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Know What’s Real - Confidence 
 
Today we are wrapping up this series Know What’s Real with the conclusion of the letter we call 
1 John.  
 
In this series we’ve seen the truth about a lot of issues that we face today just as they did then. 
John tacked these issues with the intent of disproving false teachings, and to encourage 
believers.  
 
In v13, the last verse we looked at, he says he wrote these things so you may believe in the Son 
of God, know that you have eternal life, and continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 
 
He comes at it from all angles here and makes sure all primary areas of doubt are covered. He 
wants us to have confidence. Confidence is an area that many struggle with, even when it 
comes to their faith. 
 
As John wraps up here, he gives us reasons to be confident in Christ….not because of what we 
have done but because of what Jesus does. 
 

1 John 5:14-15 (NKJV) 
Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

 
This is the confidence kick off…..if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us! 
 
This is critical to our confidence because we really believe this we will pray often but if we do not 
really believe it, we will pray only in the event of a big emergency.  
 
Do you have the confidence that He will hear you out? Do you have confidence in approaching 
God to converse with Him?  
 
Your confidence may go back to your understanding of how God views you…..little 
children…..beloved….. 
 
Can I tell you today that you are never a bother to God? Do you know that He always has time 
for you? 
 
God is not like an earthly father who sometimes is too busy or won’t take the time. He is eagerly 
waiting to hear your voice.  
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If you can picture a young child, when they want to ask an adult something. The are often timid, 
a little scared, they may kind of hide behind something, they kind of have to work up to it….and 
even then the question might be asked with hesitation.  
 
Now what about when it’s their mother or father? They approach with confidence. MOM! DAD! 
Even if they are busy. They could be on the phone, on the toilet, sleeping….it really doesn’t 
matter. I have a need, you are my parent, ready or not here I come! 
 
Which one of those ways do you approach your heavenly Father in prayer?  
 
If you confess Jesus as Lord of your life…..know the Father loves you and sees you as a 
beloved child….come with confidence! 
 
Anything you ask according to His will, know that you will have it….Jesus confirmed this truth as 
well.  
 

John 14:14 (NKJV) 
If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

 
Do you want the keys to answered prayer? The keys…..His will…..in His name. Ask according 
to His will….it’s yours. Ask in Jesus name….it’s yours. 
 
What does this mean? Well, here’s what it doesn’t mean. It doesn’t mean that when you pray if 
you ask for what you want but you say “if it’s Your will” or you conclude “in Jesus’ name” then 
it’s a rock solid guarantee…. 
 
How do you know the will of God? You get to know God.  
 
When you ask for something in Jesus name, you are asking by His authority. The One granting 
the request knows what Jesus would and wouldn’t want. 
 
So the answer to a prayer life where you confidently approach and expect to receive is one 
where you KNOW the God that you are approaching. 
 
How do you do that? By spending time with Him….reading the Word and praying. Conversing. 
 

When you meet someone new, the only way you get to know who they really are is by 
spending time with them.  
 
Some of you may remember this summer at a father/son camp I made a friend. We’ve 
kept in contact and chat regularly. At first we had nothing in common but the more time 
we spend conversing, the more we find that we do have in common. I am beginning to 
know who he is, what he likes, we pray for each other. But it all takes interaction. 
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When we pray, we converse, we interact with God. He knows us inside and out but we are 
constantly discovering more of who He is. And as we discover more of who He is, we will learn 
what He desires. 
 
We don’t pray to change God’s will, we pray to discover God’s will. 
 
Know Him. Pray with confidence. 
 

1 John 5:16-17 (NKJV) 
If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and 
He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to 
death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and 
there is sin not leading to death. 

 
I’m going to ask you to look beyond the sin leading to death and sin not leading to death. Not 
because we should ignore it but because I don’t think it’s the focus here. All unrighteousness is 
sin. Let God rank it, we just try to follow Jesus and be freed from it. 
 
The focus here is this confidence in Christ. Jesus cares about those who you care about. And 
as we pray with confidence, it should extend beyond ourselves and to others. 
 
If anyone SEES a brother sinning…. 
 
First of all, not hearsay, not gossip, not rumor mill, but if you see it….and John specifically says 
a brother, a believer…. 
 
If anyone sees that…..he will ask. He will pray! Why? Because of that confidence….that you 
know the heart of God. That you read the Word and you pray and you know God’s desire is to 
see that person forgiven and free.  
 
Part of that prayer might include “God what would you have ME do to help them” 
 

Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) 
but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ— 
 
Galatians 6:1 (NIV) 
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should 
restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 

 
Think about those you know and love…..don’t you want what’s best for them? Do YOU know 
what’s best for them? Some of you think that you do…. 
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Well, I know that God knows what’s best because what’s best is HIS perfect will carried out in 
and through their lives. And we can have a confidence not in that person’s ability to straighten 
up, not in our ability to help them overcome, Those are natural things. 
 
But we have a confidence in God’s ability to supernaturally intervene! 
 
So we have a confidence that He hears our prayer. And we have a confidence that He cares for 
those we care about. 
 

1 John 5:18-19 (NKJV) 
We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God 
keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are of God, 
and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 

 
A few weeks back we looked at this issue of sin. It’s not that believers never sin, it’s that we 
have repentant hearts. That means we feel sorrow for our sin, we regret it. And we confess it 
and turn away from it….even if we have to do that over and over.  
 
He that does this has been born of God and lives a life dedicated to following Jesus. 
 
So how do we keep ourselves as v18 says? It’s worded a little tricky…. This verse is an 
example of why reading multiple translations can help you get a better understanding. This is 
better translated -  
 

He who was born of God (Jesus - conceived of the Holy Spirit) keeps him (believer) from 
the relentless temptation and snare of the wicked one.   

 
It’s made pretty clear back in Ephesians 6: 
 

Ephesians 6:11 (NKJV) 
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 

 
You have some responsibility here….put it on…..but who keeps you from harm? Jesus 
 

- Belt of truth 
- Breastplate of righteousness 
- Sandals of peace 
- Shield of faith 
- Helmet of salvation 
- Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God 
- PRAY 
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You can’t have any of those things without Jesus! It’s He that keeps you but you also have to 
abide in Him, you have to put it on!  
 

“We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked 
one” 

 
You know we all have the “condition” of sin. It’s natural, we are born into it.  
 
And when we talk about sin….I know it’s a bad word….no one likes to think of themselves as a 
sinner…..and if you belong to Christ, you don’t have to because spiritually speaking, you are 
washed clean, born again, not who you once were…..not a “better you” but born again….new! 
 
But let’s not be naive when it comes to sin. It’s a much bigger thing than murder, drunkenness 
and sexual immorality.  
 
Sin consists of our thoughts, words, deeds, motives 
 
There are sins of commission - things we do that we shouldn’t and sins of omission - things we 
don’t do that we should 
 
All unrighteousness is sin - anything contrary to the character of Jesus. 
 
We may be born into sin but we don’t have to commit, or act on sin. Because we are of God and 
and the whole world lies under the sway (or control) of the wicked one.  
 
If you belong to Jesus, you are not of the world….He is your defender and deliverer! 
 
We can have a confidence that IN CHRIST we are more than conquerors!  
 

1 John 5:20 (NKJV) 
And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we 
may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This 
is the true God and eternal life. 

 
Confidence in prayer 
Confidence in God working in the lives of those we love 
Confidence in God working in our own lives 
Confidence that we may know Jesus Christ the true God 
 
I’ve been reading a book called Didn’t See It Coming - Overcoming the Seven Greatest 
Challenges That No One Expects and Everyone Experiences.  
 
The last section I read was about pride and ultimately the way to defeat pride is with humility. 
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There are 3 ways we walk in humility 
- Be taught and practice from a young age - rare 
- Be humiliated - temporary 
- Invite it and cultivate it, learn it and make a decision to continually walk in it 

 
This confidence we have looked at today….it takes humility. Knowing our state, admitting our 
need, and abiding in Jesus.  
 
When we walk out of here in confidence today, let it not be confidence that “I am the man, I can 
do it” but let it be “Jesus is God, He can do it in me and through me” 
 
John wraps it all up with this: 
 

1 John 5:21 (NKJV) 
Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 

 
This point stands out here, this is John’s walk off, mic drop moment. Do you want to know HOW 
you tap into all of this, not only this confidence but everything wrote in this letter, everything 
preached in this series…...little children…..it’s a Father teaching a child moment…...keep 
yourselves from idols. 
 
Idolatry is worshiping someone or something other than God. It’s someone or something other 
than God being at the center of your life.  
 
It can be a created thing or it can be a concept of God that is not biblically true.  
 

“The human heart is an idol factory” ~ John Calvin 
 
We tend to elevate a person or thing to the highest place in our lives but then they fail us or 
disappoint us, and then we tear them down and look for the next thing. 
 
An idol can be a good thing put in God’s place, that’s a bad thing…. 
 
Spouse, children, boyfriend/girlfriend, job, hobbies, money, grades,  
 
Jesus doesn’t exist to give you idols. He exists to be your Lord and Savior, the object of your 
worship, and deliver you from your idols…. 
 
Who or what is your confidence in?  
 
What idols do you need to lay down today so that you can walk out in confidence today that 
Jesus hears your prayer and will work in your life and the lives of those you love? 


