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Welcome 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 

 

Song – O Lord, throughout These Forty Days1 
 

O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed and kept the fast; 

inspire repentance for our sin, and free us from our past. 
 

You strove with Satan, and you won; your faithfulness endured; 

lend us your nerve, your skill and trust in God's eternal word. 
 

Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind above; 

so teach us to deny ourselves that we may know God's love. 
 

Be with us through this season, Lord,  and all our earthly days,  

that when the final Easter dawns,  we join in heaven's praise. 



Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Readings 

  Genesis 9:8-17  
 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that 

is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 

many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all 

flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy 

the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 

and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow 

in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I 

bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 

covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 

waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the 

clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 

living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the 

covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’ 

The Word of the Lord 
 

  Psalm 25:1, 4-10 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.  

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

   for you I wait all day long.  
 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 

   for they have been from of old.  

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

   according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!  
 

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  

   He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.  

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

   for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.  



The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:9-15 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  

   And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the 

wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels waited on him.   The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Reflection 
 

Song: Thy Holy Wings2 
 

Thy holy wings O Savior, spread gently over me  

and let me rest securely through good and ill in thee. 

O be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place. 

And let my ev’ry moment be lived within thy grace. 
 

O let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast 

where I will find sweet comfort and peace within thy nest. 

O close thy wings around me and keep me safely there. 

For I am but a newborn and need thy tender care. 
 

O wash me in the waters of Noah’s cleansing flood. 

Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good. 

And take into thy keeping thy children great and small. 

And while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all. 
 

Prayers of the People:   We pray: Lord in your mercy… and respond: Hear our prayer. 
 

Holy Communion (Zoom Only) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us; 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 



Benediction  

 

Song – Bless Now O God, The Journey3 
 

Bless now, O God, the journey that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence, the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, the road where faith is found. 

 

Bless sojourners and pilgrims who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors, your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking the road where faith is found. 

 

Divine eternal lover, you meet us on the road. 

We wait for land of promise where milk and honey flow, 

but waiting not for places, you meet us all around. 

Our covenant is written on roads, as faith is found. 
 

Dismissal  L: Go in peace, joined together in Christ. C: Thanks be to God  
 

1 ELW hymn #319 Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr. Music: A. Davisson arr. Theodore A. Beck. Text 

©1978 Augsburg Fortress; Music ©1969 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240 
 
2 ELW hymn #613. Text: Carolina Sandell Berg & Garcia Grindal. Music: Swedish Folk Tune. Text ©1983 Selah Publishing Co.; 

Music ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240 

 
3 ELW hymn #326 Text: Sylvia Dunstan. Music: Welsh Tune. ©1991 GIA Publishing Inc. Reprinted with permission under 

OneLicense #A736240 

 

                                                 


