
Lessons   From   Kings   -   Ahab  
 
Israel   had   a   king   named   Ahab.   The   bible   tells   us   that   Ahab   had   done   more   evil   in   the   sight   of  
the   Lord   than   all   who   were   before   him.  
 
Ahab   married   a   foreign   woman,   Jezebel   who   was   as   wicked   as   him   and   who   worshipped   foreign  
gods.   Then   Ahab   did   more   to   provoke   the   Lord   to   anger   than   all   the   kings   who   were   before   him.   
 
So   if   you   think   of   all   of   the   evil   leaders   the   earth   has   seen.   For   us   Hitler   usually   comes   to   the   top  
of   the   list.   Maybe   Stalin.   In   Ahab’s   time,   there   was   no   leader   more   wicked.   And   he   had   a   wicked  
influence   around   him   in   his   wife.   
 
Have   you   ever   noticed   that   most   men   “marry   up”?   It’s   true,   look   around...most   men   marry   a  
woman   that’s   better   than   them...and   it   makes   the   men   better!   Ahab   married   down...and   it   cost  
him   his   life...choose   carefully!  
 
This   King   Ahab   is   the   fourth   most   mentioned   king   in   the   bible,   most   known   for   the   showdown  
with   Elijah   and   the   prophets   of   Baal   on   Mt.   Carmel.   But   today   we’re   going   to   look   at   a   story   of   a  
time   where   Ahab   was   told   “no”.   It’s   a   story   of   bad   things   happening   to   good   people.   A   story   of  
evil   vs   good.   
 

1   Kings   21:1-3   (NKJV)  
And   it   came   to   pass   after   these   things   that   Naboth   the   Jezreelite   had   a   vineyard   which  
was   in   Jezreel,   next   to   the   palace   of   Ahab   king   of   Samaria.   2   So   Ahab   spoke   to   Naboth,  
saying,   “Give   me   your   vineyard,   that   I   may   have   it   for   a   vegetable   garden,   because   it   is  
near,   next   to   my   house;   and   for   it   I   will   give   you   a   vineyard   better   than   it.   Or,   if   it   seems  
good   to   you,   I   will   give   you   its   worth   in   money.”  
3   But   Naboth   said   to   Ahab,   “The   Lord   forbid   that   I   should   give   the   inheritance   of   my  
fathers   to   you!”  

 
So   Ahab,   who   had   multiple   palaces,   decides   one   day   that   he   wants   Naboth’s   vineyard   to   make  
into   a   garden.   He   makes   what   seems   to   be   a   reasonable   offer   and   it   is   turned   down.  
 
You   know   people   say   that   anything   is   for   sale,   you   just   have   to   name   the   right   price.   But   that’s  
not   always   true.   Some   people   are   content.   They   are   happy   and   blessed   with   what   they   have.  
They   recognize   that   God   gave   them   what   they   have   and   it’s   more   than   enough   for   them.   
 
This   is   where   Naboth   finds   himself.   His   land   was   actually   the   land   that   God   had   given   his  
people,   his   tribe,   when   they   entered   the   Promised   Land.   This   was   their   permanent   possession.  
They   could   not   sell   it.   They   could   only   lease   it   but   every   50   years   it   had   to   be   given   back   to   the  
original   family.  
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This   was   so   each   of   the   12   tribes   of   Israel   would   have   an   inheritance   from   the   Lord   to   pass  
down   to   the   next   generation.   It   was   a   gift   from   God!   So   can   you   see   why   Naboth   refused   the  
king's   offer?   
 

1   Kings   21:4   (NKJV)  
So   Ahab   went   into   his   house   sullen   and   displeased   because   of   the   word   which   Naboth  
the   Jezreelite   had   spoken   to   him;   for   he   had   said,   “I   will   not   give   you   the   inheritance   of  
my   fathers.”   And   he   lay   down   on   his   bed,   and   turned   away   his   face,   and   would   eat   no  
food.  

 
Wow...what   a   baby!   King   Ahab   was   turned   down,   and   with   good   reason,   which   was   explained   to  
him,   and   what   any   decent   man   would   have   done   is   expressed   his   disappointment,   told   Naboth  
to   keep   him   in   mind   if   he   ever   decided   to   sell,   and   shook   his   hand.  
 
But   Ahab   goes   home   and   pouts   like   a   little   kid   on   his   bed   refusing   to   eat!   Can   you   picture   this?   
 

1   Kings   21:5-7   (NKJV)  
But   Jezebel   his   wife   came   to   him,   and   said   to   him,   “Why   is   your   spirit   so   sullen   that   you  
eat   no   food?”  
6   He   said   to   her,   “Because   I   spoke   to   Naboth   the   Jezreelite,   and   said   to   him,   ‘Give   me  
your   vineyard   for   money;   or   else,   if   it   pleases   you,   I   will   give   you   another   vineyard   for   it.’  
And   he   answered,   ‘I   will   not   give   you   my   vineyard.’   ”  
7   Then   Jezebel   his   wife   said   to   him,   “You   now   exercise   authority   over   Israel!   Arise,   eat  
food,   and   let   your   heart   be   cheerful;   I   will   give   you   the   vineyard   of   Naboth   the   Jezreelite.”  

 
Jezebel   comes   in   to   see   what’s   going   on   with   Ahab,   and   he   tells   her   a   half   truth   (a   lie).   “I   tried   to  
buy   Naboth’s   vineyard   and   he   said   “I   will   not   give   you   my   vineyard.””  
 
So   his   wicked   wife...see   why   it’s   so   important   to   marry   someone   that   makes   you   better?...she  
reminds   Ahab   who   he   is….you   are   the   king...you   have   authority...some   translations   even   say   it  
in   a   way   that   Jezebel   was   even   talking   down   to   him…”is   this   how   you   act   as   king   over   Israel?”  
 
It   was   kind   of   like   “Don't   you   know   who   you   are?   You   are   the   king!   You   don’t   have   to   pout,   you  
can   have   whatever   you   want!   And   I   am   the   queen...I’ll   get   you   that   vineyard!”  
 

1   Kings   21:8-10   (NKJV)  
And   she   wrote   letters   in   Ahab’s   name,   sealed   them   with   his   seal,   and   sent   the   letters   to  
the   elders   and   the   nobles   who   were   dwelling   in   the   city   with   Naboth.   9   She   wrote   in   the  
letters,   saying,  
Proclaim   a   fast,   and   seat   Naboth   with   high   honor   among   the   people;   10   and   seat   two  
men,   scoundrels,   before   him   to   bear   witness   against   him,   saying,   “You   have   blasphemed  
God   and   the   king.”   Then   take   him   out,   and   stone   him,   that   he   may   die.  
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So   that   is   exactly   what   happened.   Naboth   and   his   sons   were   murdered.   There   was   no   living   heir  
for   the   vineyard   meaning   the   king   could   claim   it   for   free...  
 

1   Kings   21:15-16   (NKJV)  
And   it   came   to   pass,   when   Jezebel   heard   that   Naboth   had   been   stoned   and   was   dead,  
that   Jezebel   said   to   Ahab,   “Arise,   take   possession   of   the   vineyard   of   Naboth   the  
Jezreelite,   which   he   refused   to   give   you   for   money;   for   Naboth   is   not   alive,   but   dead.”   16  
So   it   was,   when   Ahab   heard   that   Naboth   was   dead,   that   Ahab   got   up   and   went   down   to  
take   possession   of   the   vineyard   of   Naboth   the   Jezreelite.  

 
King   Ahab   got   his   vineyard.   He   had   the   right   to   take   possession   when   there   was   no   heir.   He  
acted   legally.   But   just   because   something   is   legal,   doesn’t   mean   it’s   moral!  
 
As   you   hear   this   story,   I’m   sure   that   most   everyone   is   thinking   about   how   awful   Ahab   and  
Jezebel   are...and   you’re   not   wrong.   Most   of   us   sympathize   with   Naboth   and   we   wonder   why   this  
bad   thing   happened   to   this   good   man…  
 
But   could   we   first   consider   that   we,   at   times,   could   be   Ahab?   Are   there   times   in   our   lives   where  
we   want   something   and   we’re   told   “no”   and   we   pout   or   throw   a   fit?   
 
OR   maybe   we’re   Jezebel...maybe   we   plot   and   scheme   and   try   to   figure   out   a   way   to   get   what  
we   want.   We   may   have   a   little   dishonesty   or   manipulations   but   “technically”   in   the   end   it   all   looks  
legit.   It’s   “legal”   yet   maybe   a   little   shady…  
 
I   know,   I   know...you’re   thinking   “not   me...not   us…”  
 

James   4:1-3   (NKJV)  
Where   do   wars   and   fights   come   from   among   you?   Do   they   not   come   from   your   desires  
for   pleasure   that   war   in   your   members?   2   You   lust   and   do   not   have.   You   murder   and  
covet   and   cannot   obtain.   You   fight   and   war.   Yet   you   do   not   have   because   you   do   not  
ask.   3   You   ask   and   do   not   receive,   because   you   ask   amiss,   that   you   may   spend   it   on  
your   pleasures.   

 
James   is   speaking   to   the   church…he   says   don’t   the   issues,   the   disagreements,   the   disunity   all  
come   from   YOUR   desire   to   be   pleased?   
 
Because   when   you   want   it...and   you   don’t   get   it...you   may   fight   and   war...you   will   battle   to   get  
your   way!   And   this   is   not   God’s   design...it’s   not   His   design   for   us   to   pursue   our   desires   but   to  
pursue   Him   because   that   is   the   only   desire   that   can   be   fulfilled!   
 
In   Jesus,   we   find   true   joy,   peace,   meaning,   hope,   fulfillment   because   these   things   only   come  
from   God!   
 
You   see   we   do   have   desires,   and   there   IS   this   part   of   us   that   can   be   given   over   to   desire.   
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James   1:14-15   (NKJV)  
But   each   one   is   tempted   when   he   is   drawn   away   by   his   own   desires   and   enticed.   15  
Then,   when   desire   has   conceived,   it   gives   birth   to   sin;   and   sin,   when   it   is   full-grown,  
brings   forth   death.  

 
Drawn   away    -   the   Greek   term   used   here   is   one   to   describe   wild   game   being   lured   into   traps.  
Just   as   animals   can   be   drawn   to   their   deaths   by   attractive   baits,   temptation   promises   people  
something   good,   which   is   actually   harmful.   
 
Enticed    -   a   fishing   term   meaning   to   capture.   You   got   hooked...you   can’t   get   free   on   your   own.  
You   have   to   be   set   free...Who   the   Son   sets   free   is   free   indeed!   When   the   Spirit   of   the   Lord   is,  
there   is   freedom!  
 
So   when   you’re   drawn   away   that’s   the   bait….desire….when   you’re   enticed….you   are   captured  
by   sin...hooked!   And   if   that   sin   grows,   death   is   at   the   door….  
 
Now   don’t   be   fooled   here.   This   CAN   be   either   or   both,   spiritual   death   or   physical   death.   
 
Apart   from   Jesus,   we   are   all   sinners   deserving   of   spiritual   death   but   Hallelujah   Jesus   paid   the  
price   for   our   sin   and   when   we   receive   Him   as   Lord   and   Savior,   we   are   redeemed!  
 
Yet   sin   can   still   cause   physical   death   because   we   may   be   spiritually   forgiven,   but   there   are   still  
consequences   for   our   actions.   
 
Did   you   know   Ahab,   after   Naboth’s   death,   when   he   took   possession   of   the   vineyard,   as   soon   as  
he   got   there   he   was   met   by   God’s   prophet   Elijah   who   had   a   message   for   him.   
 

1   Kings   21:19   (NKJV)  
You   shall   speak   to   him,   saying,   ‘Thus   says   the   Lord:   “Have   you   murdered   and   also   taken  
possession?”   ’   And   you   shall   speak   to   him,   saying,   ‘Thus   says   the   Lord:   “In   the   place  
where   dogs   licked   the   blood   of   Naboth,   dogs   shall   lick   your   blood,   even   yours.”   ’   ”  

 
He   went   on   to   tell   him   that   he   “sold   himself   to   evil”   and   that   God   is   going   to   destroy   him,   and   his  
family.   
 
Remember   Ahab   did   more   evil   than   any   king   before   him.   He   had   done   more   to   provoke   the   Lord  
to   anger   than   all   the   others.   
 
And   in   a   simple   thing   like   wanting   a   vineyard,   he   let   desire   conceive   and   become   sin,   and   sin  
became   death…  
 
Yet   when   he   heard   this   message   from   Elijah,   we   was   grieved  
 

4  



1   Kings   21:27   (NKJV)  
So   it   was,   when   Ahab   heard   those   words,   that   he   tore   his   clothes   and   put   sackcloth   on  
his   body,   and   fasted   and   lay   in   sackcloth,   and   went   about   mourning.  

 
God   saw   this   and   because   Ahab   humbled   himself   before   God,   He   said   He   would   not   bring  
disaster   upon   him   in   his   days   but   in   the   days   of   his   son…  
 
God   showed   mercy   on   the   most   evil   king   there   ever   was...because   he   showed   repentance...yet  
he   still   died.   He   still   faced   the   consequences   of   his   actions   and   died   exactly   the   way   Elijah   had  
prophesied.  
 
Church,   be   careful   of   the   bait   of   desire...it   looks   good...but   you’ll   end   up   on   the   hook...and   the  
devil   isn’t   going   to   let   you   off...there’s   only   one   who   can   set   you   free   and   His   name   is   Jesus!  
 
He   is   the   one   worth   being   loyal   to.   When   Naboth   declined   Ahab’s   offer,   he   did   it   out   of   loyalty   to  
God!   He   had   integrity.   He   had   values.   He   knew   what   was   important   and   eternal...and   he   stood  
his   ground   even   though   it   cost   him   his   life!  
 
Even   though   he   was   falsely   accused...something   the   God   he   served   knows   all   too   well...  
 

Matthew   26:59-60   (NKJV)  
Now   the   chief   priests,   the   elders,   and   all   the   council   sought   false   testimony   against  
Jesus   to   put   Him   to   death,   60   but   found   none.   Even   though   many   false   witnesses   came  
forward,   they   found   none.   But   at   last   two   false   witnesses   came   forward  

 
We   have   a   high   priest   who   has   been   tested   and   tried   in   every   way,   yet   did   not   sin.   He   had  
desire...but   He   refused   to   take   the   bait!   
 
He   sent   us   the   Holy   Spirit   to   help   us,   to   show   us   the   way.   To   empower   us   to   overcome.   To   be  
set   free!   
 
Can   we   humble   ourselves   before   the   Lord   this   morning?   
Can   we   admit   our   faults   and   receive   His   grace?  
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