
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 

(Silence) 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, 
you hate nothing that you have made 
and forgive the sins of all who are penitent; 
create in us new and contrite hearts, 
so that when we turn to you and confess our sins 
we may receive your full and perfect forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and for ever. Amen. 

10am - Holy Eucharist w Imposition of Ashes 
Celebrant - The Rev’d Stuart Hallam 
Preacher - Bishop John Stephens 
Organist - Michael Murray 

Sunday, 21st February, 2021 - Lent 1 

Prelude – Giver of the Perfect Gift by Orlando Gibbons 1583-1625



Kyrie Eleison -   Kyrie Eleison (Bridget) 1998 Iona Community             
 
THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD 
 
First Reading - 1 Peter 3. 18-22 read by Graeme Mix 
 
Gospel Acclamation -  
 
Holy Gospel - Mark 1. 9-15       
 
The Sermon - Bishop John Stephens reflects on Ash Wednesday and Lent 
 
Music for Reflection – Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart (554 Voices Together) 
 
Prayers of the People - led by Diana Bragg 
 
Liturgy for the Imposition of Ashes 
Celebrant  Dear friends in Christ,  
 every year we celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection.  
  Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration.   
  In order that our Lent may be a time of renewal and growth  
  we begin this season by remembering our need for repentance  
  and for the forgiveness of God proclaimed by Jesus Christ. 
 
  I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ,  
  to observe a holy Lent by self-examination and repentance,  
  by prayer, fasting, self denial, and giving to those in need,  
  by reading and meditating on the word of God  
  and by following the Way of Jesus. 
 
  Let us pray in silence and call to mind our sin  
  and the infinite mercy of God. 
 
 (Silence) 
 
Celebrant   We have not loved you with all our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength. 
  We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
  We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
  Lord have mercy. 
All  Lord have mercy. 
 
Celebrant  We have been deaf to your call to serve. 
  We have been unfaithful, proud, and hypocritical. 
  Christ have mercy. 
All  Christ have mercy. 
 
Celebrant  We have been self-centred, and have taken advantage of others. 
  Lord have mercy. 
All  Lord have mercy. 
 
Celebrant  We have been envious of those more fortunate than ourselves. 
  Christ have mercy. 
All  Christ have mercy. 
  



Celebrant  We have loved worldly goods and comforts too much. 
  We have been dishonest in daily life and work. 
  Lord have mercy. 
All  Lord have mercy. 
 
Celebrant  We have neglected prayer and worship,  
  and have failed to commend the faith that is in us. 
  Christ have mercy. 
All  Christ have mercy. 
 
All  We have been blind to human need and suffering,  
  and indifferent to injustice and cruelty. 
  Lord have mercy. 
All  Lord have mercy. 
 
Celebrant  We have thought uncharitably about others,  
  and we have been prejudiced towards those who differ from us. 
  Christ have mercy. 
All  Christ have mercy. 
 
Celebrant  We have wasted and polluted your creation,  
  and lacked concern for those who come after us. 
  Lord have mercy. 
All  Lord have mercy. 
 
The Confession 
Celebrant Most merciful God,
All  We confess that we have sinned against you  
  in thought, word and deed, by what we have done,  
  and by what we have left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
  have mercy on us and forgive us,    
  that we may delight in your will,  
  and walk in your ways,  
  to the glory of your name. Amen. 
    
The Imposition of Ashes 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

  Loving God, 
  you create us from the dust of the earth; 
  may these ashes be for us a sign 
  of our penitence and our mortality, 
  and a reminder that only by the cross 
  do we receive eternal life 
  in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

  I invite you to all to make the sign of the cross in ash on your forehead 
 

  Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
  Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 
  Repent and believe the Good News: God longs for you to be whole. 
  



Absolution 
Celebrant  Friends, Christ forgives you 
  Forgive others, 
  Forgive yourselves. Amen                                     
 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you. 
 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Invitation 
Celebrant This is the table, not of the Church, but of Jesus. 
 So come, you who have much faith 
 and you who have little, 
 you who have been here often, 
 and you who have not been for a long time, 
 you who have tried to follow 
 and you who have failed. 
 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant  During the season of Lent,  
 we pay particular attention to the gifts of repentance    
 and accountability. Where evil has led us astray,  
 God makes known an alternative route.  
 A way of justice. A way of joy.  
 A way that deepens our connections to each other.  
 With gratitude, let us bring our offerings together. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Celebrant God is with you.  
All  And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
All We lift them up to God.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to God our Creator.  
All We give our thanks and praise.  
 
Celebrant Creator, you made our world beautiful and good. 
 You made us to live in right relationship with you and all creation.  
 You sent Jesus to live among us and show us what you are like.  
 We give all thanks and praise to you, our true and loving God.  
 You laid the foundations of the earth and enclosed the seas.  
 You brought forth all creatures and gave breath to humankind.  
 Wondrous are you, Holy One. All you create is a sign of hope for our   
 journey. And so, we join with the heavenly beings and all of creation 
 as we sing:  
 
Sanctus – 732 R. Proulx  
 
Celebrant Glory and honour are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent.  
 Of your grace, you sent Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the 

coming of your holy reign, and to give himself for us. Through Jesus Christ you 
have reconciled us to you and restored the glory you intended for us.  

  



   
 On the night before he died, Jesus ate supper with his friends. He took bread,  
 gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “Take and eat. This is my very 

self, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
             Then he took the cup of wine, again he gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying:  
 “Drink it all of you. This cup is a new covenant poured out for you and all people. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.”         
                       
              And so, we remember: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection, and ascension,  
                      and, longing for Christ’s coming again in glory, we present these gifts to you.  
    
 Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, so that we who share this 

bread and wine may be a people of hope, justice and love. Draw us together in 
Christ, and, in the fullness of time, gather us with all our people into the joy of your 
eternal home.  

    
All           Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy       
                Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in songs of everlasting praise. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer – Angela Reith 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  
Celebrant   We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All   We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Agnus Dei – Angela Reith 
  

Prayer After Communion 
All Holding each other accountable for harm,  
 welcoming the accountability of others, 
 and accompanying one another with truth and grace,  
 we turn from domination and control  
 towards love that protects and transforms. 
 With assurance of God’s steadfast companionship,  
 may it be so among us. Amen 
 
Announcements 
 
Hymn – 175 Forty Days and Forty Nights (Heinlein [Aus Der Tiefe]) 
 
Doxology 
Celebrant  Glory to God  
All Whose power working in us,  
 can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  
 Glory to God from generation to generation,  
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
  



 

The Blessing  
Celebrant  The Blessing of God,  
 the eternal goodwill of God,  
 the shalom and salaam of God,  
 the wildness and the warmth of God,  
 be among us and between us,  
 now and always. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Postlude – Audi Benigne Conditor by M. Dupre 
 
Please join us for zoom coffee after the service at 11am.  
https://zoom.us/j/454815164 

https://zoom.us/j/454815164

