
Parables   -   The   Banquet   
 
In   life   we   get   a   lot   of   invitations.   Weddings,   birthday   parties,   baby   showers,   church   services,  
kids   programs,   lunch,   coffee,   hang   out,   etc.   But   do   we   attend   every   event   that   we   are   invited   to?  
No,   of   course   not.  
 
We   have   to   prioritize.   We   have   to   look   and   see   if   we   are   free   or   if   we   are   already   committed   to  
something   else.   If   we   are,   is   this   something   we   can   leave   early?   What   else   is   going   on   in   our  
day   or   weekend?   
 
But   then   if   we   do   accept.   We   have   to   plan.   What   do   I   need   to   do   to   prepare?   I   have   to   get  
ready...maybe   wrap   up   something   I’m   working   on,   get   cleaned   up,   get   there   on   time.   There   are  
things   I   must   do   as   a   part   of   my   response   to   attend.  
 
In   today’s   parable,   Jesus   speaks   of   a   banquet   to   which   people   were   invited,   only   to   miss   out  
because   they   were   not   prepared   and   did   a   bad   job   of   prioritizing.   
 

Luke   14:15-24   (HCSB)  
When   one   of   those   who   reclined   at   the   table   with   Him   heard   these   things,   he   said   to  
Him,   “The   one   who   will   eat   bread   in   the   kingdom   of   God   is   blessed!”  
16   Then   He   told   him:   “A   man   was   giving   a   large   banquet   and   invited   many.   17   At   the  
time   of   the   banquet,   he   sent   his   slave   to   tell   those   who   were   invited,   ‘Come,   because  
everything   is   now   ready.’  
18   “But   without   exception   they   all   began   to   make   excuses.   The   first   one   said   to   him,   ‘I  
have   bought   a   field,   and   I   must   go   out   and   see   it.   I   ask   you   to   excuse   me.’  
19   “Another   said,   ‘I   have   bought   five   yoke   of   oxen,   and   I’m   going   to   try   them   out.   I   ask  
you   to   excuse   me.’  
20   “And   another   said,   ‘I   just   got   married,   and   therefore   I’m   unable   to   come.’  
21   “So   the   slave   came   back   and   reported   these   things   to   his   master.   Then   in   anger,   the  
master   of   the   house   told   his   slave,   ‘Go   out   quickly   into   the   streets   and   alleys   of   the   city,  
and   bring   in   here   the   poor,   maimed,   blind,   and   lame!’  
22   “‘Master,’   the   slave   said,   ‘what   you   ordered   has   been   done,   and   there’s   still   room.’  
23   “Then   the   master   told   the   slave,   ‘Go   out   into   the   highways   and   lanes   and   make   them  
come   in,   so   that   my   house   may   be   filled.   24   For   I   tell   you,   not   one   of   those   men   who  
were   invited   will   enjoy   my   banquet!’”  

 
As   Jesus   told   this   parable.   He   was   in   the   home   of   a   prominent   Pharisee   for   a   Sabbath   dinner.  
We   all   know   how   the   Pharisees   were,   they   didn’t   dare   hang   out   with   “sinners”   so   we   can   rightly  
assume   that   the   rest   of   the   guests   were   religious   leaders,   experts   in   the   law.   
 
At   this   point,   Jesus   has   already   healed   a   man   and   talked   about   being   humble.   
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Then   one   of   them   speaks   up   and   says:   “The   one   who   will   eat   bread   in   the   kingdom   of   God   is  
blessed!”  
 
Remember   this   is   a   Pharisee,   someone   who   knew   all   of   the   scriptures.   Someone   who   knows  
the   promises   of   the   coming   Messiah   and   he   speaks   of   a   day   when   the   bride   of   Christ   will   eat   at  
the   banquet   in   heaven.   
 
Jesus   goes   on   to   tell   this   parable   of   an   invitation   to   come   and   eat   now   at   a   banquet   that   is  
already   in   process.  
 

Luke   14:16-17   (HCSB)  
Then   He   told   him:   “A   man   was   giving   a   large   banquet   and   invited    many .   17   At   the   time  
of   the   banquet,   he   sent   his   slave   to   tell   those   who   were   invited,   ‘Come,   because  
everything   is   now   ready.’  

 
The   man   in   this   parable   is   God.   He   has   invited   many   to   come   to   the   banquet.   Then   everyone  
who   was   invited   was   told   that   everything   was   ready.   
 
This   shows   that   these   people   had   RSVP’d.   They   were   invited,   they   knew   the   details.   They   said,  
yeah,   I’ll   be   there!   
 
Now   in   that   culture   when   an   invitation   went   out,   it   didn’t   likely   have   the   time   on   it...just   the   date.  
So   you   would   RSVP   knowing   that   at   some   point   they   are   gonna   say   “It’s   ready!”.   
 
So   if   you   look   at   what   Jesus   is   laying   out   here...to   the   Jewish   religious   leaders.   They   had   been  
told   all   their   lives   of   the   coming   of   the   Messiah.   They   have   said   they   are   just   waiting   on   the   day.  
They   are   all   in...once   He’s   ready,   they   are   coming.   
 
This   is   Jesus   saying   “Come,   because   everything   is   now   ready.”   Here   I   am.   The   time   is   now.   
 
What   happened   with   all   those   who   were   invited...who   had   RSVP’d...who   were   told,   it’s   ready…  
 

Luke   14:18   (HCSB)  
“But   without   exception   they   all   began   to   make   excuses.   The   first   one   said   to   him,   ‘I   have  
bought   a   field,   and   I   must   go   out   and   see   it.   I   ask   you   to   excuse   me.’  

 
Jesus   said   that   every   single   one   of   them   made   excuses.   Without   exception.   And   in   these   3  
excuses,   He   covers   every   kind   of   excuse   man   can   come   up   with.  
 
The   first   bought   this   field   and   had   to   go   out   and   see   it,   meaning   inspect   it.   Who   buys   something  
sight   unseen?  
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This   man’s   excuse   was   work.   This   business.   The   field   had   been   purchased,   and   he’s   got   to   go  
see   what   he   can   do   with   it.   He’s   got   to   get   to   work.   No   time   for   the   banquet,   gotta   make   more  
money!  
 
Can   I   tell   you   that   a   man   should   work?   Would   you   believe   me   if   I   told   you   that   it   was   God’s   idea  
for   man   to   work?   
 

Genesis   2:15   (HCSB)  
The   Lord   God   took   the   man   and   placed   him   in   the   garden   of   Eden   to   work   it   and   watch  
over   it.  

 
Yeah...that   is   before   sin.   This   was   prior   to   the   fall.   God   has   always   intended   for   man   to   work.  
Paul   said   if   you   don’t   work,   you   don’t   eat   and   in   another   letter   he   said   if   someone   doesn’t  
provide   for   his   family   he   had   denied   the   faith   and   is   worse   than   an   unbeliever.  
 
Oh,   you   need   to   work...maybe   at   McDonalds,   maybe   2-3   jobs,   not   out   of   greed   but   you   do   what  
you   gotta   do   to   provide!   
 
But   don’t   make   work   your   excuse   to   deny   time   with   Jesus.   This   is   not   a   parable   about   church  
attendance   (though   I   believe   that   is   important).   This   is   about   time   with   Jesus.   Communion   with  
Him.   Coming   to   the   table   to   feed   yourself.   
 
Don’t   let   work   be   your   excuse.  
 

Luke   14:19   (HCSB)  
“Another   said,   ‘I   have   bought   five   yoke   of   oxen,   and   I’m   going   to   try   them   out.   I   ask   you  
to   excuse   me.’  

 
This   man   bought   5   yoke   of   oxen.   10   oxen.   This   is   way   more   than   the   average   farmer   would  
have   needed.   This   man   was   wealthy.   This   man   got   some   new   toys   and   couldn’t   wait   to   play…  
 
His   excuse   was   life.   He   just   flat   out   had   other   things   he’d   rather   do.   I’d   rather   try   out   the   new   4  
wheeler,   play   my   new   video   game,   drive   around   and   show   off   my   new   car,   figure   out   all   the   new  
features   of   my   cell   phone,   tablet,   computer.   
 
The   bible   teaches   us   over   and   over   that   material   things   can   take   root   in   our   lives   and   the   love   of  
these   “things”   can   become   our   top   priority   and   importance.   
 

Matthew   6:19-21   (HCSB)  
“Don’t   collect   for   yourselves   treasures   on   earth,   where   moth   and   rust   destroy   and   where  
thieves   break   in   and   steal.   20   But   collect   for   yourselves   treasures   in   heaven,   where  
neither   moth   nor   rust   destroys,   and   where   thieves   don’t   break   in   and   steal.   21   For   where  
your   treasure   is,   there   your   heart   will   be   also.  
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Matthew   16:26   (HCSB)  
What   will   it   benefit   a   man   if   he   gains   the   whole   world   yet   loses   his   life?   Or   what   will   a  
man   give   in   exchange   for   his   life?  

 
Don’t   let   life   be   your   excuse.  
 

Luke   14:20   (HCSB)  
“And   another   said,   ‘I   just   got   married,   and   therefore   I’m   unable   to   come.’  

 
Ladies...this   guy   is   dumb.   He   didn’t   realize   when   he   RSVP’d   that   the   banquet   conflicted   with   his  
honeymoon?   Good   luck   with   that   one…  
 
If   I   invite   you   over   and   you   are   supposed   to   go   on   your   honeymoon,   just   go...it’s   best   for   your  
longevity   on   the   earth,   let   alone   your   marriage.  
 
This   man’s   excuse   speaks   of   using   family   as   an   excuse   to   not   be   with   Jesus.   
 

Matthew   22:37-39   (HCSB)  
He   said   to   him,   “Love   the   Lord   your   God   with   all   your   heart,   with   all   your   soul,   and   with  
all   your   mind.   38   This   is   the   greatest   and   most   important   command.   39   The   second   is  
like   it:   Love   your   neighbor   as   yourself.  

 
Jesus   is   to   be   first   in   the   man   of   God   or   woman   of   God’s   heart.   Yes   even   above   family.   Here’s  
why…  
 
Your   family   needs   a   godly   father,   mother,   husband,   wife,   etc   more   than   anything   else   you   can  
be   to   them.   They   NEED   you   to   be   spending   time   with   Jesus   and   being   changed   by   the   Holy  
Spirit.   
 
See   we   sacrifice   time   with   the   Lord   for   time   with   family   trying   to   be   the   best   father,   mother,  
husband,   wife   because   we   know   that   we   must   be   present...but   being   present   is   not   enough   if   we  
are   not   carrying   His   presence!  
 
Instead   of   making   family   an   excuse,   make   your   family   a   part   of   the   banquet!   
 
Don’t   let   family   be   your   excuse.  
 

Luke   14:21   (HCSB)  
“So   the   slave   came   back   and   reported   these   things   to   his   master.   Then   in   anger,   the  
master   of   the   house   told   his   slave,   ‘Go   out   quickly   into   the   streets   and   alleys   of   the   city,  
and   bring   in   here   the   poor,   maimed,   blind,   and   lame!’  
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Hallelujah!   Why   is   this   great?   This   is   how   we   got   in!   The   Jews   didn’t   show   up   to   the   banquet.  
They   made   excuses.   And   God   said,   let’s   get   the   lame   people...the   Gentiles!  
 
But   even   more,   He   invites   the   poor,   maimed,   blind,   and   lame.   

Helpless   and   needy,   injured,   spiritually   blind,   can’t   walk  
 
I   think   at   some   point   in   your   life   you   have   associated   with   those   terms.   Jesus   says   you’re   all  
invited.   All   the   broken.   Come.   There’s   a   place   for   you.  
 

“Come,   because   everything   is   now   ready.”  
 
See   He   invites   us   to   the   banquet   today.   Come   and   dine   with   Me.   Because   He   knows   that   He  
can   meet   every   need   that   we   have.   
 
When   we   are   invited   to   the   banquet,   the   primary   reason   is   to   eat.   Get   filled   up.   Get   the  
nourishment   you   are   in   need   of.   
 

John   6:35   (HCSB)  
“I   am   the   bread   of   life,”   Jesus   told   them.   “No   one   who   comes   to   Me   will   ever   be   hungry,  
and   no   one   who   believes   in   Me   will   ever   be   thirsty   again.  

 
You   know   what   else   happens   at   a   banquet?   You   meet   people   that   God   has   destined   to   be   in  
your   life   to   grow   you   and   help   you.   You   were   never   meant   to   do   this   alone.   God   calls   us   into  
covenant   with   Him   first,   then   with   His   people.   
 
Remember   the   man   who   was   sick   and   his   friends   were   trying   to   get   him   to   Jesus   but   they  
couldn’t   get   in   the   house   so   they   tore   a   hole   in   the   roof   and   lowered   him   down?   Who’s   going   to  
tear   the   roof   off   for   you   when   you   are   sick   and   need   Jesus?   
 
Also   at   a   banquet,   when   it’s   a   family   event   (and   this   is),   everyone   has   a   role   or   assignment.  
Someone   might   make   the   drinks,   some   bring   food,   others   decorate,   someone’s   gotta   be   in  
charge   of   the   music.   
 
When   we   come   to   the   Lord,   we   all   have   assignments.   We’re   all   a   part   of   His   work.   What   are   you  
supposed   to   be   doing?   
 
If   you   don’t   know,   is   it   because   you   haven’t   been   spending   time   with   Him?   The   more   time   you  
spend   with   Him,   the   more   you   step   into   your   God   ordained   purpose.  
 

Luke   14:22-24   (HCSB)  
“‘Master,’   the   slave   said,   ‘what   you   ordered   has   been   done,   and   there’s   still   room.’  
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23   “Then   the   master   told   the   slave,   ‘Go   out   into   the   highways   and   lanes   and   make   them  
come   in,   so   that   my   house   may   be   filled.   24   For   I   tell   you,   not   one   of   those   men   who  
were   invited   will   enjoy   my   banquet!’”  

 
God’s   desire   is   that   all   would   join   the   banquet.   He   says   go   out,   make   them   come   in...He   says  
this   to   His   servant...that   would   be   you   and   me.   
 
You   come,   then   go   get   others.   It’s   not   about   what   you   can   bring,   it’s   about   what   is   waiting   for  
you.   (picnic   story)  
 
With   God   we   bring   so   little   and   He   offers   so   much.   When   it’s   all   put   together   even   though   we  
come   as   paupers,   we   leave   as   kings.   
 
 
 
The   Holy   Spirit   is   calling.   He’s   sending   out   invitations.   Not   just   for   heaven,   but   to   eat   with   Jesus  
today.   To   get   in   His   presence.   
 
So   what’s   your   excuse?   Is   it   your   work,   life,   family?   Are   they   worth   it?   
 
We’re   going   to   step   out   this   morning.   I’m   going   to   ask   if   you   accept   the   invitation   for   the  
banquet,   will   you   come   forward….  
 
Jesus   is   waiting.   He   says   “Come,   because   everything   is   now   ready.”  
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