
There’s a popular show on TV called “This is Us.” And
essentially, without giving anything away, it’s a show about
how we get to where we are. It’s a show about the web of
histories that bring us to the specific place and time we find
ourselves. I’m going to suggest that this Lenten season will
take on a similar vein because ultimately in Lent, we are telling
our story. It’s the same story. It always is. As a kid, it drove
me nuts; as a pastor, I find it beautiful. Because unlike
re-reading the same book over and over again, this story
continues to speak to us as we age and grow. This is the story
of how we got here. It’s the story of where we’re going. It’s
our story. And yet, it’s more than that. It’s the story of life. It’s
the story of God.

God was grieved. Things were not going as planned.
Long ago, God felt that the existence of life was better than the
alternative of a formless void of nothingness. But there came
a time when what seemed like a good idea at the time, now
felt like a horrible mistake. So God decided to start over. Like
I often feel when trying to do any kind of artsy project, God just
wanted to scrap the whole thing and begin again. God loved
the creation, but the creation did not seem so interested in
loving back. God created the world to be beautiful, but the
power of sin had tarnished it. God had created life, but all
people seemed interested in was how to end it, rather than
preserve it.

But something interesting happens after the flood,
something that I can only describe as repentance. But it’s not
humankind that repents – it’s God. Somewhere along the way,
God has a change of heart and sees that sin’s destruction of
the beloved creation cannot be healed by more destruction. It
cannot be fixed by cancelling everything. God vows to go a
new direction. What’s even more interesting is that God then
makes a covenant – a promise to Noah and to all of creation –
to never do this again. And like a warrior laying aside their
weapon, God hangs a bow in the clouds, not simply as a
reminder to us, but as a reminder of the commitment God is

making to the life of the world. God will not heal the world
through coercion and violence and destruction. God will
instead deal with the binding power of sin and death in a new
way.

It’s been said that grief is the price we pay for love. It is
the cost of commitment. It’s also been said that grief doesn’t
really end. It becomes a constant companion. Because grief
is a long-term project. And in the covenant made to Noah and
the whole creation, God accepts these realities of grief. God
accepts this because through it, sin and death will come to an
end. Not through more death and destruction, but by taking
sin and death into God’s very self.

Jesus knows this, even as his ministry is just
beginning. What was promised long ago in the covenant to
Noah and all of life is now being fulfilled. God’s new way is
here. The powers of sin and death will no longer hold the life
of the world in bondage. For the Kingdom of God is at hand.
And like God did so long ago, we are now called to repent
from the ways of sin and death, to turn to the new way that
God in Christ has prepared, and believe in the good news of a
bow left hanging in the clouds, never to be used again.

That’s the start of the story. It’s the story of the God
who so loved the world. That even when it all seems broken
and hopeless, God continues to find a way. This is Lent. This
is our story. It is God’s story. And we will continue to tell it,
because it is ultimately our hope.  Amen.


