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1.  Summary 

The book of 1st Kings is Narrative History and Prophecy.  The author is anonymous; however, 

some suggest the prophet Jeremiah.  It was written about 560-538 B.C.  The purpose of 1st 

Kings is to contrast those who obey and disobey God throughout the ruling kings of Israel and 

Judah.  

 

The book describes the rule of Solomon as the last king of Israel and then the split of the 

kingdom after his death.  It includes a great prayer to the Lord in chapter 8.  The writer of the 

books of Kings describes the events of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms after the division. 

 

   In chapters 1-11, Solomon becomes the king, in a violent method, after his father David dies. 

David instructs Solomon to “walk in His (God’s) ways” (2:3).  Solomon asks God for wisdom 

and God is pleased at this request and approves.  Solomon begins a building production, which 

included the temple that his father David desired and prepared for him to do.  He began building 

the temple 480 years after the Exodus from Egypt.   Seven years later, the Ark was brought to 

the temple, the glory of the Lord descended on it, Solomon prays a powerful prayer, and then 

sacrifices were offered. Solomon although the wisest king ever, does not so wise things and 

begins to worship the gods of his wives and is subdued by his lust for women.  His downfall 

was looming and he died shortly thereafter. 

 

•    Chapters 12-22 show the beginning of the end of the United Kingdom of Israel.  The nation, 

with tough decisions to make chooses a wrong one.  In 931 B.C., the kingdom splits in two: 

North and South. Rehoboam inherits the kingdom and is persistent about enforcing high taxes.  

The Northern tribes begin a revolt and Jeroboam is crowned king of Israel.  Ten tribes became 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin became the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah.  God raises up his prophet Elijah to warn evil king Ahab to turn from idol 

worship and to return to the YHWH. 

 

2.  The verse: 

So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant 

and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you 

and give it to one of your subordinates. (11:11) 

 

3.  The learning: 

If we turn away from God, we will lose all the blessing of His presence in our lives. 

 


