
 
 July 10, 2016 / Message: “Dark Providence”  
 
Who is Joseph…????  
 
Reading: Genesis 37:12-36  
 
Small groups: “What is this passage basically about?”  
 
1. The Love Of The Father  

• The Father is concerned for his sons.  
• Shechem—bad things have happened there before (see Genesis 34)  

 
2. The Seeking Of The Son  

• Shechem (80km from Hebron; “5 days journey by foot’)  
• Dothan (another 24 km north of Shechem); Joseph could have gone home 

after Shechem  
• Joseph goes even though his brothers hate him (37:4,5,8)  

 
3. The Sin Of The Brothers  
 
Notice how long, wide, high and deep their sin is:  

• “But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they 
plotted to kill him.”  

• “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, 
but don’t lay a hand on him.”  

• “…they stripped him of his robe…and they took him and threw him into the 
cistern.”  

• “Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after 
all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.”  

• “Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in 
the blood…“We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s 
robe.”  

• Joseph is in a cistern, “in a pit” (like Psalm 40:2)  
 



4. The Grace In This Story  
i. This journey begins because of love and concern.  
ii. With persistence, the Son seeks his brothers.  
iii. The caravan shows up at “just the right time”  
iv. This story is part of a bigger story and the story is not over yet.  
v. The cry of the soul in a time of “dark providence”  

• This is Joseph’s “Garden of Gethsemane”  
• They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our 

brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his 
life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on us” 
(Genesis 42:21).  

• “During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission” (Hebrews 
5:7).  

 
Different responses to Joseph:  
i. “Stiff upper lip”  
ii. It’s going to be ok!—it’s not bad  
iii. Don’t worry, there is more story to come!  
 
Jesus knows our sorrows  

• Weeping with Joseph  
• Weeping with others, ourselves  

 


