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P   Dear friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the season of Lent, 

the time of remembering Jesus' Passover from death to life, and pray that our life in 

Christ may be renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for 

God's mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love 

one another, and to live in harmony with creation.  But our sinful rebellion 

separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life 

our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and 

resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 

therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and 

fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and 

sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the saving 

events of Jesus' death and resurrection. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination precedes the confession. 



P Most holy and merciful Father: 

C We confess to you and to one another, 

and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, 

that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed; 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

 

P We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

C Have mercy on us, Lord. 

P We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.  

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

C Have mercy on us, Lord. 

P We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, envy, hypocrisy, 

and apathy that have infected our lives, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 

P Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, 

and our exploitation of other people, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 

 

P Our anger at our own frustration, 

and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 

P Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, 

and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 

P Our negligence in prayer and worship, 

and our failure to share the faith that is in us, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 

 

P Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  

For our blindness to human need and suffering,  

and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

C accept our repentance, Lord. 

P For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for 

our prejudice toward those who differ from us, 

C accept our repentance, Lord. 

P For our waste and pollution of your creation, 

and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 

C accept our repentance, Lord. 

P Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

C   Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen 



 

The Imposition of Ashes – Any who wish are welcome mark 

ashes in the shape of a cross on your forehead. These ashes are a 

visible sign of our repentance for sin in our lives, and our desire 

to be forgiven in Jesus’ name. You may say, “Remember that 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  

 

P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,  

C that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

P By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 

C bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

P    Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 

in eternal life. 

C    Amen. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, 

creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of 

kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”      Red Book #592 

 
Public Domain 

 

 

Reading: Romans 6:1-13 
1What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 

abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you 

not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 

walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with 

him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 

enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being 

raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 

God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 



12Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you 

obey their passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of 

wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from 

death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 

The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz  

Hymn: “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”            Red Book #599 

 
Public Domain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering:  Jesus embraces us in our sin, and forgives us freely. Let us enter into 

this season of Lent and follow him in all things. We offer ourselves to God with 

thanks as we lift our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment now to 

make an electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly app or 

write a check and send it in.  

 

Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

Announcements 

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: “Chief of Sinners, Though I Be”       Red Book # 609 

 
 Public Domain   

 

*Dismissal 

P As we enter into this season of Lent, we seek to leave behind our ways of sin, 

and turn our lives to Jesus. Let us go in peace, to serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  

 

Depart in Silence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. The service is 

one of solemn penitence and silence.  

 Ashes are a sign of our mortality and repentance. Just as God created 

humans from the dust of the earth, so the end of our earthly existence returns us 

back to the earth in dust and ashes. In the Old Testament we find numerous places 

where ashes are symbolic of mourning and repentance. Job and the people of 

Nineveh are only some of the people who sat in ashes as a sign that they were 

repentant of their sins and in mourning.  

 If you so desire, you may come to receive ashes outside the church at 4 p.m. 

or 7 p.m. You may also mark your forehead at home with a little dirt from the 

ground, or moist soil from a flowerpot. 

The ashes or dirt are a sign that we are repentant before God. The sign of the 

cross is in remembrance of our baptism, when we died to our old selves and began 

a new life with Christ. Both the ashes and the sign of the cross signify our devotion 

to God through new life with Christ.  

 Lent, from a word meaning “springtime,” is the season of the church year 

when we turn to God in repentance and devotion. It is a time for the planting and 

growth of our souls. In the early church, it was a time of preparation for new 

believers who were to be baptized on the eve of Easter. Tonight we too begin our 

Lenten journey, marking our repentance and mortality with ashes and Holy 

Communion, to await the day of glory — Christ’s resurrection! 

 


