentious Princess. 


But it's irrelevant now.. 
Because God changes her name to Sarah. 

Which means... Mother of Nations. 


Which again didn't God understand... 
Who these people were.

What they had been through. 
Where they had come from.


I mean God had to know the situation... 

And yet... God promised Sarah... 
Something new.

Something she wanted.

Something she longed for...

Her whole life. 


Sarah will give birth to a son. 


And more than that...

She will give rise to nations.

Kings of people will come from her!




God promised these things... 
To a woman who was 90 years old.

And who... according to her own flesh...

Could not have children. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

And please note... that neither one of them...

Abram or Sarai...

Had the power... 
Within themselves...

To change their lives.

To fulfill this vision... 

That God had given them.

 
They couldn't do it. 


But. They didn't have to.  
God was the One... 
Who was going to make it happen. 

They just had to believe in God. 

They had to follow and trust God. 


That was their part of the deal. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

And that's what Paul wrote about... [10 Romans 4:17]  
In the Romans lesson...

We have today. 


That Abraham... believed that God... 
Had the power... 
To give life to the dead.

To call into existence... 
Things that do not exist. 


He was fully convinced...

That God was able...  
To do what God...

Had promised to do. 


Even when... 

He considered his own body.

Which Paul writes... 
Was as good as dead. 


And even when he considered...

That Sarah could not have children.


When he looked at his life.

And compared it the promises of God. 

Still... he did not weaken in his faith. 


Instead...he hoped against hope. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

So. You know. 




The covenant God made with Abraham and Sarah...

Is still one of the covenants we have today. 


We are the descendants. 

We are the multitudes.

We are the children. 
Who were promised to this man. 


Not children by flesh and blood... 
But instead... children by faith and hope.

 
We are the children of God. 

And we understand... 
That there have been...

And there still are...

Promises made... 
To us... 
 
Which God has the power to fulfill. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

And when we hope. 
We do not hope in vain.

We do not waste our hope...

On the things of this world... 
That have no lasting significance...

Or value to us. 

 
We hope in Christ. 

He w ho has been raised from the dead. 

Who has promised us new life... 
Who has given us...  
The very power of God... 

Living within us.


So that we can live...

Life to its fullest.

And not mourn...

About every little thing. 
Like other people do...

 
Who live without hope.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

But instead... we can live like Abraham and Sarah.  [11 Promise Fulfilled]

We don't have to wait.

Until we see the promises fulfilled...

With our very eyes.

To believe

 
We don't have to have... 
Evidence and proof... 
That God is with us. 

To know that we are in a covenant...

And God walks with us every single day. 




We choose... 

In spite of our current situation. 
In spite of the fear that surrounds us.

In spite of not knowing...

What's going to happen... 
From day to day.

 
We hope against hope.

We believe that God can do... 
What God has promised to do. 


God can call into existence... 
The things that do not exist. 

God can bring life to the dead. 


And we can choose to live...

As though the promises...

Have already been fulfilled... 


We believe.

We have faith... 

That comes from... 
The hope that lives within us.


And with that faith...  
We can work toward... 
The promises...

That are yet to fulfilled. 

 
We can uphold our part of the covenant.

By living in faith.

By living in hope.  
By living as though it's all true. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Oh.  And one more thing. [12 New Name]

Please don't forget.

Your name has been changed.


Just like Abram and Sarai.

We don't live...

Attached to the earthly names...

They do not define us. 


We are children of God.

Marked and sealed by the Holy Spirit.

Our names been changed... 

We live and move and breath...

In the name of Jesus the Christ.


We are Christians... followers of Christ. 


It is the most important name we bear.




Because it is full with the hope... 
Of every single promise... 
That God has given us. 


So.  Embrace your name. 

And live in real HOPE. 


Follower of Christ.

It is who you are.

And who you will always be.

Unto Eternity.

 
That is our Covenant.

 
Thanks be to God. 
Amen!



