
Parables   -   The   Hidden   Treasure  
 
Have   you   ever   heard   one   of   those   stories   of   someone   finding   an   old   box   in   the   attic   or  
crawlspace   and   they   open   it   and   it   has   something   valuable   in   it?   
 
I’ve   remodeled   2   houses   and   both   times   remember   as   I   was   tearing   a   wall   or   ceiling   out,   I   was  
looking   for   hidden   treasure.   There’s   excitement   in   finding   something   you   didn’t   know   was   there.   
 
One   of   my   favorite   movies   as   a   kid   was   The   Goonies   where   these   kids   discover   an   old   pirate  
map   which   they   follow   to   an   underground   cavern   in   search   of   the   lost   treasure.  
 
There   is   supposedly   a   bronze   treasure   chest   filled   with   $2   million   in   gold   and   jewels   hidden   in  
the   Rocky   Mountains   that   thousands   of   people   have   looked   for   in   the   last   9   years.   A   couple   of  
people   have   even   died   looking   for   it.   The   most   recent   one,   a   couple   of   years   ago,   was   a   pastor  
of   a   church   called   Connection   Church   in   Colorado...don’t   worry,   I   won’t   be   looking   for   it...  
 
What   is   the   draw   to   finding   treasure?   Why   is   it   so   appealing   to   us?   I   don’t   think   we   are   all   money  
hungry,   just   looking   to   get   rich   quick.   I   think   we   like   the   adventure,   we   like   the   excitement,   and   at  
our   core,   we   and   built   for   discovery...so   seek   something   valuable...so   desire   to   find   what   we  
don’t   have…more   of   Jesus!  
 
Today’s   parable   is   the   parable   of   the   hidden   treasure.  
 

Matthew   13:44   (NKJV)  
“Again,   the   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   treasure   hidden   in   a   field,   which   a   man   found   and  
hid;   and   for   joy   over   it   he   goes   and   sells   all   that   he   has   and   buys   that   field.  

 
This   parable   has   often   been   taught   as   a   picture   of   a   sinner   seeking   salvation.   That   if   a   man  
finds   the   treasure   of   eternal   life,   he’d   sell   everything   he   has   to   buy   that   field   that   contains   the  
treasure...but   there’s   a   problem   with   that...we   can’t   buy   or   earn   eternal   life!  
 

Ephesians   2:8-9   (NKJV)  
For   by   grace   you   have   been   saved   through   faith,   and   that   not   of   yourselves;   it   is   the   gift  
of   God,   9   not   of   works,   lest   anyone   should   boast.  

 
Being   able   to   buy   or   earn   eternal   life   goes   against   our   core   belief   that   salvation   is   a   free   gift   that  
is   accessed   ONLY   through   faith   in   Jesus.   HE   paid   the   price.   WE   believe   and   receive.   
 
I   think   it’s   key   to   also   realize   that   this   is   one   of   the   few   parables   that   Jesus   speaks   only   to   the  
disciples,   not   to   the   crowds.   
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That’s   one   of   the   most   important   things   in   studying   scriptures.   We   should   always   ask,   “Who   is  
this   being   spoken   to?”   Because   if   you   don’t   know   the   audience,   it’s   difficult   to   know   the   true  
intended   meaning.   
 
This   parable   is   spoken   to   those   who   spent   the   most   time   with   Jesus.   The   ones   who   have   heard  
many   stories.   Seen   Him   minister   in   miraculous   ways.   These   people   knew   what   eternal   life   was.  
They   knew   Jesus...personally,   intimately...I   don’t   believe   He   is   just   now   talking   to   them   about  
salvation.  
 
He   had   already   taught   them   about   how   He   fulfilled   the   law,   about   forgiveness,   about  
discipleship,   treasure   in   heaven,   loving   your   enemies,   he   gave   them   power   over   evil   spirits,  
sickness,   and   disease,   fearing   God,   confessing   Christ   before   others…  
 
I   THINK   we   are   past   elementary   teaching   about   salvation,   don’t   you?   He   says   to   the   disciples:   
 

Matthew   13:44   (NKJV)  
“Again,   the   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   treasure   hidden   in   a   field,   which   a   man   found   and  
hid;   and   for   joy   over   it   he   goes   and   sells   all   that   he   has   and   buys   that   field.  

 
Let’s   make   some   observations:  
 

- What   did   the   man   buy?    Don’t   say   treasure...he   has   to   purchase   the   field   where   he   found  
the   treasure,   in   order   to   possess   the   treasure.   

 
- How   did   the   man   come   up   with   the   money   to   buy   the   field?    He   sold   everything   he  

owned.  
 

- What   state   of   mind   was   the   man   in   when   doing   this?    He   was   joyful.   This   means   he   was  
not   sad,   disappointed,   or   sorry   for   what   he   had   to   give   up.   

 
This   entire   parable   hinges   on   one   thing...who   is   this   man?   
 
We   assume   we   know   who   this   man   is...a   sinner.   And   when   we   do   that,   we   base   everything   else  
off   of   that   assumption.   
 

Let’s   look   at   a   20   questions   mystery   as   an   example:   (don’t   spoil   if   you’ve   heard   it   b4)  
 
Mary   lies   dead   on   the   floor.   Tom   is   asleep   on   the   couch.   A   colorless,   odorless   liquid  
surrounds   Mary’s   body,   and   broken   pieces   of   glass   are   also   scattered   around   her.   The  
windows   and   doors   are   all   locked   from   the   inside.   What   happened?  

 
You   have   immediately   made   some   assumptions   about   the   story   as   you   try   to   figure   out  
what   happened.   And   based   on   those   assumptions,   you   could   ask   questions.  
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The   windows   may   be   locked   but   are   any   broken?   NO  
Is   the   liquid   water?   YES  
Did   Mary   drop   a   glass   of   water   before   she   died   because   she   was   scared?   NO  
Is   it   really   a   house?   Is   Tom   really   asleep?   YES,   YES,   but   think   beyond   the   simple   facts.  
Who   are   you   assuming   Mary   is?   A   cop?   A   robber?   NO,   NO  
Is   Mary   a   woman?   NO….for   some   of   you   the   light   turned   on…  
Is   Mary   a   human?   NO.   
 
Tom   is   a   cat.   Mary   is   a   goldfish.   Tom   knocked   the   fishbowl   off   the   table,   it   broke,   and  
Mary   died.   Tom   took   a   nap.  

 
In   the   same   way   we   made   an   assumption   of   who   Mary   is,   we   make   an   assumption   of   who   “the  
man”   is   in   the   parable.   
 
What   if   this   man   is   not   just   a   man?   What   if   he’s   not   a   sinner   looking   for   salvation?   What   if   the  
man   who   bought   this   field   is   Jesus?  
 
In   Matthew   13   just   before   this   parable,   Jesus   tells   a   parable   AND   the   parable’s   meaning.   It   too  
has   a   man   and   a   field...and   in   His   explanation,   Jesus   reveals   that   He   is   the   man   and   the   field   is  
this   world.   
 

Matthew   13:44   (NKJV)  
“Again,   the   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   treasure   hidden   in   a   field,   which   a   man   found   and  
hid;   and   for   joy   over   it   he   goes   and   sells   all   that   he   has   and   buys   that   field.  

 
Jesus   is   the   one   who   finds   the   treasure.   
We   are   the   treasure.   
The   field   is   this   world   which   currently   belongs   to   satan,   the   ruler   of   this   world.   
 

John   12:31   (NKJV)  
Now   is   the   judgment   of   this   world;   now   the   ruler   of   this   world   will   be   cast   out.  

 
1   John   5:19   (NKJV)  
We   know   that   we   are   of   God,   and   the   whole   world   lies   under   the   sway   of   the   wicked   one.  

 
Jesus   gives   up   everything   to   purchase   (redeem)   this   world   and   claim   (us)   His   possession.   
 
Let’s   see   where   this   (Jesus   is   the   man   in   the   parable)   checks   out   in   the   scriptures:  
 

The   man   finds   the   treasure   and   has   joy   over   it...  
 

Hebrews   12:2   (NKJV)  
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looking   unto   Jesus,   the   author   and   finisher   of   our   faith,   who   for   the   joy   that   was   set  
before   Him   endured   the   cross,   despising   the   shame,   and   has   sat   down   at   the   right   hand  
of   the   throne   of   God.  

 
Do   you   think   Jesus   had   joy   about   the   pain   and   suffering   of   the   cross?   NO...He   had   joy   knowing  
that   YOU   were   His   treasure,   the   reward   for   His   suffering!   You   were   the   joy   that   was   set   before  
Him!  
 

The   man   sold   all   that   he   had  
 

Philippians   2:6-7   (NKJV)  
who,   being   in   the   form   of   God,   did   not   consider   it   robbery   to   be   equal   with   God,   7   but  
made   Himself   of   no   reputation,   taking   the   form   of   a   bondservant,   and   coming   in   the  
likeness   of   men.  

 
Jesus   gave   up   heaven.   He   stepped   down   from   His   throne.   He   came   as   a   servant,   not   as   God  
but   as   a   man...He   gave   it   all   up   for   YOU  
 

The   man   bought   that   field   to   get   the   treasure...  
 

1   Corinthians   6:19-20   (NKJV)  
Or   do   you   not   know   that   your   body   is   the   temple   of   the   Holy   Spirit   who   is   in   you,   whom  
you   have   from   God,   and   you   are   not   your   own?   20   For   you   were   bought   at   a   price;  
therefore   glorify   God   in   your   body   and   in   your   spirit,   which   are   God’s.  

 
Jesus   paid   the   price...He   shed   His   blood   so   that   YOU,   who   belonged   to   the   enemy...could   be  
purchased   back.   You   were   bought   at   a   price!  
 
If   Jesus   is   the   man   in   the   parable.   And   we   are   the   treasure   that   He   gave   His   all   to   purchase  
back   from   the   world   (enemy)...if   you   were   the   joy   that   was   set   before   Him….  
 
WHAT   DOES   THAT   SAY   ABOUT   YOU?  
 

You   are   a   treasure.   You   have   such   value   and   Jesus   loves   you   so   much   that   He   would   do  
anything   to   have   you.  

 
Some   of   you   don’t   believe   that   this   morning.   Some   of   you   believe   the   lies   of   the   enemy.   Some   of  
you   are   trying   to   work   for   God’s   approval,   earn   your   way   to   heaven...and   you   are   failing  
miserably…  
 
You   don’t   have   to   be   perfect...Jesus   was   perfect   for   you.   
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2   Corinthians   8:9   (NKJV)  
For   you   know   the   grace   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   that   though   He   was   rich,   yet   for   your  
sakes   He   became   poor,   that   you   through   His   poverty   might   become   rich.  

 
HOW   GOD   SEES   YOU  
 
He   sees   you   as   a   treasure…He   sees   you   as   a   treasure.   
 
I   don’t   know   about   you   but   I   can   struggle   to   see   myself   as   a   treasure.   I   see   my   wife   as   a  
treasure.   I   see   my   kids   as   a   treasure.   But   all   of   those   view   are   through   my   own   eyes...shaped  
by   my   soul   (mind,   will,   emotions).   
 
I   will   usually   only   see   myself   as   a   treasure   when   I’m   viewing   myself   through   the   Spirit!   Jesus  
sees   you   as   a   treasure.   He   says   you   are   loved.   He   says,   IN   HIM,   you   are   forgiven,   cleansed,  
made   new...worthy   of   His   life...  
 
Do   you   believe   that   you   are   a   treasure   this   morning?   In   case   you   don’t,   I   want   to   prove   that   you  
are…  
 
Jesus   saw   a   treasure   hidden   in   this   world,   He   found   you,   hid   you,   and   joyfully   gave   His   life   to  
purchase   your   spiritual   rights   back   from   the   devil.   
 
So   He   says   you   are   that   treasure.   He   says   this   in   His   Word…How   do   we   treat   treasure  
 
Finds   Joy   in   it  
 

Hebrews   12:2   (NKJV)  
looking   unto   Jesus,   the   author   and   finisher   of   our   faith,   who   for   the   joy   that   was   set  
before   Him   endured   the   cross,   despising   the   shame,   and   has   sat   down   at   the   right   hand  
of   the   throne   of   God.  

 
Clean   it  
 

Titus   3:5   (NKJV)  
not   by   works   of   righteousness   which   we   have   done,   but   according   to   His   mercy   He  
saved   us,   through   the   washing   of   regeneration   and   renewing   of   the   Holy   Spirit,  

 
Hide   it  
 

Colossians   3:1-3   (ESV)  
If   then   you   have   been   raised   with   Christ,   seek   the   things   that   are   above,   where   Christ   is,  
seated   at   the   right   hand   of   God.   2   Set   your   minds   on   things   that   are   above,   not   on   things  
that   are   on   earth.   3   For   you   have   died,   and   your   life   is   hidden   with   Christ   in   God.  
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Protect   it  
 

Proverbs   18:10   (NKJV)  
The   name   of   the   Lord   is   a   strong   tower;  
The   righteous   run   to   it   and   are   safe.  
 
Psalm   91:14   (NKJV)  
“Because   he   has   set   his   love   upon   Me,   therefore   I   will   deliver   him;  
I   will   set   him   on   high,   because   he   has   known   My   name.  

 
Prepare   a   place   for   it  
 

John   14:1-2   (NKJV)  
“Let   not   your   heart   be   troubled;   you   believe   in   God,   believe   also   in   Me.   2   In   My   Father’s  
house   are   many   mansions;   if   it   were   not   so,   I   would   have   told   you.   I   go   to   prepare   a  
place   for   you.  

 
Come   back   for   it  
 

John   14:3-4   (NKJV)  
And   if   I   go   and   prepare   a   place   for   you,   I   will   come   again   and   receive   you   to   Myself;   that  
where   I   am,   there   you   may   be   also.   4   And   where   I   go   you   know,   and   the   way   you   know.”  

 
Revelation   1:7   (NKJV)  
Behold,   He   is   coming   with   clouds,   and   every   eye   will   see   Him,   even   they   who   pierced  
Him.   And   all   the   tribes   of   the   earth   will   mourn   because   of   Him.   Even   so,   Amen.  

 
You   are   a   treasure.   He   finds   joy   in   you.   He’ll   clean   you   up.   He’ll   hide   you.   He’ll   protect   you.   He   is  
preparing   a   place   for   you.   He   is   coming   back   for   you.   
 
“I   am   a   treasure!”  
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***   Communion    (call   servers   up   front   -   people   will   come   up   and   take   it   here)  
 
Jesus   paid   a   great   price.   He   gave   His   life.   His   body   was   broken.   His   blood   was   shed.   
 
But   consider   WHY   He   paid   that   price…  
 
He   wants   you   to   be   His.   He   wants   you   free   from   the   power   of   the   enemy.   
 
If   you   belong   to   Jesus,   satan   has   no   hold   on   you,   no   claim   on   you,   no   rights   or   authority   over  
you.   
 
Jesus   wipes   the   slate   clean.   Your   life   was   upside   down   and   Jesus   turns   it   right   side   up.   He  
erases   the   sin   and   the   shame.   
 
He   puts   in   you   a   new   heart.   And   He   writes   on   that   heart   by   His   Spirit.   Because   you   belong   to  
Him!  
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