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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 

E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary  

The theme throughout the daily Bible readings this 
week is that Christians form intimate communities 

of care. How are you part of a Christian 

community that shows care for one another? In 

what ways do you serve each other’s needs?  

Prayer, passing the peace, and blessing others 

are Christian traditions. Make a list of Christian 
traditions done in your congregation. What 

Christian traditions do you practice, or would you 

like to do in your home? Think about the impact 

mailto:pastorkarlglander@gmail.com
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this can have on your faith and that of others in 

your home. 

Martin Luther wrote, “God does not need your 
good works, but your neighbor does.” An important 
theme of the Reformation is that all Christians are 

called to serve others through their baptisms. 

Think about friends and neighbors in your 
community who may need help or support in some 

way. What good works can you do to serve them 

in Jesus’ name?  

Martin Luther wrote the words for A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God and composed the melody. 
This well-known hymn is based on Psalm 46. After 

reading this psalm once, make a list of words from 

it that help you understand God as a mighty 

fortress. Read Psalm 46 again and pause for a 

moment when you read a word from your list. After 
finishing, say, “Amen.” 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran we believe in the 

teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
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sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 

of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 

we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 

or are looking for a church family, please talk to 

our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 

family to worship with us any time! 
Should you have something we could privately 

pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 

seek the Lord’s face together.  

Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 

Lord richly bless you!  

 
REFORMATION DAY 

October 25, 2020 
 
PRELUDE   

 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
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657 A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD  
(Stanzas 1–2) 

 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 

    And wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe 
Has sworn to work us woe. 

    With craft and dreadful might 
    He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might. 

    We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is He, 
    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

    God’s only Son, adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 

 
(please rise) 
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T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
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the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 
INTROIT                                                  Psalm 46 
God Is Our Fortress 

P God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 
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C Therefore we will not fear though the earth 
gives way, 
 though the mountains be moved into the 
heart of the sea, 

 

P though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

 

C There is a river whose streams make glad 
the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 

P God is in the midst of her; she shall not be 

moved; 

 God will help her when morning dawns. 

 

C The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

 

P The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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C Come, behold the works of the LORD, 
 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 

 

P He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots with fire. 

 

C “Be still, and know that I am God. 
 I will be exalted among the nations, 
 I will be exalted in the earth!” 

 

P The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

♫GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ 

 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His 

people on earth. 

 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 
Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we 
praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God: 
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You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone 
are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy 

Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast 
in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in 

times of temptation, defend us against all 
enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving 
peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
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(please be seated) 
 

FIRST READING                       Revelation 14:6–7 
The Messages of the Three Angels 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly 

overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to 

those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe 
and language and people. 7And he said with a 

loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because 

the hour of his judgment has come, and worship 
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 

springs of water.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                     Romans 3:19–28 
 
 19Now we know that whatever the law says it 

speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world 

may be held accountable to God. 20For by works 

of the law no human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of 

sin. 
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The Righteousness of God Through Faith 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been 

manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 

for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to 
be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show 

his righteousness at the present time, so that he 

might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one 
is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 



 

13 
 

 

♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 

 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                 John 8:31–36 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The Truth Will Set You Free 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in 

him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We 
are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You 

will become free’?” 
 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The 
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slave does not remain in the house forever; the 

son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, 

you will be free indeed.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

SERMON HYMN 
 

657 A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD  
(Stanzas 3–4) 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
    All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
    They cannot overpow’r us. 
Let this world’s tyrant rage; 

In battle we’ll engage. 
    His might is doomed to fail; 

    God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 
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4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 

    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God Himself fights by our side 
    With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

    Though life be wrenched away, 
    They cannot win the day. 
The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

 
SERMON         “Do Not Fear”       . . . Pastor Karl 

 
(please rise) 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P   Lord, in Your mercy 

C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫  
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(please rise) 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

973 THY WORD IS A LAMP 
 
ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 

 

1 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 

Please be near me to the end. Refrain 
 

2 I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 
And I will love You to the end. Refrain 
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BENEDICTION 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 

you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 

Organist: Holly Bell 

Elders: Gary Lohr 
Altar Guild: Karen Johnson, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Bob Jurs, Paul Rugenstein 
Reader:   

Acolyte: Raul Puga 

 

Birthday Greetings!! 10/25: Violet Hacker, 10/27: 
Frank Jackow, 10/28: Marty Jurs 
 

Anniversary Greetings!! 10/30: Marty & Bob Jurs 

(21 yrs.) 

 
Stewardship & Attendance 

Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 

Offerings:  $6069       Worship Service - 40  
Expenses: $9346       Adult Bible Class - 11 

                                   Sunday School - 3 
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The Flowers at our altar this morning was 
given to Glory of God in honor of Marty’s 

birthday on October 28th and in celebration 
of Bob & Marty Jurs 21st wedding anniversary on 
October 30th. 

 
SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 

 
Sunday – October 25, 2020  
Voter's meeting will be held right after 

the service.  Please plan on staying. There will be 

no adult Bible class and Sunday school. 

 
Today, Sunday, October 25th, 2020 there 
will be no adult Bible class and Sunday 

school. Please plan on staying for the voter’s 

meeting. 

 
Wednesday Bible study has reopened in 
the fellowship hall on Wednesday’s, at 

10:30 a.m. and also remains on Zoom.  
  

Thanksgiving and Christmas Food 
Baskets  



 

22 
 

This year, as in the past we will provide 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets for 

needy families in our community. We will collect 
food items, organizing and packing them on 
November 15th, and then distribute food baskets 

November 18th to the Buckingham Exceptional 

Student Center. We are truly blessed to have so 
many who continue to support feeding the needy 
and we thank you for your generosity. Suggested 

items are Cranberry sauce, gravy, stuffing, canned 
vegetables, instant mashed potatoes, canned 

yams/sweet potatoes, hot chocolate packets, 
dessert, box of crackers, jar of nuts.  

 

 
 
2020 Operation Christmas Child Takes Off!! 
This year, as in years past, we are participating in 

Operation Christmas Child. This worldwide 
outreach of Samaritan's Purse touches the lives of 

millions of hurting children each year. Please send 
a box this year.  This simple box symbolizes God's 

love for them and opens doors to introduce boys 
and girls to God's greatest gift-Jesus Christ.  
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We hope you will be participating in Operation 

Christmas Child this year! What a wonderful way 

to reach out with a gift-filled shoe box and touch 
the life of a needy child, and often their family, 
somewhere in the world!  While supply lasts, 

empty shoe boxes are available on a table in the 

narthex. Fill a shoebox for a child, put a $9.00 
check in made out to Samaritan's Purse for 
shipping and handling of these boxes. You can 

also leave your gift-filled shoe boxes on the table 
in the Fellowship Hall. We are blessed to be a 

blessing to others! We are hoping to get 50 to 100 
boxes this year. Please help us reach our goal. 

Thank you! Please help us pack them this coming 

Tuesday, October 27th at 10:00 a.m. in the 

fellowship hall. 

                        
 

Flower Calendar: The 2020 Flower Chart 

is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 

as an act of worship and devotion to glorify 

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty 
and goodness of God. Members of the  
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congregation may donate altar flowers as an  

expression of thanksgiving to God, in  

remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  

God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  

chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  

someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
also tax deductible. Please place money in an  

envelope marked flowers in the offering basket.  
We have openings for November 8, 15, & 29.  
December 6 & 13. 
 
The election for Council Officers and Board 

Positions will be held at the October 25 Voters’ 
Meeting. The Nominating committee 

recommended the following slate of individuals for 
election: 

 
Council Officers 

 
President -  Richard Gerlach 

Vice President -  Doug Grage 
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Secretary - Holly Bell 

Treasurer - Kurt Laser 

Member at Large - Annette Brocious  
 
Board Positions 

 

Board of Education - Sandy Grage, Jennifer 
Morosey 
Board of Elders - Paul Rugenstein, Kurt Laser, 

Edison Johnson, John Wittenberg, Gary Lohr 
Board of Evangelism - Terri Gerlach 

Board of Stewardship - Rollin and Pat Duckwitz, 
Bob and Marty Jurs 

Board of Trustees - Jeff Kirsch, Gary Dreischerf 

 

NOTE: If you would like to be considered for one 
of these positions please contact any council 
member before October 15. 

 
No Bible study or Sunday school today due to the 

voter’s meeting. 
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 At Christmas, we decorate the church in 
celebration of the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. If 
you would like to present a poinsettia in honor, 
memory, or celebration of a person or event, 

please fill out this form and place it, with payment, in the 
offering plate. Each poinsettia costs $7.00. All poinsettia 
donations will be acknowledged in the Christmas Eve 
Worship Bulletin. 
 

________Poinsettia @ $7.00 each = __________  
 
Presented by: 
________________________________________ 
Please note whether this/these plant(s) are: In Loving 
Memory of  
________________________________________ 
In Honor of  
________________________________________ 
In Celebration of 
________________________________________ 
To the Glory of God for 
________________________________________  
Place this form with proper payment in an envelope and 
place in offering plate or send to Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church 14531 Old Olga Road, Fort Myers, FL 33905 
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“Lord, here I am, send me…” 
 

 
 

The members of Bethlehem proudly invite you to 

join us as we celebrate the Installation of Pastor 

Karl P. Glander. We will celebrate this blessed 

occasion through worship and with God’s Word. 

Your presence will make this event a memorable 

experience for Rev. Karl P. Glander and his wife 

Ginny and family.  
Sunday, November 22nd at 4:00 P.M.  

at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Reception will be held immediately following the 

service. 

 
 
 


