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Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: Good morning. As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and 
Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their 
story and their stewardship of the land and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the 
many generations.   
As we meet, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—the 
community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us share our hope, our faith, and our 
joy, together, in signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Welcome to this service of worship on this First Sunday in Lent for this church year.  
My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here at the Church of The 
Advent, during this time of transition.   
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  Come, come with 
your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves us all and all are 
welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “We shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 175 “Forty Days and Forty Nights”  
(Text: George Hunt Smyttan {1822-1870}, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church. © 1982 Hope Publishing Company. 
Music: Melody attrib. Martin Herbst {1654-1681}; harmony William Henry Monk {1823-1889}. 
 

 Forty days and forty nights you were fasting in the wild, 
 Forty days and forty nights tempted, and yet undefiled: 
 
 Burning heat throughout the day, bitter cold when light had fled, 
 Prowling beasts around your way, stones your pillow, earth your bed. 
 
 Shall not we your trials share, learn your discipline of will, 
 And with you by fast and prayer wrestle with the powers of hell? 
 
 So, if Satan, pressing hard, soul and body would destroy, 
 Christ who conquered, be our guard; give to us the victor’s joy. 
 
 Saviour, may we hear your voice – keep us constant at your side, 
 And with you we shall rejoice at the eternal Easter tide. 
 

 
 
 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. 
Guide us now, so that, following your Son, Jesus Christ, we may walk safely through the 
wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give; through Jesus Christ, Our Saviour 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
  
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, whose Son fasted forty days in the wilderness and was 
tempted as we are but did not sin, give us grace to discipline ourselves in submission to your 
Spirit, that we may know your power to save; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: VU 647 “Travel On, Travel On”  
(Sydney Carter 1969, Words, and music © 1969, 1991 Stainer and Bell. Used with permission of Hope Publishing 
Company)  

 
Travel on, travel on, there’s a spirit that is flowing, 

 A spirit that is flowing night and day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the river that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 
 In the kingdom of heaven is our end and our beginning, 
 The road that we must travel every day. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 
 
 



Psalm: 25: 1-9 (BAS Pg. 733) 
 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 
 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 
 
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
Therefore, he teaches sinners in his way. 
 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22 
 
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as 
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  



Hymn of the Day: CP 601“God Whose Giving Knows No Ending”  
(Robert L. Edwards © 1989 renewal The Hymn Society in USA and Canada - © by permission of Mr. G.A. Gabe) 

 
 God, whose giving knows no ending, 
 From your rich and endless store – 
 Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, 
 Costly cross, grave’s shattered door – 
 Gifted by you, we turn to you, 
 Offering up ourselves in praise; 
 Thankful song shall rise forever, 
 Gracious Donor of our days. 
 
 Skills and time are ours for pressing 
 Toward the goals of Christ, Your Son: 
 All at peace in health and freedom, 
 Races joined, the church made one. 
 Now direct our daily labour, 
 Lest we strive for self alone. 
 Born with talents, make us servants 
 Fit to answer at your throne. 
 
 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 
 Gain through powers your grace conferred, 
 Ours to use for home and kindred, 
 And to spread the gospel word. 
 Open wide our hands in sharing, 
 As we heed Christ’s age-less call, 
 Healing, teaching, and reclaiming,  
 Serving you by loving all. 
 
Gospel: Mark 1: 9-15   
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.’  
 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  



 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.’  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:  Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
                                                                                                         
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People February 21, 2021 
 
We are baptized to lift up, day by day, all the needy world to God. Let us pray for all who are in 
need, saying: Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For the church, that all who have found God's promise in the waters of baptism may enter gladly 
into the testing time of Lent, we pray: Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For our world, that all living creatures may find goodness on the earth, our home, where life and 
death may both be God's blessing, we pray: Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For deliverance, that in the wastelands made by our greed and indifference we may fast from evil 
and grow hungry for justice, we pray: Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For ourselves in this assembly, that we may strain forward toward Easter, caring for our sick and 
needy, remembering our dead, believing in our every deed the good news, we pray: Have mercy, 
O Lord. 
 



For the sick, especially Dianne, Sheila, Barb, and Dimas, for those who care for them, and for 
those known only to you, Dear Lord.  For the dying, and for all who have asked for our prayers, 
that you will cause light to shine out of their darkness, Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
For those who mourn, for the family and friends of Maureen Wright, especially her husband 
Trevor, daughter Margaret, son Robert, and grandchildren Luke and Hannah. Rest eternal grant 
to her, O Lord and let light perpetual shine upon her. Have mercy, O Lord. 
 
God of wild beasts and of angels, of waters and wilderness, remember us; remember all whom 
we remember; remember the covenant you made with every living creature, for that is our 
bond with you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 509 “Precise Lord Take My Hand”  
(1938 © – Hill and Range Songs, Unichappell Music, Inc.) 

 
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand; 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;  
through the storm, through the night, 
lead me on to the light:  
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near;  
when my life is almost gone, 
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall: 
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 
When the darkness appears and the night draws near,  
and the day is past and gone, 
at the river I stand; guide my feet, hold my hand: 
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
  
Commissioning: Draw your Church together, O Lord, into one great company of disciples, 
together following por Lord Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving him in his mission 
to the world, and together witnessing to his love in this parish church, the Church of The Advent. 
We ask you to bless this congregation as we begin our annual general meeting, through the 
power of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S George at Kingcome Inlet, Wakeman, & the Diocese of Kootenay. 

In the Selkirk Region for S. Peter, Lakehill. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   

Joan, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, and Trevor. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   


