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“Tis the Season…” 
“…To Recognize Elders,” Acts 14: 21-23 

 
To say “Tis the Season” almost always brings the follow-up phrase “to be jolly,” or many other 
phrases that apply to the Christmas season.  Now that we’re well into this new year, what “season” 
are we in as a country, a church, a family, as individuals?  We read in the book of Acts that the 
Apostle Paul was constantly preaching, making disciples, strengthening believers and appointing 
elders in every church.  How well are we navigating these tasks today? 
 
TODAY’S TRUTH Jesus said He would build His Church, which means He forgives repentant 
sinners and adopts them into His family.  As part of His body, He determines how each one of us 
functions, beginning with His undershepherds, or elders, who oversee the local church.  
 
 

1.  FOLLOW THE GREAT COMMISSION 

“And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned 
to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch.”  Acts 14: 21 

- Declaring the Message: Romans 10:14 
- Disciple Making:  Proverbs 1:8-9 

 

2.  FORTIFY A GROWING COMMITMENT 

“strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, 
‘We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.’”    Acts 14: 22 

- Firm Up the Followers:  Hebrews 10:24 
- Follow Up w/ the Faithful:  Hebrews 10: 25 
- Face the Fight:  John 16:33 

 

3.  FUNCTION BY GRANTING COMMENDATION 

“So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they 
commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”   Acts 14:23 

- Earnestly Seeking:  Colossians 1:9 
- Entrusted to the Savior:  1 Timothy 6:20 

 

CONCLUSION  

“Tis the Season” to Recognize Elders by 
▪ Making Disciples 
▪ Maintaining Determination 
▪ Minding our Distinctive Calling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


