
Parables   -   The   Good   Samaritan  
 
Today   we’re   jumping   back   into   the   Parables   series.   Small   stories   with   big   truths.   
 

Luke   10:25-37   (HCSB)  
Just   then   an   expert   in   the   law   stood   up   to   test   Him,   saying,   “Teacher,   what   must   I   do   to  
inherit   eternal   life?”  
26   “What   is   written   in   the   law?”   He   asked   him.   “How   do   you   read   it?”  
27   He   answered:  
Love   the   Lord   your   God   with   all   your   heart,   with   all   your   soul,   with   all   your   strength,   and  
with   all   your   mind;   and   your   neighbor   as   yourself.  
28   “You’ve   answered   correctly,”   He   told   him.   “Do   this   and   you   will   live.”  
29   But   wanting   to   justify   himself,   he   asked   Jesus,   “And   who   is   my   neighbor?”  
 
30   Jesus   took   up   the   question   and   said:   “A   man   was   going   down   from   Jerusalem   to  
Jericho   and   fell   into   the   hands   of   robbers.   They   stripped   him,   beat   him   up,   and   fled,  
leaving   him   half   dead.   31   A   priest   happened   to   be   going   down   that   road.   When   he   saw  
him,   he   passed   by   on   the   other   side.   32   In   the   same   way,   a   Levite,   when   he   arrived   at  
the   place   and   saw   him,   passed   by   on   the   other   side.   33   But   a   Samaritan   on   his   journey  
came   up   to   him,   and   when   he   saw   the   man,   he   had   compassion.   34   He   went   over   to   him  
and   bandaged   his   wounds,   pouring   on   olive   oil   and   wine.   Then   he   put   him   on   his   own  
animal,   brought   him   to   an   inn,   and   took   care   of   him.   35   The   next   day   he   took   out   two  
denarii,   gave   them   to   the   innkeeper,   and   said,   ‘Take   care   of   him.   When   I   come   back   I’ll  
reimburse   you   for   whatever   extra   you   spend.’  
 
36   “Which   of   these   three   do   you   think   proved   to   be   a   neighbor   to   the   man   who   fell   into  
the   hands   of   the   robbers?”  
37   “The   one   who   showed   mercy   to   him,”   he   said.  
Then   Jesus   told   him,   “Go   and   do   the   same.”  

 
Many   of   you   know   this   parable,   possibly   as   well   as   any   other.   You   can   probably   even   retell   it  
without   missing   too   much   detail.   But   have   you   ever   really   thought   about   the   purpose   of   the  
parable?   What   Jesus   said   it   in   response   to?  
 
You   see,   at   the   beginning   of   the   chapter,   Jesus   had   sent   out   70   people   in   pairs   to   go   into  
several   towns   and   minister   to   the   people.   They   were   to   heal   the   sick   and   preach   the   Kingdom.  
They   were   told   if   the   people   didn’t   receive   them   to   dust   off   their   feet   and   move   on   to   someone  
that   would.   The   came   back   and   talked   about   how   even   the   demons   submitted   to   them   in   Jesus’  
name!  
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Then   we   have   this   lawyer,   an   expert   on   the   OT   law,   trying   to   test   Jesus   by   asking   “What   must   I  
do    to   inherit   eternal   life?”  
 
This   man   has   a   wrong   mindset.   A   “rules”   mindset.   “How   can   salvation   be   earned?”   
 
And   Jesus   responds   to   his   question   with   a   question   of   His   own.   The   lawyer   tests   Jesus,   Jesus  
tests   him   back!   “What   is   written   in   the   law?”   This   man   is   an   expert   after   all!  
 
The   lawyer   responds   with   two   commands   found   in   Deuteronomy   6:4   and   Leviticus   19:18   “Love  
the   Lord   your   God   with   all   your   heart,   with   all   your   soul,   with   all   your   strength,   and   with   all   your  
mind;   and   your   neighbor   as   yourself.”  
 
Jesus   responds,   “You’ve   answered   correctly,”   He   told   him.   “Do   this   and   you   will   live.”  
 
Is   Jesus   saying   you   can   “work   your   way   to   heaven?”   NO,   He   points   this   expert   of   the   law   back  
to   the   law   to   show   that   you   can’t   be   saved   by   obeying   the   law.  
 

James   2:10   (HCSB)  
For   whoever   keeps   the   entire   law,   yet   fails   in   one   point,   is   guilty   of   breaking   it   all.  

 
Remember,   the   law   was   to   show   our   imperfections,   it’s   meant   to   be   like   a   mirror   we   can   look   at  
and   see   where   we   fall   short,   how   often   we   fall   short.   It’s   purpose   was   always   to   show   us   our  
need   for   a   Savior...Jesus!  
 
But   this   expert   of   the   law   misses   the   point.   ***This   is   common   smart   people,   some   people  
overthink   things.   The   have   to   understand   everything.   It’s   why   so   many   smart   people   are  
atheists.   Ultimately,   their   problem   is   that   they   think   they   are   smarter   than   God.***   
 

“We   don’t   have   to   understand   everything,   we   just   have   to   believe!”   ~   Pastor   Dan  
 
But   the   lawyer   wanting   to   justify   himself   asked   Jesus,   “And   who   is   my   neighbor?”  
 
Seems   like   a   strange   question   doesn’t   it?   Well   what   they   scribes   and   Pharisees   taught   was   that  
one’s   neighbor   was   the   righteous...it   was   segregation…peers   only.   You   only   have   to   care   for   the  
people   in   this   room…  
 
They   had   elevated   their   hostility   toward   the   wicked   to   a   status   of   righteousness.   They   were   so  
self   righteous   that   they   actually   elevated   hating   your   enemy,   those   they   hated…  
 
The   bible   says   “Jesus   took   up   the   question”,   this   means   He   welcomed   the   question.   That  
means   to   receive   with   pleasure.   Can’t   you   almost   see   Jesus   smiling   a   little.   It’s   like   Jesus’  
question   led   the   lawyer   here   and   He   knew   what   the   lawyer   would   ask...He   was   waiting…  
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Jesus   is   about   to   blow   the   top   off   their   idea   of   compassion.   “What   do   you   have   to   do   to   inherit  
eternal   life?   Let   me   show   you.”   
 
This   parable   takes   place   on   the   ancient   road   from   Jerusalem   to   Jericho.   
 

***SHOW   ROAD-1   PICTURE  
 
It   was   about   17   miles   down   this   road   and   Jerusalem   was   2,500   feet   above   sea   level   while  
Jericho   was   800   feet   below   sea   level.   So   it   was   a   steep   road   that   was   rocky   and   winding   all   the  
way   down.   
 

***SHOW   ROAD-2   PICTURE  
 
This   road   was   very   dangerous   not   only   because   of   the   decent   and   conditions   but   also   because  
robbers   would   hide   in   the   rocks.   This   road   was   do   dangerous   that   they   called   it   “The   way   of  
blood”  
 
This   parable   would   have   been   very   believable   in   that   day.   This   common,   Jewish   man   is  
traveling,   gets   beat   up,   robbed,   left   for   dead.   And   as   he   lays   there   on   the   side   of   the   road.   A  
series   of   3   different   men   come   along.  
 

Luke   10:31   (HCSB)  
A   priest   happened   to   be   going   down   that   road.   When   he   saw   him,   he   passed   by   on   the  
other   side.   

 
This   is   shocking,   the   priest   (modern   day   pastor)   would   have   been   considered   the   holiest   person  
there   was   among   the   Jews.   He   was   the   one   they   trusted   to   offer   sacrifices   for   the   sin   of   the  
people.   He   was   the   one   who   was   allowed   to   go   further   into   the   temple   than   the   regular   people.   If  
there   was   anyone   that   might   show   the   character   of   God,   you   would   think   it   would   be   a   priest…  
 
But   he   saw   the   man…and   he   walked   by   on   the   other   side   of   the   road!   This   hurt   man   was   even   a  
Jew...one   of   his   people.  
 

Luke   10:32   (HCSB)  
In   the   same   way,   a   Levite,   when   he   arrived   at   the   place   and   saw   him,   passed   by   on   the  
other   side.   

 
Now   a   Levite   was   one   who   assisted   the   priest   in   the   temple.   He   could   be   any   of   you.   You   guys  
help   here   serving   in   various   ways.   
 
Yet   he   saw   the   man...and   he   too   walked   by   on   the   other   side   of   the   road!   This   is   embarrassing!   
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You   really   have   to   wonder   what   is   happening!   They   both   saw   a   need,   right   in   front   of   them,   yet  
they   did   nothing,   even   went   out   of   their   way   to   avoid   the   man…  
 
I’m   sure   these   men   were   busy.   I   really   don’t   think   they   were   evil   men.   But   it’s   almost   like   they  
were   so   caught   up   in   religion   (things   they   must   do)   that   they   missed   the   opportunity   to   put   the  
action   behind   their   beliefs.   
 

Luke   10:33   (HCSB)  
But   a   Samaritan   on   his   journey   came   up   to   him,   and   when   he   saw   the   man,   he   had  
compassion.  

 
Ahh,   there   we   go.   THIS   IS   US...RIGHT?!   
 
I   loved   when   John   was   here   and   he   challenged   us   to   consider   that   we   may   not   be   the   hero   in  
the   story.   We   may   very   well   more   relate   with   another   character   even   if   we   want   to   think   we   are  
the   hero.   I   don’t   know   how   many   of   us   have   been   Samaritans.   Maybe   we’ve   been   more   priests  
and   Levites?   
 
What   you   need   to   know   about   the   Samaritan   is   that   they   were   the   enemies   of   the   Jews.   “Good  
Samaritan?”   That   would   have   caused   a   good   laugh   in   that   audience.  
 
These   two   groups   hated   each   other.   So   quite   honestly   it   would   have   been   more   likely   that   the  
Samaritan   would   have   walked   by   and   gave   the   beaten   Jew   a   good   kick   to   the   ribs   or   something.   
 
Who   would   be   a   modern   day   Samaritan   to   us?   Well   that   depends.   To   many   Americans,  
unfortunately   they   might   view   a   Muslim   person   like   the   Jews   did   the   Samaritans.   A   group   that  
many   hate   and   many   assume   hates   them...unfortunately.   
 
But   a   Samaritan   represents   any   people   that   you   have   hate   in   your   heart   towards.  
 

We   like   to   watch   rescue   shows   (police,   firemen,   hospitals).   And   one   episode   there   was   a  
white   man,   conscious   but   needing   medical   attention   and   he   wouldn’t   let   the  
African-American   or   the   Asian-American   help   him.   He   said   he’d   rather   die.   The   helped  
him   anyway   and   saved   his   life!  

 
Good   Samaritans.   Whether   it   was   their   job   or   not   is   irrelevant,   they   had   compassion.   
 
Some   may   think   a   man   like   that   is   not   worth   saving.   But   here’s   the   thing   about   compassion...it’s  
based   on   need   not   “worth”  
 
The   Samaritan   sees   the   hurting   man   and   had   compassion.   Greek   word   Splagchnizomai  
(splockk-neet-zoe-mah)   meaning   moved   from   one’s   bowels.   It’s   kind   of   like   when   we   say   we  
have   a   “gut   feeling”.   
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The   Samaritan   saw   the   hurt   man,   an   enemy   in   the   culture   but   there   was   something   within   him  
that   would   not   allow   him   to   turn   away.   Something   stirred   within   his   heart   so   that   even   though   he  
had   a   reason   to   leave,   he   had   the   heart   to   help.  
 
Compassion   feels   something.   It’s   not   just   a   mindset.   Compassion   -   with   passion   -   with   powerful  
or   compelling   emotion   of   feeling...  
 
The   kind   of   thing   that   causes   you   to   DO   something.   Compassion   is   active.  
 

he   went   to   him   (intention)  
he   bandaged   his   wounds   (effort)  
he   poured   oil   and   wine   on   his   wounds   (resources)  
he   put   him   on   his   animal   (the   Samaritan   probably   walked)  
he   brought   him   to   an   inn   (money)  
he   took   care   of   him   (an   investment   of   himself)  

 
In   every   one   of   his   acts   he   demonstrated   compassion   in   an   unselfish   way.   He   also   took   the   time  
to   take   care   of   him.   
 
We   look   at   a   story   like   this   and   we   can   think   “who   am   I?”.   That’s   the   question   to   answer   today  
because   I   think   there   are   times   we   are   the   priest/Levite   even   though   we   don’t   want   to   admit   it.   
 
There   are   times   we   are   the   Samaritan.   And   there   are   times   we   are   the   beat   up   guy.   
 
But   listen,   don’t   be   thinking   of   others   who   are   priests   and   Levites...that’s   what   the   beat   up   guy  
tends   to   be   focused   on.   Make   a   noise,   move   an   arm,   get   someone’s   attention.   If   the   first   guy  
and   the   second   ignore   you,   keep   trying,   someone   WILL   help.  
 
Don’t   “woe   is   me”,   ask   for   help!   And   keep   in   mind   you   are   not   ALWAYS   the   beat   up   guy.   Even  
the   wounded   need   to   help   those   they   encounter   that   are   worse   off   than   them!  
 

Luke   10:36-37   (HCSB)  
“Which   of   these   three   do   you   think   proved   to   be   a   neighbor   to   the   man   who   fell   into   the  
hands   of   the   robbers?”  
37   “The   one   who   showed   mercy   to   him,”   he   said.  
Then   Jesus   told   him,   “Go   and   do   the   same.”  

 
Notice   the   lawyer   wouldn’t   even   say   “the   Samaritan”,   he   says   “the   one   who   showed   mercy.”  
 
“Go   and   do   the   same.”  
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The   opening   question   was   what   must   I   do   to   inherit   eternal   life.   But   this   parable   is   not   about  
HOW   to   earn   eternal   life.   
 
It’s   about   what   flows   out   of   someone   who   HAS   eternal   life.  
 
Good   works   don’t   get   you   into   heaven,   but   they   are   evidence   of   a   life   that   has   been   changed   by  
Jesus.   
 

They   express   our   love   to   a   God   who   has   forgiven   us   and   loves   us.  
 
They   are   a   sign   to   the   world   around   us   testifying   of   this   love   that   is   within   us.  
 
They   are   a   genuine   expression   of   the   Father’s   heart   displayed   through   His   children.   

 
Compassion   and   good   works   do   not   get   you   into   heaven   but   without   them,   who   will   believe   the  
message   we   carry.   
 
The   compassion   of   Jesus   causes   us   as   His   followers   to   act   in   ways   contrary   to   the   ways   of   the  
world.   
 
We   give   our   time,   talents,   and   resources   to   reach   a   lost   world   so   that   it   may   believe   that   the  
God   we   love,   loves   them.   
 
So   today,   instead   of   asking   “Who   is   my   neighbor?”   maybe   we   should   be   asking   “What   kind   of   a  
neighbor   am   I?”  
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