A Congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Temporarily Meeting at:
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Bohemia
906 Church St., Bohemia, NY 11716
Worship Service Live Streamed At: https://www.facebook.com/thehavenli/

Then they were glad that the waters were quiet
and He brought them to their desired haven.

Psalm 107:30

The Lord’s Day
December 27, 2020 - Celebrating the Birth of Christ
A Service of Covenant Renewal

Welcome
☩ A warm welcome to all: We are so thankful that the session and Board of Deacons of the OPC
in Bohemia, are letting us use their facility so that we can gather for worship, instruction, and
fellowship. Until we are able to gather again in a facility in Deer Park, we will be meeting at the
Bohemia facility on the Lord’s Days at 1:00 p.m.. We are made to gather together as God’s people
and we rejoice that, despite the lockdown of so many establishments, we are blessed to enjoy this
aspect of our corporate life as the people of God. Praise the Lord!
☩ Today’s Sunday Schedule:
1:00 p.m. Worship/Outreach
2:30 p.m. Haven Updates & Evangelism 101
3:00 p.m. Haven Food and Fellowship: We invite all of you to join with us today our
Lord’s Day feast, (Havenites: Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.) Please note that we are following sanitation
protocols for this. Either Mary or John Vaeth can provide you with these.
☩ Outreach Update: For various reasons related to people’s fears during the pandemic, limitations
on gatherings, and physical distancing, your officers and the OPC Bohemia session. agreed it
would not be wise to do door to door outreach in Bohemia at this time. We urge you to be doing
personal outreach to friends, family, and neighbors taking these fears into account and making use
of evangelistic literature as an extension of your personal witness to others.
☩ Social Distancing, Personal Hygiene, and Sanitation:
Be sure to honor social distancing
guidelines and always use reasonable precautions to protect those around you from unnecessary
exposure to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease. It’s important to honor these not only in the
sanctuary during our worship, but also downstairs for our food and fellowship times.
☩ Announcement Page: You’ll find this purposely placed after the liturgy pages of our weekly
bulletin. This page include things for you to do to serve Christ as you “Go forth in peace to love and
serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name.” It’s not enough to gather for worship. We are meant to go
forth demonstrating our faith by our works!
☩ The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest and renew
their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws them into the
Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, strengthening and
guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom."
☩ Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyrighted
music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
☩ The Haven, OPC is a congregation of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York,
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). For more information on the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church:
www.opc.org
For more information about this church, visit our website:
www.thehavenli.com

Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, December 27, 2020
Worship 1:00 p.m.

THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US
Salutation:
Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for our sins in order to deliver us from the
present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom
be the glory forever and ever.
People: Amen!

†Call to Worship: Luke 2:1-14

† Opening Hymn of Praise:
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” (#311, TPH)
(turn to next page)

† indicates standing

†Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you!
People: And also with you!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord
People: Who made heaven and earth!
†Opening Prayer
People: Amen!

The Lord Our God Cleanses Us
Meditation: Matthew 7:28,29
“And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his
teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.”
Confession of Sin: Begin with your personal confession before God
Corporate Confession: True and living God: We thank you that you have given us
your inspired and inerrant word, the Bible. And we thank and praise you that the Lord
Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh - the perfect representation and declaration of
yourself. Forgive us for listening to so many voices other than your own - the voices of
false teachers, the voice of our own imagination, and the voice of a world system that does
not have you in its thoughts. Make us people of the truth as it is in the Lord Jesus
Christ; and give us a fresh love for that truth as we enter a new year of our Lord. Amen!
†God’s Promises in the New Covenant: I John 1:5 - 2:2
People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!
†Hymn of Praise for the Work of Christ “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(turn to next page)
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US
Old Covenant Reading: Proverbs 3:21-27
21 My son, do not lose sight of these— keep sound wisdom and discretion,
22 and they will be life for your soul and adornment for your neck.
23 Then you will walk on your way securely, and your foot will not stumble.
24 If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be
sweet.
25 Do not be afraid of sudden terror or of the ruin of the wicked, when it comes,
26 for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being
caught.
27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power
to do it.

New Covenant Reading: John 1:1-18
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did
not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh
nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have
all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
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Pastor: The grass withers,…the flowers fade away; but the word
of our God will stand forever!
People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith:
The Heidelberg Catechism - Third Section, Gratitude
Lord’s Day 46
Q. 120. Why did Christ command us to call God, “Our Father”?
A. At the very beginning of our prayer Christ wants to kindle in us what is basic
to our prayer – the childlike awe and trust that God through Christ has become
our Father. Our fathers do not refuse us the things of this life; God our Father
will even less refuse to give us what we ask in faith.
Q. 121. Why the words “Who art in heaven?”
A. These words teach us not to think of God’s heavenly majesty as something
earthly, and to expect everything for body and soul from his almighty power.

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (TPH #323)
(Turn to next page)
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Pastor: Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!
Sermon: “Christ in the Christmas Carols”
PASTOR: Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!
Worship through Tithes and Offering
†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen!
The Lord Our God Communes With Us
Meditation.
Lord’s Supper Celebration
Heads of households, come forward to receive the elements for your household. Enjoy
communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
People: Amen!
Closing Hymn of Praise: “Joy to the World, the Lord is Come!”
(turn to next page)

The Lord Our God Commissions Us
†[Hands Raised] Benediction
People: Amen!
Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name!
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Announcements
☩ Haven Hope Givers: That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have
learned about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC. Send a message of Gospel hope to: Mr. Darren
Emanuel, #03A2176, Fishkill Correctional Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F.
Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458.
Also: Encourage Darren’s wife, Kim: Send her a card and note to let her know that you are praying
both for Darren and for her: Mrs. Kim Emanuel, 76-34 162 St., Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 11366.
☩ Phone Numbers and E mail Addresses of The Haven Officers:
Pastor Bill:
(516) 581-5242
Elder Jimmy Brewer:
(516) 250-8953
Elder John Vaeth:
(631) 561-7392
Deacon Paul Toto:
(516) 459-6814

W Shishko@gmail.com
JBrewer930@gmail.com
ChefJohnV1@gmail.com
Paul.toto@idserve.com

☩ Zoom Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. This is now a weekly part of our Haven life.
After a few minutes to mention updates and new prayer requests, we spend the remaining time in
prayer. We also periodically have guests for whom we have been praying. Plan to join us!
Haven Midweek Zoom Prayer Meeting: Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Join the meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2614159951 or dial (646) 558 8656
Meeting ID: 261 415 9951
☩ Haven Food and Fellowship: Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time. Here’s the schedule for the next few weeks:
Today: Keith McMahan & John Preston
01/03: Shishkos
01/10 Matones
☩ Today’s Sermon will be available by Monday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC”
site (Search The Haven, OPC) Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com
☩ Giving Last Sunday: Gen. Fund: $11,891.

(Wkly. budget: $1,750)

☩ Next Sunday: We will have our monthly deacon’s offering in addition to our regular offering.
Give generously for The Haven’s ministry of mercy.
☩ Offering Envelopes for 2021 are available. We urge you to use these to help make our accounting
easier. Get your set from Deacon Paul Toto.
☩ Sunday, January 31, 2021: We will have our annual congregational meeting to receive reports and
to ratify a budget for the new year.
☩ Giving to The Haven: Until we receive our NYS Religious Corp. status: Checks payable to Haven,
OPC, LLC.
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about the Bible, Christian doctrine and life, ethical questions,
and The Haven, OPC and its ministry
Q. Should we make New Year’s resolutions (we always break them!)? If so, what New Year’s resolutions
do you suggest? (pt. 1)
A. I am a big believer in New Year’s resolutions - even though we never keep them the way
we should. (But that’s true of everything in the Christian life! In this life, as the Heidelberg
Catechism puts it so well, we have “but a small part of the new obedience.”) One reason I
like New Year’s resolutions is because it gives us things to aim at; and, if we aim at nothing,
guess what we hit?! Another reason is that the Christian life is full of commitments to stop
doing what is wrong and to do (or to do better) what is right. That’s part of what a worship
service, i.e. “A Service of Covenant Renewal” is all about. And another reason (which, I
think, particularly applies to the end of this strange year and the beginning of what we hope
will be a more “normal” year) is that many of our disciplines have broken down in 2020. We
should resolve to get back to fix these things in 2021. Here’s part 1 of my suggestions:
1.

Read your Bible daily: Sadly (very sadly) this discipline has all but been lost in a culture
that is so full of diversions - and diversions that are much more attractive to us than the
discipline of reading the Word of God systematically, thoughtfully, and prayerfully. Ideally,
resolve to read through the whole Bible in a year (or two years, or even three!). Google
“Bible Reading Plan”, and pick a plan that appeals to you. Copy it, and check off what you
read. Make time every day to read your Bible and to pray. You will be enriched in your
mind and your heart, and you will find that rest of soul that people seek (but never truly
find) in other ways. Enjoy your daily time with your Father in Heaven, your elder brother
the Lord Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit your Helper.
2. Gather with your church family: 2020 torpedoed this commitment. When churches were
“locked down” people worshipped at home or watched their pastor lead a service with a
few people via live streaming. Gradually people lost even those disciplines. As a result,
commitment to local churches suffered a serious decline in 2020. Resolve that you WILL be
with your church family on the Lord’s Day, and at other times in the week when you are
able to join for fellowship, e.g. the Zoom prayer meeting on Wednesday evenings. We are
told specifically “not (to neglect) to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day, i.e. the day of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ,
drawing near..” In the past months we have been lulled into thinking that this is satisfied by
“virtual gatherings”, but it most certainly is not. How can we “meet together” if we are not
really together? And can we “encourage one another” if we are not with one another? And
our very gathering together - physically - is meant to be a statement to one another and to
the world that on the last great Day we WILL be gathered together (not virtually, but really!)
See II Thessalonians 2:1 where that concept is expressed. So I urge you to make this as one
of your New Year resolutions: Be with your brothers and sisters in Christ when they are
called to meet. And make the most of those opportunities by committing yourself to
encourage others as you worship, fellowship, pray, and serve.
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MY NOTES ON TODAY’S SERMON
“Christ in the Christmas Carols”
Christ

Bethlehem

Incarnation/Emmanuel/“Word of the Father”

Light

Life

Righteousness

Second Birth

Joy!
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