
Parables   -   The   Persistent   Widow  
 

Luke   18:1-8   (HCSB)  
He   then   told   them   a   parable   on   the   need   for   them   to   pray   always   and   not   become  
discouraged:   2   “There   was   a   judge   in   a   certain   town   who   didn’t   fear   God   or   respect   man.  
3   And   a   widow   in   that   town   kept   coming   to   him,   saying,   ‘Give   me   justice   against   my  
adversary.’  
4   “For   a   while   he   was   unwilling,   but   later   he   said   to   himself,   ‘Even   though   I   don’t   fear  
God   or   respect   man,   5   yet   because   this   widow   keeps   pestering   me,   I   will   give   her   justice,  
so   she   doesn’t   wear   me   out   by   her   persistent   coming.’”  
6   Then   the   Lord   said,   “Listen   to   what   the   unjust   judge   says.   7   Will   not   God   grant   justice  
to   His   elect   who   cry   out   to   Him   day   and   night?   Will   He   delay   to   help   them?   8   I   tell   you  
that   He   will   swiftly   grant   them   justice.   Nevertheless,   when   the   Son   of   Man   comes,   will   He  
find   that   faith   on   earth?”  

 
Like   most   parables,   to   really   understand   it,   we’ve   got   to   look   back   at   what   took   place   just   before  
it.   
 
In   Luke   17,   Jesus   was   asked   by   the   Pharisees   when   the   kingdom   of   God   will   come.   And   Jesus  
responds   “The   kingdom   of   God   is   among   you.”   
 
You   see   the   Pharisees   believed   that   when   the   Messiah   came,   He   would   immediately   overthrow  
Rome   and    rule   and   reign   on   the   earth.   They   were   looking   for   immediate   results.   This   is   what  
they   were   looking   for,   and   it’s   why   they   were   blinded   to   the   fact   that   Jesus   is   the   Messiah.  
 
Jesus   said   the   kingdom   is   not   coming   with   something   observable,   it’s   not   what   you   see...it’s  
among   you.   When   Jesus   came,   He   brought   the   kingdom.   He   has   begun   to   make   things   right  
again.   But   He’s   starting   in   the   hearts   of   men.  
 
If   you   take   a   look   around,   it   can   be   hard   to   see   this   reality   that   the   kingdom   of   God   is   among   us.  
We   see   lots   of   cancer   and   other   illnesses.   We   see   broken   relationships.   We   see   a   world   full   of  
greed   and   selfishness.   And   if   we   are   looking   at   all   of   that,   we   can   become   discouraged.   
 
How   is   it   that   it   can   be   true   that   the   kingdom   of   God   is   here   but   at   the   same   time   we   are   still   in  
such   a   mess?  
 
At   the   end   of   Luke   17,   Jesus   compares   our   time   to   the   time   of   Noah.   
 
If   you   think   about   Noah,   you   think   about   the   ark.   Rightfully   so.   But   do   you   think   about   WHY   he  
was   building   the   ark?   “Because   God   told   him   to.”   Yes,   but   WHY   did   God   tell   him   to?   God   said  
that   he   was   going   to   set   things   right   in   the   world   again.   
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Praise   Jesus!   Let’s   get   to   work   sons!   Grab   the   saw   and   start   cutting   down   trees!   But   Noah   had  
to   wait   quite   a   long   time   before   he   say   things   made   right   again.   It   was   120   years   from   when   God  
spoke   this,   until   it   started   to   rain.   
 
Yet   we   are   sometimes   like   the   Pharisees,   we   want   to   see   it   NOW.   I   would   think   there   were   times  
that   Noah   was   frustrated   and   impatient   as   he   waited...and   I   KNOW   there   are   times   when   WE  
are   frustrated   and   impatient   as   we   wait.   
 

As   “theologian”   Tom   Petty   once   said,   “The   waiting   is   the   hardest   part.”   
 
I   think   this   is   why   we   relate   to   this   widow   in   the   parable   today.   The   widow   is   in   a   tough   spot.  
She’s   a   victim   of   injustice   with   no   relief   in   sight.   She’s   tired   and   worn   down.  
 
And   this   is   the   reason   for   this   parable:  
 

Luke   18:1   (HCSB)  
He   then   told   them   a   parable   on   the   need   for   them   to   pray   always   and   not   become  
discouraged:   

 
Jesus   tells   the   disciples...there   is   something   you    NEED    in   life.   You   NEED   to   pray   always,   and  
you   NEED   to   not   become   discouraged.   And   these   things   are   connected!   
 
We   pray   because   we   have   faith.   And   faith   is   being   sure   of   what   we   hope   for   and   certain   of   what  
we    do   not   see .   So   if   prayer   is   lacking,   faith   is   lacking,   then   we   begin   to   be   certain   of   what   we  
see   instead   of   certain   of   what   we   do   not   see...we   become   discouraged.   
 
And   when   we   become   discouraged,   we   feel   defeated.   And   when   we   feel   defeated,   we   don’t  
pray.   It’s   a   damaging   cycle   that   you   can’t   get   out   of   without   help.  
 
Jesus   starts   this   off   with   a   pretty   intense   reality   of   where   man   is   at   without   faith,   without   prayer.   I  
believe   He   wants   us   to   understand   that   while   we   get   frustrated   in   life   and   sometimes   want   to  
give   up   on   this   mess   that   we   are   in   the   middle   of...you   need   to   remember   that   You   Are   Not  
Alone!   
 
The   kingdom   of   God   is   among   us!   
 

1   Corinthians   4:20   (HCSB)  
For   the   kingdom   of   God   is   not   a   matter   of   talk   but   of   power.  

 
That   power   is   accessed   by   our   faith   in   Jesus   and   our   faith   is   accessed   by   prayer.   Don’t   become  
discouraged...Do   not   lose   heart…  
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Do   you   hear   the   word   of   the   Lord   today?   He’s   not   even   saying   don’t   have   moments   of   being  
discouraged.   We   all   do.   We   all   will.   He   says   don’t   BECOME   discouraged.   PRAY.   Don’t   let  
discouragement   take   the   place   of   faith.   If   you   do,   you   lose   heart...your   mind,   will,   emotions   will  
be   given   over   to   the   enemy...FIGHT!  
 
Fight   as   a   helpless   widow   against   a   crooked   judge.  
 

Luke   18:2   (HCSB)  
“There   was   a   judge   in   a   certain   town   who   didn’t   fear   God   or   respect   man.   

 
This   judge   doesn’t   care   about   God’s   laws   (it’s   literally   his   job),   and   he   doesn’t   have   any  
compassion   for   people.   He’s   unjust...not   fair,   dishonest.  
 

Luke   18:3   (HCSB)  
And   a   widow   in   that   town   kept   coming   to   him,   saying,   ‘Give   me   justice   against   my  
adversary.’  

 
This   is   a   parable   of   two   people   on   completely   opposite   sides   of   society.   There   was   no   one  
higher   than   a   judge.   All   powerful,   needed   nothing   from   anyone.   Respected   or   feared   by   all.  
 
And   this   widow.   The   person   at   the   bottom   of   the   ladder.   Had   nothing   but   a   constant   need.   
 
Now   here   she   is   seeking   justice   from   a   judge   that   is   unjust.   She   has   no   shot.   It’s   not   happening.  
But   Jesus   said   she   kept   coming.   
 

Luke   18:4-5   (HCSB)  
“For   a   while   he   was   unwilling,   but   later   he   said   to   himself,   ‘Even   though   I   don’t   fear   God  
or   respect   man,   5   yet   because   this   widow   keeps   pestering   me,   I   will   give   her   justice,   so  
she   doesn’t   wear   me   out   by   her   persistent   coming.’”  

 
Because   she   kept   coming   back,   he   finally   gives   in.   He   says’   it’s   so   she   doesn’t   wear   me   out   by  
coming   over   and   over.   That   phrase   “wear   me   out”   in   the   Greek   means   to   be   beaten   black   and  
blue   or   hit   under   the   eye.   He’s   saying   “so   she   doesn’t   embarrass   me”  
 
The   persistence   of   the   widow   paid   off.   She   kept   coming   back,   and   she   got   what   she   was  
seeking...justice.  
 
So   what   is   this   parable   about?   Is   our   good,   gracious,   merciful,   loving   God   like   the   judge   in   this  
parable?   NO  
 
This   is   one   of   the   few   parables   where   Jesus   contrasts   2   things   instead   of   comparing.  
Remember   He   uses   these   small   stories   to   explain   big   truths.   They   would   have   understood   this  
story   because   it   was   a   very   real   situation   in   their   society.   
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So   He   explains   this   to   them   then   He   says:  
 

Luke   18:6-7   (HCSB)  
Then   the   Lord   said,   “Listen   to   what   the   unjust   judge   says.   7   Will   not   God   grant   justice   to  
His   elect   who   cry   out   to   Him   day   and   night?   Will   He   delay   to   help   them?   

 
See   the   point   here   is   not   that   God   is   like   this   judge,   but   He’s   the   complete   opposite!   He’s  
nothing   like   that.   
 
Jesus   came   and   died   a   criminal’s   death   on   the   cross.   He   took   your   place,   paid   the   price   for   your  
sin,   so   that   if   you   place   your   faith   IN   HIM,   and   become   a   child   of   God  
 

- You   don’t   ever   have   to   wonder   if   God   cares   about   you   and   your   situation.   He   knows.   He  
cares  

 
- You   don’t   ever   have   to   wonder   if   God   hears   you.   He   does.  

 
- You   don’t   ever   have   to   wonder   what   God   thinks   of   you.   He   loves   you.   He’s   for   you.  

 
- You   don’t   have   to   wonder   if   God   is   going   to   show   up   and   make   things   right.   He   will.   He   is  

good.   He   is   just.   You   just   need   to   be   patient   and   trust   Him.   Pray   always.   DO   NOT  
become   discouraged.   He   hears   you.   He   cares.   He’s   for   you.   He’s   working!  

 
If   you   believe   this.   If   you   believe   that   He   cares   and   He’s   good   then   you   will   come   to   Him   even   in  
your   mess   and   your   struggles.   You   will   come   to   Him   open   and   honest   about   where   you   are.  
 
From   the   book   “A   Praying   Life”...  
 

The   criteria   for   coming   to   Jesus   is   weariness.   Come   overwhelmed   with   life.   Come   with  
your   wandering   mind.   Come   messy.  
 
What   does   it   feel   like   to   be   weary?   You   have   trouble   concentrating.   The   problems   of   the  
day   are   like   claws   in   your   brain.   You   feel   pummeled   by   life.  
 
What   does   heavy-laden   feel   like?   Same   thing.   You   have   so   many   problems   you   don’t  
even   know   where   to   start.   You   can’t   do   life   on   your   own   anymore.   Jesus   wants   you   to  
come   to   him   that   way!   Your   weariness   drives   you   to   him.  
 
Don’t   try   to   get   the   prayer   right;   just   tell   God   where   you   are   and   what’s   on   your   mind.  
That’s   what   little   children   do.   They   come   as   they   are,   runny   noses   and   all.   Like   the  
disciples,   they   just   say   what   is   on   their   minds.  
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…In   order   to   pray   like   a   child,   you   might   need   to   unlearn   the   nonpersonal,   nonreal  
praying   that   you’ve   been   taught.  

 
You   know,   when   you   get   honest   with   God.   When   you   aren’t   afraid   to   come   in   your   mess  
because   you   just   know   how   much   He   cares   for   you,   how   He   sees   you,   it   will   transform   your  
prayer   life.   
 
And   we   need   a   transformed   prayer   life   because   when   things   are   really,   really   hard,   it’s   often   all  
you   have.   It’s   the   thing   that   will   keep   you   going.   It’s   the   weapon   of   our   warfare!  
 

2   Corinthians   10:4-5   (HCSB)  
since   the   weapons   of   our   warfare   are   not   worldly,   but   are   powerful   through   God   for   the  
demolition   of   strongholds.   We   demolish   arguments   5   and   every   high-minded   thing   that   is  
raised   up   against   the   knowledge   of   God,   taking   every   thought   captive   to   obey   Christ.  

 
Ephesians   6:18   (HCSB)  
Pray   at   all   times   in   the   Spirit   with   every   prayer   and   request,   and   stay   alert   in   this   with   all  
perseverance   and   intercession   for   all   the   saints.  

 
God   is   nothing   like   the   unjust   judge.   He   is   good.   He   is   for   you.   He   hears   you.   He   is   working.  
 
So   if   God   is   the   opposite   of   the   judge,   where   are   we   in   this   parable?   You   are   opposite   of   this  
widow.  
 
Widows   in   bible   times,   were   very   vulnerable.   They   lacked   provision.   The   were   oppressed   and  
overlooked.   And   I   know   sometimes   we   feel   like   the   widow.   Sometimes   it   seems   like   everything  
is   working   against   you   and   you   are   barely   hanging   on.   
 
But   you   are   not   the   widow.  
 

- The   widow   was   helpless   with   no   one   to   defend   her.   A   child   of   God   has   a   helper,   the   Holy  
Spirit   who   defends   and   protects   us.  

 
- The   widow   was   alone.   A   child   of   God   is   not   alone.   The   Holy   Spirit   is   with   you,   loves   you,  

and   is   for   you.  
 

- The   widow   faces   unbeatable   odds   with   a   judge   who   does   not   want   to   give   her   justice.   A  
child   of   God   knows   a   God   who   will   always   do   right   in   the   end.  

 
Do   not   forget   who   you   are.   Do   not   forget   whose   you   are.  
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Luke   18:8   (HCSB)  
I   tell   you   that   He   will   swiftly   grant   them   justice.   Nevertheless,   when   the   Son   of   Man  
comes,   will   He   find   that   faith   on   earth?”  

 
God   will   not   put   off   helping   his   people.   But   God   does   not   operate   on   our   timeline   –   we   exist   on  
His.  
 
We   are   to   be   watchful   and   prayerful.   There   is   a   day   where   Jesus   will   return.   Will   He   find   you   to  
be   faithful?   
 
 

“Therefore,   you   should   pray   like   this:  
Our   Father   in   heaven,  
Your   name   be   honored   as   holy.  
 
Your   kingdom   come.  
Your   will   be   done  
on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.  
  
Give   us   today   our   daily   bread.  
  
And   forgive   us   our   debts,  
as   we   also   have   forgiven   our   debtors.  
  
And   do   not   bring   us   into   temptation,  
but   deliver   us   from   the   evil   one.  
 
[For   Yours   is   the   kingdom   and   the   power  
and   the   glory   forever.   Amen.]  
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