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I AM: The Light 
 
Today I’m continuing the series of I AMs from the gospel of John. Jesus made seven I AM 
statements that John recorded. Each of these is a declaration of WHO Jesus is.  
 
Each of these declarations express Jesus’ saving relationship toward the world. Each of these 
declarations is a revelation of who Jesus IS. That is my desire, to know Him, I hope that is the 
desire of your heart as well. 
 
A couple things I want to remind you of each week is that John wrote this gospel with the 
purpose of proving that Jesus is God. This is why there is a whole lot more about who Jesus is 
that there is about what He did (miracles).  
 
The second thing I want you to remember is that people are not always who we THINK they are. 
We base our opinion of who we think they are on what we have seen or what we have heard.  
 
There are people that we have no idea what they are really like because we believe what we 
hear or base our opinion on a one time or limited experience. We judge them by how we think 
they ought to act or what we think they ought to do.  
 
We often treat Jesus the same way. We try to fit Him into our lifestyle. We try to make Him who 
we want Him to be instead of accepting Him for who He is. Often we have a misunderstanding 
of who He is because we have limited experience with Him. 
 
Jesus is truth (John 14:6), so everything He says is true. We need to know what He says, who 
does Jesus say He is! Because that is the reality of who He is, no matter what your idea of Him 
is. He is who He says He is! 
 
The first thing we looked at was this declaration: “I am the bread of life” 
 
He made this declaration to the crowd that was following Him because he fed 5,000 (20,000) 
people with five fish and two loaves.  
 
He is the bread of life because if we come to Him, believe, put our hope in Him, we will be 
satisfied, our desires will be fulfilled. We just have to keep focus on Him. Don’t focus your time 
and energy on what you can gain or obtain in this life. Instead keep your focus on Him, in doing 
so you will have all you need to endure this life and forever! 
 
This week we are going to look at the second I AM. Please turn to John chapter 8 
 
PRAY 
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John 8:12 (NKJV) 
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 

 
Now something that I find interesting is the timing for this statement. Jesus is speaking to them 
during the Feast of Tabernacles.  
 
One feature of the feast was illumination of the Temple. The pilgrims who came to the Temple 
would bring lights and torches. Further the golden lamps stands would also be lighted 
illuminating the Temple. This prophetically looked forward to the coming of the Messiah. 
 
It’s during this time that Jesus says “I am the light of the world” He doesn’t say “I have the light” 
or “I can give the light” He says “I AM the light” 
 
Prior to this the chief priests and the Pharisees had been trying to arrest and convict Jesus of 
blasphemy. They tried to trick Him into saying things that would surely expose Him as a fraud. 
 
They bring to Him this woman that was caught in adultery. He tells them that whoever is without 
sin can throw the first stone at her. They drop their stones and step away.  
 
Then Jesus says to her, “Woman where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned 
you?” 
 
She says “No one, Lord” 
 
Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you: go and sin no more” 
 
The light that is Jesus, does not overlook sin or darkness in our life. The light exposes the 
darkness. The light drives the darkness OUT! 
 
Notice He told the woman Go and sin no more. That literally means to leave your life of sin. 
Leave it! Turn away! That is repentance….. 
 
Submit to Him as Lord and He will forgive you. His light will expose darkness, it will drive out 
darkness and you turn away from it! 
 
Jesus IS light. The light of the world. What is light? 
 
Light is truth! Light is understanding, knowledge. Think about it…. 
 
You have made statements like: “Enlighten me”, “You really shed some light on that for me”, or 
when someone doesn’t know something “I’m in the dark on that one”, “Hello, is the light on?” 
 
We know exactly what light is. Light is truth! Jesus is light! Jesus is truth! If you are following 
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me….Jesus is the truth of the world! That is what this light is!  
 
Any “light” that is not in line with Jesus is no light at all. 
 
What does light do?  
 
John 3:21 (NKJV) 

But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that 
they have been done in God.” 

 
One thing that light does is reveal. To reveal is to discover, to show, to make known something 
before unknown or concealed. Light enables us to see things that were there but were not seen 
because of the darkness. Darkness conceals but light reveals! 
 
Have you ever been in the pitch black, you can’t see anything without light! Light reveals what is 
right in front of you, light reveals what is all around you. Without light you can’t see! 
 
This is why the truth, the Word of God, shows us our sin, it reveals the darkness that was once 
concealed.  
 
C.S. Lewis said, “I believe in Christ like I believe in the sun. Not only because I see it, but 
because by it all things are seen.” 
 
Light reveals or exposes darkness. I was with a few pastors a while back and one of them told 
me that they have only heard one sort of negative comment about Freedom Reigns in the last 
several months. 
 
He said that this person said they are afraid to come to our church. I said “huh, I don’t think they 
have ever been here but they know others who attend here so I don’t know why they would be 
“afraid”. The other pastor quickly said, “I’ll tell you why they are afraid, they’re afraid of the Spirit. 
He might change them!”  
 
You see some people avoid church simply because they don’t want to be exposed. They don’t 
want truth. People believe that what they know is truth whether it actually is or not. But once the 
Light of the World (Christ), is revealed to them, a decision has to be made. You know people 
don’t like change, especially if they don’t think there is anything wrong to begin with. 
 
If that is you in this place today, don’t be afraid of God’s revealing light, His truth. It does not 
expose darkness in your life to embarrass you, truth exposes darkness for your good, so you 
can be free, so so you can walk in the light as Jesus is in the light! 
 
Ephesians 5:8-14 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 
light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding 
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out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things 
which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest 
by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: 
 
“Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, 
And Christ will give you light.” 

 
Once you come to Christ, you know truth. You are to walk in the light (the truth). Walk as 
children of the light finding our what is acceptable to God. There is a verse that advocates 
reading the bible for yourself. People make mistakes, don’t rely on my preaching or someone 
else’s preaching or teaching as your only source of truth. 
 
In fact take everything I say and look it up for yourself. You have a responsibility to know the 
truth or else you can’t walk in it. You have to find out, test, examine, scrutinise in order to know 
what is acceptable to God! 
 
Once you know the light and you are walking in it, you don’t continue to have fellowship with 
darkness. Cut the junk out of your life!  
 
You know, people get so hung up on terms sometimes. I used to think darkness was just “the 
bad stuff.” I think lots of people think that way. Sin, darkness, they are such nasty words, even 
to sinners. Of course they sound nasty….they are! 
 
Darkness is simply this: Absence of light.  
 
Genesis 1:1-4 (NKJV) 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 

 
3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it 
was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. 

 
Did you see where God created darkness??? Me neither. He created light. Darkness is simply 
an absence of light! 
 
 
 

A University professor at a well known institution of higher learning challenged his 
students with this question. “Did God create everything that exists?” One student bravely 
replied, “Yes he did!” 
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“God created everything?” The professor asked. “Yes sir, he certainly did,” the student 
replied. 
 
The professor answered, “If God created everything; then God created evil. And, since 
evil exists, and according to the principal that our works define who we are, then we can 
assume God is evil.” 
 
The student became quiet and did not answer the professor’s hypothetical definition. 
The professor, quite pleased with himself, boasted to the students that he had proven 
once more that the Christian faith was a myth. 
 
Another student raised his hand and said, “May I ask you a question, professor?” 
“Of course”, replied the professor. The student stood up and asked, “Professor, does 
cold exist?” 
 
“What kind of question is this? Of course it exists. Have you never been cold?” The other 
students snickered at the young man’s question. 
 
The young man replied, “In fact sir,cold does not exist. According to the laws of physics, 
what we consider cold is in reality the absence of heat. Every body or object is 
susceptible to study when it has or transmits energy, and heat is what makes a body or 
matter have or transmit energy. Absolute zero (-460 F) is the total absence of heat; and 
all matter becomes inert and incapable of reaction at that temperature. Cold does not 
exist. We have created this word to describe how we feel if we have no heat.” 
 
The student continued, “Professor, does darkness exist?” The professor responded, “Of 
course it does.” 
 
The student replied, “Once again you are wrong sir, darkness does not exist either. 
Darkness is in reality the absence of light. Light we can study, but not darkness. In fact, 
we can use Newton’s prism to break white light into many colors and study the various 
wavelengths of each color. You cannot measure darkness. A simple ray of light can 
break into a world of darkness and illuminate it. How can you know how dark a certain 
space is? You measure the amount of light present. Isn’t this correct? Darkness is a 
term used by man to describe what happens when there is no light present.” 
 
Finally the young man asked the professor, “Sir, does evil exist?” Now uncertain, the 
professor responded, “Of course, as I have already said. We see it everyday. It is in the 
daily examples of man’s inhumanity to man. It is in the multitude of crime and violence 
everywhere in the world. These manifestations are nothing else but evil.” 
 
To this the student replied, “Evil does not exist, sir, or at least it does not exist unto itself. 
Evil is simply the absence of God. It is just like darkness and cold, a word that man has 
created to describe the absence of God. God did not create evil. Evil is the result of what 
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happens when man does not have God’s love present in his heart. It’s like the cold that 
comes when there is no heat, or the darkness that comes when there is no light.” 
 
The professor sat down. The young student’s name, Albert Einstein. 

 
Another thing about light is light gives life! 
 
Think about light and life for a minute. Things that you want to grow: trees, flowers, fruit and 
vegetables, they require sunlight. Even plants that grow in the shade still get light, they are not 
in total darkness. 
 
Now think about things you don’t really want to grow: mold, fungi, moss, those things thrive in 
darkness. You don’t want the things that thrive in secret, shady places! 
 
It’s just the same with the light of Christ. It brings life into you. We see that at the end of John 
8:12 
 
John 8:12 (NKJV) 

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 

 
When you have the light and you know the truth, it gives you life! People think that living the way 
you want is “really living” but this which we read is the truth! 
 
Are there things in your life that thrive in the secret, shady places? Consider your thoughts, your 
habits, your relationships. Do you have things that you would be ashamed or embarrassed if 
your parents, wife, children, or friends discovered? 
 
Because they will be exposed at some point. Light always wins. Read the book of Revelation, 
light wins. You also have to remember that God can see in the dark. He doesn’t expose 
darkness with light for His sake, he already sees it.  
 
But He will expose it so you can see it. You NEED the Light of the world. You NEED Jesus! We 
all do…. 
 
In Proverbs 16 it says “In the light of the king’s face is life” This is what I’m trying to relay in this 
series….we need to see Jesus, the King, for who He IS! There is life in knowing HIM. The more 
you know truth, the more you know Him. 
 
The more you know Him, the more you know what He wants for you! He calls us out of 
darkness and into His light… 
 
John 12:46 (NKJV) 

I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in 
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darkness. 
 
Abide means to continue to be present. If you believe in Jesus you should not continue to be 
present in darkness! 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:5 (NKJV) 

You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 
 
Jesus is the light. Now if we are in Him and He is in us, would not we, the church, be the light of 
the world? 
 
John 9:5 (NKJV) 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
 
John 12:35-36a (NKJV) 

35 Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you 
have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know 
where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become 
sons of light.” 
 

Jesus is not in the world, He is in heaven. But He shows His light through us, the Holy Spirit 
inside of us! We are not the light . . . we REPRESENT the light. We become sons of light.  
 
 
ASK JASON TO COME 
 
 
This is where the church needs to step it up. When I say the church I don’t mean just me or just 
church leaders, I mean YOU. YOU represent the Light, the truth, at least you are supposed to. 
 
We say all the time how Christianity is not a religion, it’s a relationship. I hate the fact that this 
statement is mocked and looked at as a cliche. It ought to be truth. We have to KNOW Him. 
Jesus is the bread of life, Jesus is the light of the world. It’s not you and me. It’s HIM! 
 
Religion is man doing works in effort to reach God; Christian faith is about God reaching down 
to us.  
 
 
 
This Christian faith is about one thing and one thing only, Jesus! If you take Jesus out of the 
equation then we have nothing. This is why He is the bread of life, the one thing that you can 
not live without, the one thing that you will not live without. He is the only way to everlasting life.  
 
This is why He is the light...because He is the hope in which we can live. He overcomes 
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darkness. His light shows us the way! 
 
When it is dark outside and you have lights on inside, if you open your curtains, dark does not 
come in, light goes out! 
 
If we get lost and we are in darkness and we see this light. The light shows us the way out. As 
we follow the light, guess what? The path or the direction we take is not up to us.  
 
Will you follow the path that the Holy Spirit is trying to lead you down? Will you allow Jesus to be 
your light?  
 
Will you be His light?  
 
I’d like to open this altar for a time of prayer. If you need to receive Christ for the first time, or 
you need to recommit to Him, or you just want to seek His face, I want you to come down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


