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Quality Faith: Brotherly Kindness 
 
Faith in Jesus is the most important choice a person makes. Faith is more than just believing in 
something. Faith is confidence or trust in a person or thing. So faith in Jesus is believing in 
Jesus but that includes having confidence in Jesus and trusting Jesus. 
 
That is where the Christian life begins. 2 Peter 1 says that we are given all things that pertain to 
life and godliness. The very first thing is faith. That very thing that we exercise, faith, comes 
from God. When we turn to Him and place our confidence and trust in our Almighty Creator, we 
are making the best choice a person can make in this lifetime. 
 
So faith is great, faith is important…..BUT we need MORE than faith.  
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

 
So we don’t need more than faith to be saved but we need more than faith to live this life. Here 
are the qualities that Peter instructs us to add to our faith. 
 
2 Peter 1:5-7 

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 

 
I’ve preached on each of these up through godliness so far, feel free to jump on our website and 
check out any that you have missed. Today we will focus on brotherly kindness.  
 
Whether you are an adult or a child you are to be kind to your brother! It doesn’t say anything 
about sisters so feel free to pick on your sisters. 
 
Brotherly kindness comes from the Greek word philadelphia. Who knows what the nickname for 
the Philadelphia, PA is? The city of brotherly love! 
 
Philadelphia means brotherly love, the love of brothers or sisters. In the new testament it is the 
love which Christians cherish for each other as brethren. Or in modern terms it is the love that 
moves Christians to appreciate, defend, encourage, love, and care for each other as brothers 
and sisters. 
 
To break down the word philadelphia a little more. Philadelphia comes from two words: Philos 
and Adelphos. 
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Philos means friend, companion, or to be friendly. This word is where the Greek word phileo 
comes from. Many of you may have heard of phileo. It is a type of love found in family 
relationships. Phileo is not used in relation to God and it is not the same kind of love that a 
husband and wife would share. 
 
Adelphos means a brother or a fellow associate united to another by some form of bond. (blood, 
adoption, membership, common interest, etc.) 
 
Have faith in Jesus, accept His Word as the standard, obtain a knowledge of the truth, submit to 
the Holy Spirit, fight against the flesh, honor esteem God highly, then add to all of that brotherly 
kindness, loving fellow believers as family! 
 
You know when you have a family member that has a serious boyfriend or girlfriend? 
Sometimes they have been around for a long time, you might even kind of view them as family 
even though they have not committed to the family by marriage. Once they marry your family 
member, things change.  
 
While your view of them might not change much, something is different. NOW they are family! 
Maybe you would have done anything for them before but even that is different. We are often 
more protective of family, we are often care more deeply for family, we have some obligations 
toward them because they are family. It’s because what happens is something spiritual! 
 
Genesis 2:24 

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh. 

 
That’s why the boyfriend or girlfriend marrying into the family changes. They unite and become 
one! There is a shift in the spiritual realm of your family. 
 
Well that is how I view church membership. Members are family, regular attendees are like 
someone dating family, and visitors are like friends of family. Not that any are less important or 
bad, they just show different levels of commitment based on relationships. 
 
Something happens there as well when that commitment is made a covenant is signed and you 
join the church becoming part of this local body of believers to fulfill the work of Jesus! 
 
Similarly, when you accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, you become a child of God and you 
become part of the family! Again, there is a spiritual change, a shift occurs and you become one 
with Christ! When you do so you should feel different towards your family of fellow 
believers….other children of God….brothers and sisters.  
 
Brotherly kindness! Loving them as though they were family! 
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When kids spend the night I treat them like part of my family. One night Xander had to draw a 
couple of consequence cards and one of them said get a snack for everyone in the family, the 
other said get the family drinks all night. So he’s asking people what they want. Marissa wanted 
some cookies.  
 
Cartor was spending the night that day and he said “Am I family? If I am I would take some of 
those cookies” I said “You bet you are, you are staying in our home, you are family, tell Xander 
what you want to drink too!” 
 
In Romans under the heading “Behave Like a Christian” you find this instruction from Paul: 
 
Romans 12:9-13 

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly 
affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 
another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in 
hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs 
of the saints, given to hospitality. 

 
This is behaving like a Christian! Be kindly affectionate to one another WITH brotherly love! 
Treat each others as members on one family.  
 
Now it says to do this to one another. So the question is do you have to love your brother or 
sister if they don’t love you? YES! What were you taught as a child…..the golden rule. Treat 
others the way you want to be treated. Did you know that is in the bible? Jesus said it! 
 
Matthew 7:12 

12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. 

 
Brotherly kindness is not conditional. No matter how a brother treats you, you are to be kind and 
love them as family.  
 
The second part of Romans 12:10 says “in honor giving preference to one another.” So not only 
do you have to show brothers unconditional love but also honor them above ourselves? YES! 
 
Honor is something that belongs or is shown to one by reason of rank and state of office which 
he holds. It’s because of position. 
 
Romans 8:16-17 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
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Why does a fellow believer deserve honor? Because they are royalty! Joint heirs with 
Christ….children of GOD!  
 
How do kings (or presidents) treat each other. They honor other kings or presidents above 
themselves. They recognize their rank or position of office and honor them for it. They roll out 
the red carpet when they arrive they have the best for them, the best food in the country and 
usually a very nice gift. 
 
The person sitting next to you right now, if they have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, they 
are in a position of great rank, royalty in the Kingdom of God, and they deserve to be honored 
as such.  
 
This doesn’t ONLY apply to those sitting here today though but to all brothers and sisters in 
Christ no matter what their church affiliation is. If they are joint heirs, they deserve to be honored 
by other believers! 
 
Now as a believer don’t let the honor thing go to your head ….. 
 
Romans 12:3 

3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each 
one a measure of faith. 

 
Paul goes on to say we are all members on one body but we don’t all have the same gifts. But 
just as you are not to think TOO highly of yourself because of your giftings. Don’t think TOO 
highly of yourself in demanding honor.  
 
You can’t go around insisting that other believers honor you because you are supposed to put 
them above yourself. That’s humility. People and God honor humility. 
 
Remember it’s because of Christ that you deserve honor, without Him you deserve none!  
 
Sometimes even remembering that a brother is deserving of love and honor, it can still be hard 
to show them these things if in the natural “they don’t deserve it”. Maybe they did something to 
offend you or for some reason you just don’t like them too much….. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:9 

9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you 
yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 

 
If you have trouble showing brotherly kindness toward someone…..pray! Ask the Holy Spirit to 
teach you to show this brotherly kindness unconditionally.  
 
John 14:26 
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26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 

 
If you struggle with something or lack in some area of your life…..ASK the Holy Spirit to teach 
you. He is the GREATEST teacher! You need patience, He can teach you. You need to listen 
better, He can teach you. You need to be more thoughtful, He can teach you. You need to love 
more, He can teach you! 
 
*Disclaimer - You don’t always get what you expect! He will teach you, but it may not (probably 
won’t) be how you want it to be…. 
 
So the Holy Spirit can teach you to show brotherly kindness and love but Jesus also taught us 
this already by example. 
 
1 John 3:16-19 

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his 
brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in 
him? 

 
18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And 
by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 

 
Jesus taught us to love our brothers when He showed us His great love for us! Aren’t you glad 
that Jesus didn’t decide not to do this for you because you didn’t deserve it, or because you 
didn’t show love toward Him? He taught us unconditional brotherly kindness by treating us as 
family, loving us dearly, and laying down His life for US! 
 
See how this ties back to the previous quality of Godliness? Esteem Jesus highly, respect Him 
above all things.  
 
Then because of Jesus’ great love for us, we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  
 
Christ’s sacrifice is not only the proof of His love but is also the standard of our love.  
 
 
What can the church do to ensure that it functions the way that it ought to? Brotherly kindness! 
The reason brotherly kindness is so important is because it is part of God’s design for the 
church!  
 
How many times do you hear people say they feel awkward or out of place at church? How 
often do you hear of churches gossiping and backbiting? They lack brotherly kindness! 
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People need to feel welcome, if they don’t, they likely will be so focused on how they feel, that 
they might miss what God wants to speak to them!  
 
When people are worried about gossips and backbiters in the church, they are less likely to 
share their needs and develop relationships, then they don’t “feel” like family.  
 
We need to show love how Christ did….. 
 
John 15:12-13 

12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater 
love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 

 
We need to view brothers and sisters in Christ like Paul did…. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:8 

8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the 
gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 

 
If we don’t, we are in a dangerous place…. 
 
1 John 2:9-11 

9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 10 He 
who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 
But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know 
where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

 
Love is a characteristic of light and hate is a characteristic of darkness. This shows that a 
person reveals their relationship with God by their relationship with others.  
 
1 Peter 1:22 

22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere 
love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 

 
We are to love one another purposefully, diligently, with a pure heart, free from selfish motives. 
Just care for your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
Love them. Help them. Pray for them. No matter if they deserve it or not! No matter if they do it 
for you or not! 
 
Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 
another! 
 
Remember that honor is due to a believer because they are joint heirs with Christ and because 
of their position in Him…...they are royalty! 
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Show unconditional love because Jesus loves you…. 
 
 
CLOSE: hold hands across the aisle, say “I am royalty”, pray for one another 


