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I AM: The Door 
 
Over the last couple of weeks, we’ve been looking at who Jesus says He is. It is so important to 
know and understand who He is. We worship Him, so it seems good that we would know who 
He is…...  
 
We call ourselves Christians, but do we know what that means?  
 
Websters 1828 defines a Christian as - A real disciple of Christ; one who believes in the truth of 
the Christian religion, and studies to follow the example, and obey the precepts, of Christ; a 
believer in Christ who is characterized by real piety (devotion, loyalty). 
 
That is a great definition. One who believes in the TRUTH of the Christian religion. Jesus is the 
truth. We have to believe in Him but how can we believe….. I mean TRULY believe if we don’t 
know Christ?  
 
So today we look at the third “I AM” statement that Jesus makes in the gospel of John. Each 
one of these statements is a declaration from Jesus Himself to reveal WHO He is!  
 
PRAY 
 
John 10:1-10 (NKJV) 

1 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but 
climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear 
his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 And when he 
brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know 
his voice. 5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this illustration, but they did not 
understand the things which He spoke to them. 

 
7 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
hear them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. 
 

These words come after Jesus heals a man who was born blind. Jesus put clay on his eyes, he 
washed it off, and he could see! The Pharisees could not disprove the man’s testimony so in a 
poor attempt to discredit the man, they  condemned him saying he was born blind as a result of 
sin and cast him out.  
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Jesus finds the man and this time instead of physical blindness, he removes the man’s spiritual 
blindness! Some of the Pharisees are there and ask “are we blind also?” 
 
Jesus says “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore 
your sin remains” 
 
What He is saying is that if they were truly blind, meaning they had not knowledge at all about 
God’s words and no knowledge of who Jesus is, they would have no guilt or sin. But this 
obviously was not the case with the Pharisees. They knew the God’s word very well but they 
rejected Christ as the Messiah. Therefore their sin remained.  
 
Now Jesus follows this up with the passage we just read, a story about sheep. And in this he 
makes this declaration “I AM the door” We will get to that shortly but first let’s look at the sheep. 
 
Again, Jesus talks to people in ways that they can understand. Know that it is NEVER God’s 
plan or intention to confuse you or make things difficult for you to understand. That is the way 
satan works, not God. Look at God’s track record, He likes to speak to people in ways that they 
can understand! He is not a God of confusion! 
 
1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV) 

For God is not the author of confusion but of peace 
 
So Jesus uses this story about sheep. Everyone in these days understood how sheep were 
cared for. They either had cared for them or they had seen others doing it. 
 
During this time there were two main ways that sheep were kept. One way was to keep them in 
the village. There were typically large holding pens shared by several shepherds. At night the 
shepherds would secure their flocks in these public pens.  
 
These pens were guarded by a doorkeeper. When a shepherd would return in the morning to to 
get their flock, the doorkeeper would recognize the true shepherd and would let them through 
the door. The shepherd would call his sheep and the sheep would respond to the voice of their 
shepherd. The sheep would follow their shepherd as he lead them out to the pasture. 
 
The other way shepherds would keep sheep was to tend their sheep in the country. To do this a 
shepherd would herd the sheep into an enclosure that had a low wall of piled up rocks with a 
small opening for a doorway.  
 
This doorway did not have a door or a gate. So at night the shepherd would lie down in front of 
the opening to serve two purposes: to keep the sheep in and to keep the wild animals out. The 
shepherd would be the “door”.  
 
 
In looking at these ways in John 10, you can see that Jesus trying to expose the Pharisees for 
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the false teachers that they were, while again showing that He is the truth, He is the door! 
 
John 10:1 (NKJV) 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but 
climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.  

 
You could gain access to the sheep by either the doorkeeper, or you could sneak over the wall. 
See the true shepherd will come straight to you, there will be no deceit, no manipulation, you will 
know His voice! 
 
But those who try and gain access another way are thieves (thieves are sneaky, try to remain 
hidden) or they are robbers (robbers will use force or violence). The thieves and robbers are 
false prophets. They will deceive to lead others astray, they will use force and manipulation to 
get their way. Jesus is exposing the Pharisees as false teachers! 
 
A false teacher is anyone that gives instruction for living that is not in alignment with the Word of 
God. This is why you can’t just assume that what your children are learning at school is good. I 
guarantee that they are hearing more lies and deception than truth when it comes to certain 
subjects. 
 
It’s our responsibility (when I say our, I mean parents, not just the church) to make sure they 
know the truth! 
 
You know who one of the most influential false teachers are today? Musicians. They have so 
much influence. What are your children listening to? What are you listening to?  
 
A false teacher can intentionally or unintentionally lead people astray. This is why you should 
verify everything with the Word of God. And listen to the Holy Spirit is the greatest teacher of all 
and He’s never wrong! 
 
John 10:2-4 (NKJV) 

2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper 
opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice.  

 
A true shepherd enters through the door and when the sheep hear His voice, they know Him.  
 
A true shepherd is led BY God and leads TO God.  
 
What Jesus is saying in these verses is that those who belong to God listen to Him, believe Him 
and obey Him. They follow Him.  
 
When I read this I can’t help but see the relationship of Jesus, satan, and man’s heart. There is 
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a door to your heart, and there is a doorkeeper…..YOU!  
 
Satan is like the false teacher in verse 1. He tries to gain access like a thief. He is deceitful and 
cunning. He uses trickery. He takes advantage when we let our guard down or when we aren’t 
paying attention. He uses manipulation. But satan doesn’t come to the door, he doesn’t want us 
to see that it’s him trying to gain access to our heart, and he doesn’t want us to recognize his 
voice. 
 
1 Peter 5:8 (ESV) 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 

 
See the devil prowls, that means he walks around to make due use of opportunities. We GIVE 
him those opportunities. We give him access as he tries to sneak over the wall because we are 
not watchful, we are not paying attention, or we are being deceived. 
 
But Jesus comes to the door. As the doorkeeper you let Him in because you know your heart 
belongs to Him. You hear His voice, you follow Him, allowing His word to light your path! 
 
Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

 
You are the doorkeeper! Don’t give the devil opportunity to destroy you! Let Jesus in, hear His 
voice, follow Him! 
 
John 10:5 (NKJV) 

5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” 

 
When you are a hearer of the Word, when you know the Word of the Lord, you will rarely be led 
astray. Having a knowledge of the Word, you will recognize false teaching and you will get away 
from it or expose it! 
 
If you are constantly led astray, or you are constantly being tricked or manipulated to do things 
that are contrary to the Word, you need to know the Word. You need godly people in your life to 
encourage you and help you along. You need to put on the full armor of God to withstand the 
wiles of the enemy! (Eph 6) - Go online and listen to the message Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire! 
 
 
So Jesus used this illustration of the sheep and the doorkeeper but just like with the bread and 
the light, the people just don’t get it. He tells them plainly in a way they can understand, but they 
are so closed minded and focused on what they “know” that he has to lay it out there…. 
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John 10:7-10 (NKJV) 

7 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
hear them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. 

 
Here Jesus reveals another “I AM”, another declaration of who He is. He is the door. Remember 
the second way of keeping sheep? In the country, a low wall of piled rocks and a narrow 
doorway that has no door. Jesus says “I am the door” 
 
Think about a physical door for a moment.  
 
If there is a door, then that means there is an opening. It means that there is a way. 
 
A door is a point of entry. It may be open to you or it may be locked. In that case you must be 
granted access to enter through the door.  
 
A door can also be a barrier. It can be used to keep things out that don’t belong on the other 
side of the door. It could also be used to keep things in that you don’t want out. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:12b (ESV) 

a door was opened for me in the Lord 
 
Revelation 3:8 (ESV) 

“‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to 
shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not 
denied my name. 

 
Jesus opens doors for us, creating opportunities in life. He shows us the opening, He makes a 
way. He shows us where to enter. He takes down barriers. He is the door. 
 
Remember in this method of caring for the sheep. There is no door. The shepherd himself 
would lie down in front of the opening making himself the door. Nothing goes in our out without 
going through the shepherd. 
 
Jesus does this for us! To go into the fold, to become part of the flock, you must go through 
Him! He is the ONLY way in.  
 
 
John 14:6 (ESV) 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 
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Without Jesus, you don’t have access to the Father, you don’t have access to heaven. It’s all 
about Jesus! 
 
I went with a friend a while back to pick up some cabinets that he bought on Craigslist. They 
were a smaller town in the Danville area. So it was a couple hour drive to get there. There were 
a few different ways to get there and I don’t think we took the same way back that we took to get 
there. 
 
But when we got there. There was a gate to get down the road that this house was on. There 
was no other way to get in the community except through the gate. Unless you were a thief or 
robber...then maybe you could sneak in. But really, there was one legitimate way in. 
 
This is how our spiritual journeys can be. We may each take a different path through life. Some 
struggle with drugs, others with porn, others with gossip or slandering, etc. Some even get a few 
flat tires on the way. But ultimately, when we finally come to a place where we realize we are in 
need of a savior, Jesus is the door. There is absolutely, no other way! 
 
If you “try” to find or make another way, you are like a thief or a robber. You can’t cheat and 
manipulate or violently force your way through the door that leads to everlasting life.  
 
Jesus is the door, and He will let you in, but you have to follow His rules. Salvation is 
conditional. Don’t throw tomatoes yet…. 
 
Yes, we are saved by grace. And grace is a free gift that you can’t earn and you don’t deserve. 
But how can it be conditional if it’s free and we can’t earn it? Faith.  
 
Ephesians 2:8 (ESV) 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, 

 
God offers the gift, but you have to receive it. Jesus “I am the door” and the door is open, but 
you have to choose to enter. You must have faith in Him! 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 (NKJV) 

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and 
difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

 
 
We think about the broad road that leads to destruction. Satan doesn't care how you choose 
this broad road. He just wants as many of us as possible no matter how they get there.  
Jesus on the other hand requires that we go through Him. You have to gain access by Him only. 
This door is as narrow as a man, Jesus. It's a narrow path, He is the door.  
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John 10:9 (NKJV) 

I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. 
 

Jesus is the door. If you enter by Him, you will be saved. You will also be protected. He will be 
that barrier to shield you from the things in this life that try to destroy you. The shepherd protects 
His flock.  
 
2 Thessalonians 3:3 (NKJV) 

But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one. 
 
2 Samuel 22:3-4 (NKJV) 

3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; 
My shield and the horn of my salvation, 
My stronghold and my refuge; 
My Savior, You save me from violence. 
4 I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 

 
Back in John 10:9, if you enter by Jesus, not only will you be saved, He says you will go in and 
out and find pasture. 
 
Going in and out is not referring to going in and out of Christ, living for Him one day and not the 
next.  
 
Paul made it clear in Romans 6 that grace does not give us a license to sin. That is not what 
Jesus is talking about here. 
 
The right of going in and out is granted when we enter by Christ. You go in to His mercies, His 
promises, His protection, His provision. 
 
You go out from satan’s condemnation, satan’s lies, satan’s influence and direction. "Our 
Adversary majors in three things: noise, hurry and crowds. If he can keep us busy and 
distracted, he will rest satisfied." He’s a deceiver...a manipulator... 
 
Go OUT from his lies and go IN to Jesus’ truths! 
 
Going in and out is FREEDOM IN CHRIST!  
John 8:31-32 (NKJV) 

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are 
My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
 

So you go in and go out and then you find pasture. 
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Psalm 23:2 (NKJV) 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 
 
You know what that sounds like…..peace! That is not a place of chaos. When we come to 
Jesus, He gives us peace and rest and provision.  
 
When we find that pasture and we are no longer searching for what we needed. That longing in 
our soul is fulfilled. We are able to rest in His grace. 
 
In that pasture, we are free to nourish ourselves on what the Lord has provided. There is no 
need to hunger and thirst. He is the Bread of Life that fills us.  
 
Psalm 107:9 (NKJV) 

For He satisfies the longing soul, 
And fills the hungry soul with goodness. 

 
We find refreshment in the pasture.  
 
Psalm 34:8 (NKJV) 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; 
Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

***** 
We find rejoicing in the pasture. In Jesus, we find that fullness of joy that was lacking when we 
wandered out in sin. He has promised us "fullness of joy" 
 
Luke 10:20b (NKJV) 

rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” 
 
Psalm 16:11 (ESV) 
You make known to me the path of life; 
in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
In His pasture, there is "fullness of joy." 
Remember if there is a door, then that means there is an opening, there is a way in. Praise 
Jesus that He made that way in for us. He shows us that point of entry. If we have faith in Him, 
He grants us access to enter through the door.  


