
I AM: The Resurrection and the Life

Over the last four weeks we have been looking at the I AM statements made by Jesus in the

gospel of John. In each of these statements, Jesus makes a declaration and gives a revelation to

who He is….God!

First we had “I AM: The Bread of Life”

In this statement, Jesus reveals, you are seeking Me for the miraculous provision of food, you

are asking Me to do more, to provide food daily like Moses, but the point is, I AM The Bread of

Life. The Bread that leads to everlasting life. The Bread that will completely fill the longing in your

soul. You will never hunger again!

Next we had “I AM: The Light”

Here Jesus makes this statement during the Feast of Tabernacles where they set up lights to

illuminate the temple to remember the Messiah, the light of salvation is someday coming. Then

Jesus reveals “I AM the Light of the World”, I am the light in the darkness, I will lead you out of

your darkness, I am what you are searching for.

Then we had “I AM: The Door”

After Jesus heals a man that was blind from birth, He also removes the man’s spiritual

blindness. The Pharisees ask if they are to blind and He tells them yes, because they know the

truth and refuse to believe in Him. Then Jesus says “I AM the Door” signifying that as a shepherd

lies in the doorway to protect the sheep, He also does this for His sheep. He is the door, the one

who we must enter through, the one we must trust in, the one that will protect us from harm, and

when we enter through Him, we enter His peace, and comfort.

Last week was “I AM: The Good Shepherd”

This statement is made directly following “I AM the Door”. Not only is Jesus the Door that we

must enter through, the only path to eternal life, but He is good. He proves that He is good by the

action of laying down His life for you and me. Even when we were ungrateful, disobedient,

undeserving, He loved us so much that He gave everything that we may have life. He is Good!

That brings us up to the fifth I AM statement. You can turn to John chapter 11.

PRAY

So in John 11, the account of Lazarus dying and being raised to life is recorded. This is probably

one of the most popular accounts from the bible, even to people who have never read the bible.

It’s a great miraculous story, so I’m going to cover it briefly so everyone knows what’s going on

but I want to focus less on Mary, Martha, and Lazarus and focus on Jesus and His profound
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statement.

Mary and Martha send notice to Jesus that His friend (their brother) Lazarus is weak and sick.

Jesus obviously being omniscient or all knowing, says this:

John 11:4 (ESV)

4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory

of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

It doesn’t seem like Jesus is to worried about His friend. After all, the illness doesn’t lead to

death. But instead, this illness is to bring glory to Jesus, but more than that, He Jesus is also

again revealing His divinity, He is God.

The illness is for the glory of God, the praise and honor of God. But it’s also so that Jesus may

be glorified, it’s for the praise and honor of Jesus. The purpose of this illness is the make famous

the name of Jesus, because He is God!

Now on the surface it seems like, well it doesn’t seem very nice that someone has to get sick so

that Jesus can be honored and praised. But this is where trust comes in. You have to

understand and remember, God is good. He is the Good Shepherd.

Just as children don’t always agree with what parents do, good parents will allow things to

happen for the good of the children, because the good parent sees the bigger picture. The see

what the result of the lesson will be.

God allows things to happen for the good overall good of His children. It might not make sense,

but it doesn’t mean that He is not good! Go back and listen to last week’s message.

John 11:5-6 (ESV)

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus

was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

So because Jesus loved them, he waited a couple days before He left to see them. Again, on the

surface, it doesn’t seem very nice. I always used to wonder why He waited but having the kind of

personality I do, I just glossed over it trusting that If He did it, He did it for a reason and that was

good enough for me! So you just have to accept it, we’re moving on….

NO, Jesus did have a reason for waiting. There might actually be a couple of reasons. First,

what does Jesus do? Or rather, WHO does Jesus listen to? His Father.

The bible does not record every instance the Father tells Jesus to do something. Some things

He just does, but Jesus makes it clear over and over that He is obedient to the Father and Him

alone. He was doing something in Jerusalem….the work of the Father.
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Not even His closest friends could pull Him from the will of Father God. That could be an entire

message right there. How is your obedience to the Lord? Do you get easily pulled away from

what God has for you by every matter of this life?

Do your friends pull you away from the will of God for your life? Or will you let nothing derail you

from the work God has called you to?

Ephesians 6:5-6 (ESV)

5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart,

as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as

bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart

There was another reason that Jesus waited a couple more days to go to Lazarus. Remember

why Lazarus was ill? To bring glory to God.

It is likely that Lazarus was already dead by the time the message made it to Jesus about his

illness. The delay was because He loved this family. This family already believed Jesus was the

Messiah, but He would greatly strengthen their faith through this miracle He would perform. He

wanted them to witness His great power over even death.

But He also wanted to make sure that there was no way that this miracle could be discredited.

Lazarus was already dead, because God knows everything, He was already aware. But He

wanted to make sure Lazarus was dead long enough that no one could say this resurrection

was a fake.

During this time many believed that your spirit could hover over the body for up to 3 days waiting

to re enter the body. So Jesus finds out, waits a couple more days, then heads to his friend who

at this point is dead, and stinks to prove it.

John 6:7-11 (ESV)

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said

to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there

again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the

day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks

in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he

said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.”

The disciples are all worried about whether Jesus should go back to an area where He had

many enemies. People sought to kill Him. But His response shows more of the

same….obedience to the will of the Father.

Especially during these days, most people worked during the day, in the light. You could work
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safely in the light. But when darkness came, your work stopped.

Jesus is saying that as long as He continues to do the will of the Father, He is safe. Jesus is the

light of the world. As long as He is there, on the earth, it’s ok to work, to continue God’s will. Until

the day when darkness comes, His death, at that point His physical work here on the earth would

halt, until the light returns…..

You see that? It doesn’t mean that Christ’s work was complete, He will complete it when the light

returns to this earth.

But in the meantime, His light is still on this earth, in us! We have the Holy Spirit. He didn’t leave

us in the dark...because He is good! He loves us!

1 Peter 3:18 (ESV)

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might

bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,

Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV)

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people

light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.

16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

So even though His disciples were worried about His safety, Jesus was not at all worried. He

knows the plan, carry out the will of God. If He is still on this earth, then He still has time.

It’s just the same for you, if you are still on this earth, you still have time to do God’s will for your

life. It’s not too late. Don’t believe or buy into the lies of the enemy.

Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)

22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;

    his mercies never come to an end;

23 they are new every morning;

    great is your faithfulness.

God is not mad at you. He gives you another chance every single day you are alive. Choose

today to be the day you get back on track of doing His will for your life. Be obedient as Jesus was

when He was on this earth.

John 11:17-27 (ESV)

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four

days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had

come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha
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heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the

house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have

died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”

So Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days, no wonder he stunk. His body was likely already

rapidly decomposing. But look at what Martha says to Jesus: “Lord, if you had been here, my

brother would not have died.”

This is not a rebuke or trying to show Jesus up. It is faith…..if you had only been here, you would

have healed him, he’d still be alive today. Martha knew of Jesus’ power, she had heard of it and

she had seen it, she knew He could heal her brother. But he was too late….

John 11:23-27 (ESV)

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he

will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and

everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said

to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into

the world.”

Jesus again uses an opportune time to reveal who He is. He is telling Martha that He’s going to

raise Lazarus back to life. She understands it as Lazarus will be raised again to eternal life,

she’s not thinking about right now because he stinks, he is rotting, it’s been too long.

What a perfect time for Jesus to reveal “I am the resurrection and the life”

No resurrection takes place outside of Jesus! Resurrection from the dead, resurrection to

eternal life, resurrection to eternal damnation, all happen through Jesus. Because He IS the

resurrection, He IS eternal life…..

John 17:3 (ESV)

3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom

you have sent.

When Jesus said “Whoever believes in me” He implies a personal trust in Him. The word “in”

literally means “into”, meaning that genuine faith in Christ brings people “into” Christ, becoming

united with Christ.

Jesus is the giver of life. John says in chapter 1 how Jesus was there in the beginning.

Everything that was made was made through Him. So He gives life, He resurrects the dead. But

there is something more….He IS the resurrection and He IS the life!

Jesus is the power that raises the dead and imparts eternal life!
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Again stating that He is the ONLY one. THE Bread, THE Light, THE Door, THE Good Shepherd,

THE Resurrection, and THE Life!

It’s like when a man is dating a woman and it hits him, “this is THE one”. If she is THE one, then

there is no other. Nothing else will do. Nothing else will satisfy. Now that isn’t the best example

because it relies on man making a right decision….but I think it works.

Jesus is THE one. When He is saying He is THE resurrection, what does that mean?

Resurrection is a raising up, rising from the dead, restoring life. Only Jesus can do that!

Ephesians 1:19-22 (ESV)

19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,

according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised

him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not

only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and

gave him as head over all things to the church,

1 Corinthians 15:24-26 (ESV)

24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying

every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his

enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

1 Corinthians 15:55 (ESV)

55 “O death, where is your victory?

    O death, where is your sting?”

When we are lost and in need of a savior, we are dead in our sins. Jesus can resurrect us!

Jesus can raise us up!

When we are beat up and overcome with fear, doubt, and defeat, our faith is dead. Jesus can

restore your faith!

John 16:33 (ESV)

33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will

have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Jesus has overcome hell, death, and the grave. He has overcome the world! He can resurrect

anybody and any situation!

He offers us eternal life by his substitutionary death and resurrection.
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Romans 6:5 (ESV)

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with

him in a resurrection like his.

Ephesians 2:5 (ESV)

5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by

grace you have been saved—

This is why baptism is so important. You do not have to be baptised to be saved, that is a work.

You are saved by grace, through faith alone.

But we are commanded to be baptised, if we are able, it is a representation of this resurrection.

Not only are you saying to others, I receive Jesus, He is my Savior and my Lord, but it also

symbolizes His death, burial, and resurrection.

You die to self and are resurrected as a new creation in Christ Jesus. It really can be one of the

most exciting events of your Christian walk. It’s why I don’t believe in baby baptism. What’s the

point? Did they make a decision? Did they choose Jesus?

It’s just dead religion. With baptism, you are making a conscious decision to declare in front of

others that you choose Jesus! If you have never done this before, contact me and we will

arrange it. It is important!

Jesus is also THE Life. Again, there is no other. He is THE Life, better than any other thing that

we know.

Life means to have true life and worthy of the name, fresh, strong, efficient. Life also means to

be among the living, not lifeless, not dead

Read Romans 6. In Christ, you are alive, dead to sin!

But remember this is THE life!

A Muslim in Africa became a Christian and some of his friends asked him why. He said, “Well, it

is like this: suppose you were going down a road and suddenly the road forked in two directions.

And you didn’t know which way to go. If you met two men at the fork – one dead and one alive –

which one would you ask to show you the way?”

Muslims and other cults serve a dead lord…… But as Christians we serve a living savior. He

loves us, guides us, strengthens us, enables us, comforts us, etc. because He lives…
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Not only does He live, He is the source of life. He is our creator, redeemer, and our sustainer.

“He who believes in me will live, even though he dies and whoever lives and believes in me will

never die.”

John 11:39-44

39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,

“Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said

to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they

took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you

have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the

people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said

these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had

died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a

cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

3 parts to a resurrection

1. v 39 - “Take away the stone” - Remove unbelief, doubt, hopelessness it’s time for a

resurrection. It’s time for restoration!

2. v43 - “Lazarus, come out” - Speak Life. Having faith in Jesus, knowing that He has overcome

the world! Whatever you are believing for…..speak it out!

3. v44 - “Unbind him, and let him go” - Remove the bandages, Jesus gives THE life. One that is

free from guilt and shame of the past. It’s time to loose the new man/woman in Christ!
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