
Lessons   From   Kings   -   Hanun  
 
In   this   series   “Lessons   from   Kings”,   we   have   looked   at   some   of   the   kings   of   Israel   and   Judah.  
We   can   learn   a   lot   from   these   men   of   power   and   influence.   We   can   learn   from   their   successes  
as   well   as   their   mistakes.   In   every   story   there   is   something   we   can   learn.  
 
So   far   we’ve   looked   at   good   kings,   kings   of   God’s   people.   But   today   we’re   going   to   look   at   a  
pagan   king,   Hanun.   He   was   not   a   king   of   Israel   or   Judah,   he   was   the   king   of   Ammon.  
 
You   know   we   can   learn   from   all   people   right?   Not   just   God’s   people...  
 

1   Chronicles   19:1-2   (NKJV)  
It   happened   after   this   that   Nahash   the   king   of   the   people   of   Ammon   died,   and   his   son  
reigned   in   his   place.   2   Then   David   said,   “I   will   show   kindness   to   Hanun   the   son   of  
Nahash,   because   his   father   showed   kindness   to   me.”   So   David   sent   messengers   to  
comfort   him   concerning   his   father.   And   David’s   servants   came   to   Hanun   in   the   land   of  
the   people   of   Ammon   to   comfort   him.  

 
Nahash,   king   of   Ammon   died.   This   was   a   king   who   King   David   had   as   a   friend   and   a   supporter.  
Nahash   was   an   enemy   of   Saul   and   if   you   don’t   know   about   Saul,   while   he   was   king   he   tried   to  
kill   David   over   and   over   even   though   David   was   faithful   to   Saul.   
 
David   finally   becomes   king   and   becomes   a   friend   of   Nahash.   The   text   implies   that   they   entered  
into   a   covenant   relationship.   This   means   that   David   and   Nahash   had   a   legally   binding  
agreement   to   work   together,   protect   one   another.   Today   we   might   call   it   an   alliance.  
 

A   covenant   relationship   is   special   because   it   has   commitments   from   both   sides.   Think  
wedding   vows...The   husband   agrees   to   hold   up   his   end,   the   wife   agrees   to   hold   up   hers.  
They   specify   what   they   promise   to   do   and   they   enter   into   a   covenant   relationship!  

 
So   when   David   got   word   that   his   friend   Nahash   had   died...he   wanted   to   extend   kindness   and  
comfort   to   his   son.   It’s   an   effect   of   the   covenant.   Maybe   it’s   an   attempt   to   extend   the   covenant   to  
Hanun.   
 
It   comes   from   a   good   heart…from   a   place   of   dedication...something   David   learned   it   from   God!  
 

Psalm   105:8   (NKJV)  
He   remembers   His   covenant   forever,  
The   word   which   He   commanded,   for   a   thousand   generations,  

 
David’s   intentions   toward   Hanun   are   good.   He   was   good   to   the   father,   he’ll   be   good   to   the   son.   
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Because   David   saw   covenant   as   God   did...one   that   would   carry   on   generation   after   generation.  
 
But   there’s   just   one   problem...  
 

1   Chronicles   19:3   (NKJV)  
And   the   princes   of   the   people   of   Ammon   said   to   Hanun,   “Do   you   think   that   David   really  
honors   your   father   because   he   has   sent   comforters   to   you?   Did   his   servants   not   come   to  
you   to   search   and   to   overthrow   and   to   spy   out   the   land?”  

 
I   want   you   to   remember   what   they   just   said.   They   basically   said   “Is   David   really   just   going   to  
destroy   our   land.   Is   this   just   a   trick   to   attack   us?”  
 
Hunan   would   have   been   aware   of   David’s   relationship   with   his   father.   He   would   have   known   that  
David   was   trustworthy,   that   what   he   was   doing   was   sincere!   
 
BUT...the   people   around   him   are   suspicious.   Who   are   these   people?   Why   do   they   have  
influence   with   this   young   king?   Well   they   were   princes.   They   had   worked   with   his   father,   the  
same   people   Hanun   worked   alongside   prior   to   becoming   king.   
 
These   princes   may   have   not   liked   the   idea   of   Nahash’s   covenant   with   David.   They   were  
suspicious.   They   had   some   trust   issues...so   they   raised   suspicion...questioned   the   young   king’s  
thinking...planted   that   seed   of   doubt.  
 
And   it   clearly   took   root   with   Hanun...  
 

1   Chronicles   19:4   (NKJV)  
Therefore   Hanun   took   David’s   servants,   shaved   them,   and   cut   off   their   garments   in   the  
middle,   at   their   buttocks,   and   sent   them   away.   

 
WOW…what   an   insult!   Hanun   takes   the   servants   of   David...the   people   who   were   there   to  
represent   King   David   and   they   shaved   them.   This   was   disrespect   in   the   highest.   
 
To   have   your   beard   shaved   was   such   an   insult   and   in   fact   would   have   warranted   death   of   the  
culprit.   To   add   to   the   insult,   they   only   shaved   HALF   of   it   according   to   2   Samuel   10.   
 
Then   to   cut   off   their   robes   so   their   butt   showed,   remember   they   wouldn’t   have   had   underwear…  
This   was   the   ultimate   way   of   shaming   a   person.   
 
David’s   men   are   sent   back   to   him   disrespected   and   shamed...all   because   Hanun   bought   into   the  
suspicion   of   his   princes...   
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1   Chronicles   19:5   (NKJV)  
Then   some   went   and   told   David   about   the   men;   and   he   sent   to   meet   them,   because   the  
men   were   greatly   ashamed.   And   the   king   said,   “Wait   at   Jericho   until   your   beards   have  
grown,   and   then   return.”  

 
David   wanted   peace   yet   Hanun   started   a   war.   
 
Hanun   immediately   started   to   prepare   for   war.   He   knew   what   his   actions   spoke   to   David.   Yet  
Hanun   forgot   the   most   important   factor...God   was   with   David.   David’s   army   was   God’s   army.  
And   ultimately   the   Israelites   would   defeat   the   Ammonites   in   battle.  
 
What   can   we   learn   from   this   pagan   king,   Hanun?  
 

Suspicion   vs   Caution  
 
Hanun   was   surrounded   by   his   princes   when   his   father   passed.   He   knew   of   David,   he   knew  
David’s   battle   history,   but   he   also   knew   David’s   relationship   with   his   father.   Hanun   was   in   a  
position   where   he   could   have   received   the   comfort   from   David’s   people   and   done   it   with   caution  
 

Proverbs   14:15   (HCSB)  
The   inexperienced   one   believes   anything,  
but   the   sensible   one   watches   his   steps.  

 
Caution   is   based   on   what   we   know   to   be   true   based   on   knowledge.   It   requires   facts   and  
communication.   Hanun   could   have   reserved   judgement   until   he   communicated   with   David.   He  
could   have   received   comfort   while   being   cautious.  
 
Yet   he   chose   to   listen   to   the   princes   and   suspicion   was   aroused.   Suspicion   is   subjective   in  
nature,   it   is   based   on   feelings   and   emotions.   Suspicion   combines   external   signals   with   your  
preconceived   ideas   and   character.   
 
Caution   allows   you   to   proceed   hoping   for   the   best   but   aware   of   what   could   happen.   You’re  
receptive   and   aware.  
 
Suspicion   leads   you   into   a   judgemental   mindset   where   all   you   see   are   the   things   you   “just   know”  
are   going   to   happen.   You   get   caught   in   negativity   about   the   situation   and   only   focus   on   doubts.   
 

David   and   Saul   -    it’s   not   the   first   time   that   David   has   been   on   the   wrong   end   of  
suspicion.   Remember   Saul?   David   was   serving   Saul   as   a   leader   of   his   army.   He   was  
winning   every   battle.   The   people   were   chanting   “Saul   has   killed   his   thousands,   and  
David   his   ten   thousands”  
 
Saul   looked   at   David   with   suspicion   from   that   day   forward.   (eyed   him,   watched   jealousy)  
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Why,   because   he   thought   David   was   coming   for   his   throne.   Saul   spent   the   rest   of   his   life  
trying   to   kill   David.   David   spent   the   rest   of   Saul’s   life   serving   him.   Suspicion   ruined   Saul’s  
life.   It   consumed   him,   and   caused   him   great   harm.  

 
The   bible   tells   us   to   be   careful   and   watchful,   not   jealous   and   suspicious.   Rely   on   truth   and  
caution,   not   feelings   and   suspicion.  
 
Covenant   relationship  
 
Hanun’s   suspicion   caused   him   to   reject   the   covenant   relationship   that   David   had   with   his   father  
Nahash.   This   is   something   that   was   tried   and   true,   already   established,   all   Hanun   had   to   do   was  
receive   it.  
 
David,   who   you   wouldn’t   want   as   an   enemy,   was   already   committed   to   be   his   friend   because   of  
the   promises   that   had   already   been   made   through   Nahash.  
 
Yet   it’s   the   suspicion   that   caused   Hanun   to   reject   the   relationship.   One   that   was   a   no   brainer,   full  
of   benefits,   no   real   downside   to   it.  
 
Going   against   God  
 
David   was   the   King   of   God’s   army   and   God’s   people.   His   comfort   offered   to   Hanun   was   the  
comfort   of   God.   In   the   time   of   hurt,   he   offered   comfort.   Hanun   was   suspicious,   he   rejected   the  
relationship,   and   he   found   himself   going   against   God.  
 
What   a   quick   and   awful   turn   of   events   that   all   started   with   suspicion.   And   led   to   Hanun’s  
destruction.   
 
Right   now   we   are   living   in   a   time   with   a   lot   of   concerning   things   going   on   in   this   world.   Many  
people   are   facing   hardships,   financially,   physically,   mentally,   socially.   And   we   have   a   God   of  
comfort.   A   God   who   makes   a   way   when   there   is   no   way.   Peace   that   surpasses   all  
understanding.  
 
But   it’s   easy   to   get   suspicious...when   we   listen   to   the   world   around   us.   And   I   want   to   caution   you  
this   morning   to   make   sure   you’re   listening   to   the   right   people.   Because   suspicious   people   will  
drag   you   down   a   hole   that’s   hard   to   climb   back   out   of.  
 
God   is   good.   Jesus   saves.   Holy   Spirit   beings   comfort   and   peace   in   any   situation.  
 
But   if   you   begin   to   question   these   truths...truths   of   a   God   who   has   made   a   covenant   with   His  
people...if   you   get   suspicious   you   may   very   well   reject   the   relationship   with   Jesus.  
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Deuteronomy   31:8   (NKJV)  
And   the   Lord,   He   is   the   One   who   goes   before   you.   He   will   be   with   you,   He   will   not   leave  
you   nor   forsake   you;   do   not   fear   nor   be   dismayed.”  

 
This   is   a   promise   of   covenant   relationship   with   God.   When   He   said   this   it   was   a   time   where  
Israel   was   facing   insurmountable   challenges   and   God   wanted   them   to   know   without   a   doubt   that  
they   could   trust   Him   to   lead   them   to   victory.  
 
But   you   don’t   get   that   with   suspicion.   It’s   hard   to   be   a   suspicious   person,   it’s   nearly   impossible   to  
be   a   suspicious   Christian!  
 
Because   when   things   start   going   wrong,   suspicious   people   will   cause   you   to   question   and   doubt  
God...to   question   His   promises...His   faithfulness...His   power...His   involvement   in   your   life...and   if  
you   find   yourself   in   that   place,   what   do   you   think   you   will   go   with?  
 
Are   you   going   to   go   with   what   you   know   of   God,   his   promises,   his   character?   Or   with   what   those  
around   you   say?   
 
Suspicion   of   God   leads   to   death   and   defeat.   Trust   in   God   leads   to   life   and   victory,   
 
This   life   is   in   the   new   covenant,   paid   for   by   the   blood   of   Jesus   Christ.   He   is   the   Way,   the   Truth,  
the   Life,   no   one   comes   to   the   Father   except   through   Jesus.  
 

Hebrews   8:6   (HCSB)  
But   Jesus   has   now   obtained   a   superior   ministry,   and   to   that   degree   He   is   the   mediator   of  
a   better   covenant,   which   has   been   legally   enacted   on   better   promises.  

 
Jesus   has   redeemed   us   from   the   curse   of   the   law.  
 

Galatians   3:14   (HCSB)  
The   purpose   was   that   the   blessing   of   Abraham   would   come   to   the   Gentiles   by   Christ  
Jesus,   so   that   we   could   receive   the   promised   Spirit   through   faith.  

 
The   Spirit   helps   in   our   weakness.   He   can   help   you   put   away   suspicion   today,   and   lean   into   the  
relationship   with   Jesus   that   He   offers   to   all   who   accept   Him.  
 
This   is   how   we   live   a   victorious   life...when   it’s   dependent   on   Jesus,   the   giver   of   life...instead   of  
the   cares   of   life.   He   is   with   you.   He   is   for   you.  
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