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I didn’t grow up as a fearful child, but, I don’t remember 
being particularly brave. I took my BMX bike off ramps, I 
cliff jumped in the Summer, but that feeling of invincibility…
that I could conquer anything, well…let’s just say, I’ve never 
been that guy.  

I can remember a warm, Summer day, walking from my 
house down to the tennis court with my Dad; I was about 8 
years old at the time. I don’t remember what we were 
talking about but as we got closer to the tennis courts, I do 
remember the dog. I heard it before I saw it…a few houses 
up, on the right, on the front steps, I saw a large, German-
Shepherd-Sized dog. 

I don’t pretend to know what goes on in the mind of a dog, 
but at the age of 8, I had seen enough animal shows to 
know the difference between a happy, excited, dog and an 
angry, territorial dog. There was barking, but no tail-
wagging, and none of the playful movements to suggest 
that the dog was looking for a new friend.  

All the signs were pointing to trouble and I was afraid; this 
dog was going to charge us, and charge he did. In a matter 
of seconds, he covered the ground between the house and 
the street; he was so fast that Usain Bolt couldn’t have 
outrun him. But in the end, I didn’t need to run; my Dad had 
the situation under control.  

As the dog leapt at us, my Dad—quite casually, as I 
remember it—unleashed the most beautiful backhand with 
his tennis racquet. Roger Federer would have been proud! 
The dog’s flight was stopped dead and his aggression went 
from a 10 to a 1; he couldn’t get back to his front steps fast 
enough.  

Now, I suspect if my Dad had been interviewed, moments 
after the event, he would have said that his backhand was 
pure instinct; the dog was coming, I needed to be 
protected, and he acted without thinking. But as we 
continued on our way, my heart still racing, I marvelled at 
what my Dad had done. He was so strong, so brave. Being 
with him gave me courage because it seemed to me that 
there was nothing he couldn’t handle. 

Do you have anyone in your life like that? Someone who is 
strong, wise, or brave? Someone whose very presence gives 
you courage?  

I know now that my Dad isn’t invincible, he never was. I’m 
not 8 years old anymore, and, I’m not afraid of dogs, but 
I’ve still got my share of fears and insecurities. And I 
regularly find myself in need of Someone whose presence 
gives me courage. Jesus is that person for me; He can be 
that person for you.  

On the night Jesus was arrested, He shared a final meal and 
conversation with His disciples. The moments were few  
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and precious, Jesus knew what was coming even if the 
disciples didn’t. “Take heart,” He said to them, in other 
words, “Have courage.” This morning we’re going to look at 
John 16:25-33, where Jesus offers us reasons for courage.  

Let me encourage you to turn to John 16:25-33; please 
follow along as I read. 

25 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is 
coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but 
will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will 
ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on 
your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because 
you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 
28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am 
leaving the world and going back to the Father.” 

29 Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly 
and without figures of speech. 30 Now we can see that you 
know all things and that you do not even need to have 
anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you  
came from God.”  

31 “Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. 32 “A time is 
coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, 
each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am 
not alone, for my Father is with me. 33 “I have told you 
these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world.” 

Jesus gives us reasons for courage because, first… 

1. He has opened a door for us (in prayer). 

In vs. 26-27, Jesus spoke a word concerning “access.” The 
disciples already had access to Jesus, but through His 
death, resurrection, and ascension, a new door was 
opened to relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  

In Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 7:25, the Bible speaks about 
Jesus’ ongoing ministry of prayer for us, but here, Jesus 
speaks about the privileged access we enjoy. Because of 
Jesus, through Jesus, a door has been opened; we can 
know the love of God the Father, and the embrace of God 
the Holy Spirit.  

All too often, we misconceive the way we relate to the 
Father, through the Son. Some make the mistake of 
thinking that while Jesus is merciful, the Father is cold and 
stern. The thought follows, then, that Jesus has to plead 
our case with the Father, trying to persuade the Father—
against His will—to forgive us. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Leon Morris writes, “The Son does not 
persuade the Father to be gracious. The whole of the work 
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of the Son rests on the loving care of the Father who sent 
him.”  1

The writer of Hebrews tells us that because Jesus has 
opened the door, to the throne of God, and bid us enter, 
we know that we are welcome. Hebrews 4:16 says, “So let 
us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we 
will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us 
when we need it most.” 

With the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, the 
door has been opened to God’s presence. Young and old, 
poor and rich, women and men have been granted 
unlimited access to God. By faith in Jesus, we enter in. 

illus: When I was young, and my parents invited guests 
over for dinner, we knew that we were expected to be 
presentable. Our hair was combed, our faces scrubbed 
clean; ripped jeans and sweaty t-shirts were traded for 
something clean and fresh smelling. 

But when we come to God, no such prior action is required.  
We don’t need to clean ourselves up, in fact, we can’t. We 
come on the basis of Jesus’ sacrifice; He makes us 
“presentable” by clothing us in His righteousness. We don’t 
need to coax God into being gracious. When we come to 

God in prayer, we approach the One who loves us, and so, 
we come with courage and confidence. 

2. Second, we have reason for courage because Jesus 
has completed His work. Let’s take another look at vs. 28.  
Jesus said, “Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and 
now I will leave the world and return to the Father.” In this 
sentence, that highlights a twofold movement, we have the 
entire gospel story in shorthand form. 

The first movement is from heaven to earth; Jesus came 
from the Father into the world. The theological word for 
this is incarnation; God the Son became human. The 
question is, why did He come?  

John 1:18 says, “No one has ever seen God, but the one and 
only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship 
with the Father, has made him known.” John 3:16-17 says, 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” 
This is why He came from the Father. 

The second movement is from earth to heaven; Jesus 
returned to the Father. And why did He return? Because 
Jesus completed His work: He revealed the Father, and 

 Leon Morris, The New International Commentary on the New Testament: The Gospel According to John, 629-630.1
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through His death and resurrection, He has provided 
salvation for all who will receive it. 

The One who stands with us is the One who stood in for us; 
the death He died, He died for us—our sin on His shoulders. 
We can face the end of this life with courage, because of 
what Jesus accomplished on the cross. Romans 10:9 gives 
us the following assurance,“If you confess with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved.”  

 3. Our third reason for courage? We are not alone. In John 
16:32 Jesus said, “the time is coming—indeed it’s here now
—when you will be scattered, each one going his own way, 
leaving me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is 
with me.” 

All of us know what it is to be alone: alone in our 
apartment, alone on a walk, or alone with our thoughts. 
Jesus knew what was coming; He would be arrested and 
the disciples would scatter. He would be abandoned by His 
disciples, but, His Father would remain; He would not be 
alone. 

Does the same not hold true for us? All may abandon us, 
but not Him. From the heights of heaven to the depths of 
the grave, God is present. On our first day of Kindergarten 

to our final day in the Hospice, God is present. In our 
weeping and laughing, in our mourning and dancing, we 
are never alone. In our successes, failures, and crippling 
fear, God is with us whether we perceive Him or not.  

Where else would He be? He is both Creator and Sustainer; 
He loves all that He has made. He loves you. He stands with 
you.  

4. Finally, we have reason for courage because Jesus has 
overcome. Vs. 33 speaks of a twin reality: trouble and 
peace. Jesus said, “I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

If the world is plagued by sin, we should expect that 
trouble will abound—and it does. It’s surprising to me, just 
how surprised we are, when we experience trouble. Why is 
this happening? How could this happen? I can’t believe it?! 
For all of our education and sophistication, we can be so 
naive. As long as people continue to rebel against God, 
they will bring harm to themselves and to others; we need 
to accept that trouble will remain.  

But it’s not all bad news is it? Jesus sets “peace” in contrast 
to “trouble,” and “in Me” in contrast to “in the world.” In this  
world you will have trouble; in Me you will have peace.   2

 Morris, 633.2
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When everything is going our way in life, there’s nothing 
remarkable about “peace,” but Jesus seems to suggest that 
peace can be found in the middle of trouble. Gary Burge 
writes, “We have seen again and again in this Gospel that 
the world is a place of genuine hostility to the things of 
God. For a disciple to live in it is necessarily to experience 
struggle…The peace of Jesus is a condition that takes the…
struggles of this world seriously, but like a seagull riding 
the surface of a turbulent sea, is able to climb swells and 
drop into valleys”.  3

So how does it work? The peace Jesus spoke of is a 
byproduct of our faithful trust in Him. Without this trust, the 
peace He promises will elude our grasp. And so, peace is 
something He gives and something we cultivate in His 
presence.  

Remember my opening illustration? I was 8 years old, 
under attack, and afraid; I was in trouble, but I didn’t have 
peace. It wasn’t that I didn’t trust my Dad, I wasn’t even 
thinking about my Dad, I was focused on the dog hurtling 
towards me.  

For better or worse, whatever we focus on is given a kind of  
power over us. When we fixate on our fears or troubles, 
anxious thoughts and emotions are sure to follow, and 

before long, we can’t see a way out. But the opposite 
extreme is just as unhelpful—ignoring our troubles in the 
hopes they will go away.  

What is the alternative? We invite Jesus to stand with us in 
our trouble. It’s not that He’s somewhere else, but that our 
invitation awakens us to the reality of His presence. Our 
troubles may surprise and overwhelm us, but Jesus is 
neither surprised nor overwhelmed. 

Jesus spoke to the disciples saying, “Take heart!“ What this 
means is, “have courage.” It means taking stock of our 
circumstances and choosing to trust Jesus instead of 
giving in to panic. Have courage, Jesus said, for I have 
overcome the world. 

All that Jesus is, He is for us. All that Jesus has done, He has 
done for us. His victory on the cross, His wisdom, and 
strength—all of this, and more, is extended to us.  And this 4

is one of things that sets Christianity apart from other 
religions. Jesus did more than set out an ideal for us to 
attempt (and fail).  

Gary Burge writes, “Christianity is the offer of God to live in 
his followers and achieve in them the victory demonstrated 
in his Son Jesus Christ. And in that indwelling, an 

 Gary M Burge, The NIV Application Commentary: John, 455.3

 Burge, 456.4
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indescribable peace with be ours despite the [trouble] of 
the world around us.”  5

Conclusion: In this world, we don’t have to go looking for 
trouble, trouble will find us, and when it does, we all need 
Someone strong, wise, and brave to stand with us. Here’s 
the question: is anyone stronger, wiser, or braver than 
Jesus? Let me encourage you to invite Him stand with you 
in trouble, to supply you with peace, and strength, and 
help. Let us turn to Him today. 

Prayer 

Worship 

Benediction  

In just a moment I will speak a final word of blessing, but 
first, I want to invite you to join us after the service in our 
virtual foyer (at 10:10 am and 12:10 pm). If you go to our 
website, nsac.bc.ca, and scroll down on the home page, 
you will see a heading that reads “Events;” just click on 
“Virtual Foyer” and then click on the Zoom Link. Our 
pastoral staff will be looking forward to connecting with 
you. 

And if you would like someone to pray with you this 
morning, when you join the virtual foyer, let Pastor Dave 
know and he will send you into a private Zoom room. After 
the 9 am service, George and Ali Canvin with be praying 
with you; after the 11 am service, Rachel and Christina will 
be praying.  

 Burge, 456. 5
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