
FHL   -   Faith  
 
Today   we’re   starting   a   new   series   on   Faith,   Hope,   Love.   Paul   said   in   1   Corinthians   13   that  
Faith,   Hope,   and   Love   remain.   These   qualities   are   connected,   they   work   together,   and   they  
remain...meaning   they   continue   to   be   present.  
 
We   find   ourselves   in   a   season   of   life   where   we   ourselves   as   the   church   and   this   world   all   need  
Faith,   Hope,   and   Love.   
 
It   all   starts   with   faith.   So   what   is   faith?   There’s   no   better   definition   than   the   one   that   God   gave   us  
in   His   Word!  
 

Hebrews   11:1-3   (NKJV)  
Now   faith   is   the   substance   of   things   hoped   for,   the   evidence   of   things   not   seen.   2   For   by  
it   the   elders   obtained   a   good   testimony.  
3   By   faith   we   understand   that   the   worlds   were   framed   by   the   word   of   God,   so   that   the  
things   which   are   seen   were   not   made   of   things   which   are   visible.  

 
The   Greek   word   for    faith    (pistis)    means   “belief   with   the   idea   of   trust” .   So   it   starts   with   belief,  
and   continues   in   belief   while   adding   trust.   We   believe   God,   we   trust   God.   
 
This   belief   and   trust   is   the    substance,   meaning   foundation   and   confidence    of   things   hoped  
for.   The   things   you   hope   for   have   to   have   a   foundation   and   you   have   to   have   confidence   in  
something   to   continue   to   have   hope.   
 
This   is   faith...your   belief   and   trust   in   God,   being   the   foundation   of   your   hope...and   being   what  
makes   you   confident   in   it.   
 
However,   the   word   faith   is   used   to   describe   believing   in   many   different   things.   But   the   writer  
here   says   that   BY   faith   we   understand   that   the   worlds   were   framed   by   the    word   of   God .  
 

Romans   10:17   (NKJV)  
So   then   faith   comes   by   hearing,   and   hearing   by   the   word   of   God.  

 
When   people   say   they   are   struggling   with   their   faith...what   is   the   answer?   We   often   say   pray  
and   that   can   help   but   if   we   are   in   that   place   of   confusion   or   doubt,   will   we   hear   the   voice   of  
God?   Maybe…  
 
But   if   we   read   the   word   of   God...and   hear   it...that’s   key.   To   hear   it   means   to   give   or   pay   attention  
to   it.   What   is   God   saying   to   you?   This   is   how   faith   comes….hearing   God!  
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And   we   do   that   best   through   His   word!   The   word   leads   us   to   Jesus   because   Jesus   is   the   Word!  
 
One   of   the   many   complexities   of   the   Christian   faith.   
 

In   the   beginning   was   the   Word,   and   the   Word   was   with   God,   and   the   Word   was   God.   He  
was   in   the   beginning   with   God.   All   things   were   made   through   Him,   and   without   Him  
nothing   was   made   that   was   made...   And   the   Word   became   flesh   and   dwelt   among   us  
 

Church   you   need   to   hear   the   voice   of   Jesus!   First   through   the   written   or   spoken   word,   secondly  
through   the   Holy   Spirit   who   gives   us   revelation   and   understanding   and   births   faith!  
 
You   have   to   believe.   That’s   where   faith   begins.   Do   you   believe   God?   Do   you   believe   His   word?  
 
Do   you   believe   you   have   sinned   and   need   a   savior?   Do   you   believe   Jesus   is   the   Messiah,   born  
of   a   virgin,   lived   a   sinless   life,   died   on   a   cross,   rose   from   the   dead?   
 
Do   you   believe   He   is   healer?   Deliverer?   Redeemer?   That   He’s   for   you?   That   He   loves   you?   It’s  
all   in   the   Word!  
 

Faith   rests   on   facts   not   feelings.  
 
Faith   demands   content.   There   must   be   teaching   which   we   can   put   our   faith   in.   We   can't   trust  
what   we   do   not   know.  
 
What   we   know   is   that   Jesus   is   Savior   and   Lord!   And   our   hope   is   in   Him!   
 

The   value   of   faith   is   in   it's   object.   It's   not   how   much   faith   you   have.   It's   what   you   place   it  
in.   and   our   faith   is   placed   in   Jesus.  

 
So   what   if   you   know   all   of   these   things?   What   if   you   are   struggling?   What   if   you   are   reading   the  
word,   you   know   it   in   your   heart   but   you’re   having   trouble   in   your   mind?   
 
The   answer?   Let’s   go   to   the   Word.  
 
Remember   a   man   named   John   the   Baptist?   Look   at   what   Jesus   said   about   John:  
 

Matthew   11:11   (NKJV)  
“Assuredly,   I   say   to   you,   among   those   born   of   women   there   has   not   risen   one   greater  
than   John   the   Baptist;   but   he   who   is   least   in   the   kingdom   of   heaven   is   greater   than   he.  

 
John   the   Baptist   is   Jesus’   cousin.   He   spent   years   in   the   wilderness   looking   like   a   crazy  
man...the   word   says   that   he   had   honey   and   locusts   in   his   beard   and   dressed   in   a   camel   skin.  
(there’s   still   hope   for   you!   None   of   you   look   that   crazy!)   
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But   while   John   looked   crazy,   he   had   a   very   important   calling   on   his   life.   He   believed   that   Jesus  
was   the   Messiah   that   God   had   promised   to   send   to   the   world   to   deal   with   the   sin   of   the   world.   
 
He   believed   that   Jesus   is   the   Son   of   God   and   John’s   purpose   is   to   call   people   to   repentance  
and   prepare   them   to   receive   Jesus!   He   prepared   the   way!  
 
In   fact   when   John   was   baptizing   people   in   the   river,   Jesus   shows   up   to   be   baptized   and   when  
He’s   baptized   John   witnessed   a   voice   from   heaven   saying   “this   is   My   Son,   whom   I   love,   with  
Him   I   am   well   pleased.”   And   then   the   Holy   Spirit   descended   on   Him   in   the   form   of   a   dove.   John  
heard   and   saw   something   amazing...evidence!  
 
This   is   what   His   faith   rested   on,   this   belief   and   now   he’s   hearing   and   seeing   evidence   to   prove  
it!  
 
Who   has   greater   faith   than   John   the   Baptist?   Greater   reason?   Greater   proof?   
 
Fast   forward   to   the   time   where   John   is   in   prison..  
 

Matthew   11:2-3   (NKJV)  
And   when   John   had   heard   in   prison   about   the   works   of   Christ,   he   sent   two   of   his  
disciples   3   and   said   to   Him,   “Are   You   the   Coming   One,   or   do   we   look   for   another?”  

 
John   had   a   time   of   doubt...a   time   of   question...you   might   see   it   as   a   lack   of   faith.   Of   all   people,  
how   could   John   find   himself   in   this   place?   
 
Well,   first   of   all   John   is   in   prison.   We   don’t   know   a   lot   of   details   about   it.   But   it   appears   to   be   for  
a   while   before   this   question   goes   out.   In   those   days   when   someone   was   imprisoned,   they  
weren’t   put   in   a   cell   with   a   comfy   bed   and   a   tv   with   gym   or   yard   time.   They   were   chained   to   a  
wall….they   were   bound.   
 
So   when   you   take   a   man   who   is   free   and   you   bind   him...it   begins   to   break   him   down.   The   mind  
begins   to   wander,   question   your   decisions,   how   did   you   get   here.  
 
And   when   you   find   yourself   in   that   place...you   begin   to   wonder   if   you   believe   what   you   thought  
you   believed....because   things   are   not   going   as   planned.   
 
See   I   don’t   think   when   John   baptized   Jesus,   that   he   thought   he’d   soon   be   thrown   in   prison.   He  
knew   his   role   was   diminished...he   gave   way   to   Jesus.   That   part   of   his   mission   was   completed.  
 
But   to   basically   go   straight   to   jail?   We   only   hear   of   him   again   to   question   Jesus   and   then   get   his  
head   chopped   off.  
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But   when   you   are   bound   and   things   aren’t   going   as   planned,   you   begin   to   doubt.   
 
Some   of   you   are   in   that   place   right   now.   You   believed.   You   really   did.   But   something   got   a   hold  
of   you:  

A   physical   or   mental   illness.   
A   broken   relationship.   
Financial   ruin.   
Or   something   you   expected   and   just   haven’t   seen   come   to   pass…  

 
You   find   yourself   spiritually   tied   up,   and   questioning.  
 

faith   comes   by   hearing,   and   hearing   by   the   word   of   God  
 
What   did   John   do?   He   asked   Jesus.   He   needed   to   hear   the   Savior's   voice!   It’s   how   faith   is  
restored.   It’s   how   faith   is   built   up.   It’s   how   faith   is   increased.  
 
You   don’t   need   a   miracle   to   have   faith   restored.   It’s   not   about   what   you   SEE...it’s   about   what  
you   hear...when   you   carefully   pay   attention   to   God’s   voice!  
 

2   Corinthians   5:7   (NKJV)  
For   we   walk   by   faith,   not   by   sight.  

 
John   needed   to   hear   Jesus.   And   the   message   is   relayed   to   John.   And   it   is   AFTER   this   when  
Jesus   makes   that   statement   “among   those   born   of   women   there   has   not   risen   one   greater   than  
John   the   Baptist”.   After   his   doubt.  
 
Your   doubt   doesn’t   change   how   Jesus   sees   you!  
 
And   your   doubt   doesn’t   change   God’s   word   or   who   Jesus   is!   
 
You’ve   got   to   believe...but   then   you’ve   got   to   trust.   Belief   alone   is   not   the   foundation...it’s   belief  
WITH   trust.  
 
If   you   were   to   build   a   house   on   a   block   foundation.   It   would   be   sturdy.   It   would   be   pretty   solid.  
But   without   mortar   between   the   blocks   holding   it   all   together,   it   would   shift   and   ultimately,   over  
time,   become   unstable.   
 
That’s   belief   without   trust.   You   can   do   pretty   well   for   quite   a   while   just   believing   in   Jesus.   But  
over   time,   it’ll   shift   and   become   unstable.   Trust   holds   it   together.   Belief   and   trust   make   up   a   solid  
foundation   of   faith!  
 
Look   at   this   encounter   Jesus   has   with   the   rich   young   ruler:  
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Matthew   19:16-22   (NKJV)  
Now   behold,   one   came   and   said   to   Him,   “Good   Teacher,   what   good   thing   shall   I   do   that   I  
may   have   eternal   life?”  
17   So   He   said   to   him,   “Why   do   you   call   Me   good?   No   one   is   good   but   One,   that   is,   God.  
But   if   you   want   to   enter   into   life,   keep   the   commandments.”  
18   He   said   to   Him,   “Which   ones?”  
Jesus   said,   “‘You   shall   not   murder,’   ‘You   shall   not   commit   adultery,’   ‘You   shall   not   steal,’  
‘You   shall   not   bear   false   witness,’   19   ‘Honor   your   father   and   your   mother,’   and,   ‘You   shall  
love   your   neighbor   as   yourself.’   ”  
20   The   young   man   said   to   Him,   “All   these   things   I   have   kept   from   my   youth.   What   do   I  
still   lack?”  
21   Jesus   said   to   him,   “If   you   want   to   be   perfect,   go,   sell   what   you   have   and   give   to   the  
poor,   and   you   will   have   treasure   in   heaven;   and   come,   follow   Me.”  
22   But   when   the   young   man   heard   that   saying,   he   went   away   sorrowful,   for   he   had   great  
possessions.  

 
See   Jesus   wants   all   Christians   to   be   poor...NOPE!   That’s   not   the   point   of   this   story.  
 
This   young   man   had   belief.   He   had   followed   the   commandments.   You   only   do   that   if   you   believe  
in   them.   So   you   could   say   he   had   faith...but   this   was   not   a   test   of   “are   you   willing   to   be   poor”,   it  
was   a   test   of   “do   you   trust   me”  
 
You’ve   followed   the   commandments....great!   Now   do   you   trust   Me?   Are   you   willing   to   do   what   I  
say   and   believe   it   is   for   your   good,   that   it   will   be   better   for   you?   
 

Proverbs   3:5    (NKJV)  
Trust   in   the   Lord   with   all   your   heart,  
And   lean   not   on   your   own   understanding;  

 
This   means   there   will   be   things   you   don’t   understand...will   you   have   the   solid   foundation   of  
faith?   Both   belief   AND   trust?  
 

Psalm   9:10   (NKJV)  
And   those   who   know   Your   name   will   put   their   trust   in   You;  
For   You,   Lord,   have   not   forsaken   those   who   seek   You.  

 
Psalm   37:5   (NKJV)  
Commit   your   way   to   the   Lord,  
Trust   also   in   Him,  
And   He   shall   bring   it   to   pass.  

 
For   most   of   you   it’s   not   a   matter   of   belief,   but   a   matter   of   trust.   
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There   was   once   a   woman   who   was   hanging   out   a   third   floor   window   of   a   burning  
building.   Her   plan   had   been   to   climb   down,   but   she   was   losing   her   grip.   Just   then,  
firemen   arrived   with   a   rescue   ladder   truck.   They   wanted   her   to   reach   back   with   her   hand,  
grab   the   fireman   on   the   top   rung   and   be   pulled   to   safety.  
 
But   she   hesitated,   afraid   to   let   go   of   the   ledge.   Her   mind   told   her   the   ladder   was   her   only  
hope,   but   still   she   would   not   let   go.   It’s   at   this   moment   friends,   that   the   two   parts   of   faith  
intersect.   She   believed   that   the   ladder   would   hold   her,   but   the   real   question   was   would  
she   trust   it   and   live?   Or   would   she   trust   herself   and   perish?   If   she   lets   go,   she   lives,   if  
she   tries   harder,   she   dies.  

 
Do   you   trust   Him   enough   to   let   go?  
 
I   don’t   know   what   you’re   dealing   with   today.   I   don’t   know   what   you   hurt   is,   or   what   imprisions  
your   mind.  
 
Paul   urged   us   to   contend   earnestly   for   the   faith!   That   means   to   fight   with   purpose!   Can   you   do  
that   today?   
 
Maybe   you   need   to   start   with   belief.   Maybe   you   haven’t   got   that   down   yet.   
 

Jesus   loves   you.   He   has   a   plan   for   you.   He   wants   to   save   you.   He   wants   to   be   with   you.  
He   wants   to   talk   to   you,   hear   from   you,   walk   with   you,   live   with   you.   
 
He   died   for   you   because   you   have   value.   He   should   know...He   created   you.  

 
If   you   need   to   trust   Him   today...if   you   need   that   mortar   to   hold   the   blocks   steady...this   is   the  
moment   to   give   it   over   to   Jesus.   Surrender   whatever   you’re   holding   on   to,   whatever   thing   that’s  
troubling   you.   
 

He   heals.He   is   faithful.   He   is   good.   He   is   best   for   you   and   wants   best   for   you.   He   is  
trustworthy.   He   will   NEVER   leave   you   or   give   up   on   you!  
 
 
Faith,   Hope,   and   Love   remain.   It   starts   with   faith!  
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