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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: Good morning. As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and 
Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their 
story and their stewardship of the land and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the 
many generations.   
As we meet, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—the 
community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us share our hope, our faith, and our 
joy, together, in signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Welcome to this service of worship on this Second Sunday in Lent for this church 
year.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here at the Church of 
The Advent, during this time of transition.   
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  Come, come with 
your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves us all and all are 
welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “I do not glory except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.’” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 450 “You Call Us, Lord to Be”  
(Text: Jane Manton Marshall {1924-} © 1982 Hope Publishing Company. Music: John David Edwards {1806-1885}.) 

  
You call us, Lord, to be a people set apart, 

 To feel with thoughtful mind and think with tender heart. 
 

Refrain:  
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask for faith in your 

 Unfailing grace to make us equal to the task. 
 
 You call us, Lord, to care for self and neighbour too, 

To take the risk and dare to show what love can do.  (Refrain) 
 
 You call us, Lord, to be good stewards of the earth, 

To trend it as a place of blessedness and worth. (Refrain) 
   

 You call us, Lord, to serve: to die that we may live, 
To know we best receive when joyfully we give. (Refrain) 

 
  
 

 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son, you made an instrument of death to be the means 
of life. Grant us grace that we might find glory in the cross of Christ, so that we may gladly 
endure all life’s struggles for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Saviour and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
  
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered 
death upon the cross, give us faith to perceive his glory, that being strengthened by his grace 
we may be changed into his likeness, from glory into glory; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: VU 647 “Travel On, Travel On” (Verses 1 & 4) 
(Sydney Carter 1969, Words, and music © 1969, 1991 Stainer and Bell. Used with permission of Hope Publishing 
Company)  

 
Travel on, travel on, there’s a spirit that is flowing, 

 A spirit that is flowing night and day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the river that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 
 In the kingdom of heaven is our end and our beginning, 
 The road that we must travel every day. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 
 
 



Psalm: 22:22-30 (Pg. 730) 
 
22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * 
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
 
23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 
but when they cry to him he hears them. 
 
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who 
worship him. 
 
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
“May your heart live for ever!” 
 
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
 
27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 
 
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down 
in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
 
29 My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever. 
 
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * the saving deeds that he has 
done. 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 4:13-25   
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is 
no law, neither is there violation.  
 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the 



father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that 
he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall 
your descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but 
he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to 
do what he had promised. Therefore, his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the 
words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: VU 633 “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”  
(Words: Sylvia Dunstan {1989 © 1991 G.I.A. Publications Inc, Music: Basil Harwood 1898 - by permission of Executors 
of the late Dr. Basil Harwood) 

   
Bless now, O God, the journey that all your people make, 

  The path through noise and silence, the way of give and take. 
  The trail is found in desert and winds the mountain round, 
  Then leads beside waters, the road where faith is found. 
 
  Bless sojourners and pilgrims who share the winding way, 
  Whose hope burns through the terrors, whose love sustains the day. 
  We yearn for holy freedom while often we are bound. 
  Together we are seeking the road where faith is found. 
 
  Divine Eternal Lover, you meet us on the road. 
  We wait for lands of promise where milk and honey flow. 
  But waiting not for places, you meet us all around. 
  Our covenant is written on roads, as faith is found. 
 

Gospel: Mark 8: 31-38   
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’  
 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:  Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
                                                                                                         
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People - February 28, 2021 
 

God of the covenant, you call us to be fruitful servants within creation, and to offer our lives as 
the foundation of your realm.  We lay before you the desires of our hearts, that we may be 
transformed by their fulfillment.  In penitence and faith let us make our prayer to God and ask 
for his mercy and grace.  

As I end each petition with “We pray to you, O Lord” 
you are invited to respond with “Lord, have mercy.” 

 
 
 



For your holy people, that they may triumph over evil and grow in grace,  
we pray to you, O Lord: Lord, have mercy 

 
For the leaders of the nations, that you will guide them in the ways of mercy and truth,  

we pray to you, O Lord: Lord, have mercy 
 

For the needy, that they may not be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor be taken away,  
we pray to you, O Lord: Lord, have mercy 

 
For the sick in body, mind, and spirit, that they may know your power to heal, For the sick, 
especially Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Dimas, and Derek, and for those who care for them, and for those 
known only to you, Dear Lord.  For the dying, and for all who have asked for our prayers, that you 
will cause light to shine out of their darkness,  

we pray to you, O Lord: Lord, have mercy 
 

For those who mourn,  
we pray to you, O Lord: Lord, have mercy 

 
For the poor in spirit, that they may inherit the kingdom of heaven and see you face to face,  

we pray to you, O Lord: Lord, have mercy 
 

Grant, O God, that the prayers we offer may be your channel for new and abundant life not 
only hoped for, but worked for, through faithful word and deed. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  



thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: G 787 “Take Up Your Cross”  
(text: David Haas {1957-}, Music: David Haas © 2001, G.I.A. Publications Inc.) 

  
Refrain:  
If you lose your life for my sake, you will find it. 

  If you want to save your life, let it go. 
  Take up your cross, deny yourself: 
  Come, follow me, follow me. 
 
  How will you profit by gaining the world while you forfeit your life? 
  What will you give in return? What will you give in return?  (Refrain) 
 
  Before I return in glory, I will give you the gift of my love: 
  You will never taste death. You will never taste death.  (Refrain) 
  
Commissioning: Merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living 
creature. Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering 
the account that we must one day give before the throne of heaven, may be fruitful stewards of 
your good gifts, through the power of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 



 
TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. Peter & S. Paul, Esquimalt, & Diocese of New Westminster. 

In the Selkirk Region for Regional Chaplaincies in hospital. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   

Joan, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, Trevor, & Derek. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   


