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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

“Love your neighbor as yourself” (Romans 13:9b) 
sums up the commandments. Who is your 
neighbor? It may be the person next door or 
someone in the community. Loving others, even 
when they are different from you, fulfills the law 
and motivates us to action. How does knowing this 
motivate you to show love to a neighbor?  

Next Sunday is the beginning of a new Christian 
education year for many congregations. Psalm 
119 is a lovely text that promotes learning God’s 
will and word. Pray for all teachers and students 

mailto:pastorkarlglander@gmail.com
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involved in Christian education and mention those 
you can by name. Conclude with:  

Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I 
will observe it to the end. Give me understanding, 
that I may keep your law and observe it with my 
whole heart. Amen.   

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
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our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you!  
 

ATTENDING COMMUNION AT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN  
The Lord’s Supper was established as a 

meal of fellowship and confession. In this meal, we 
confess together our one faith in Christ and our 
Confessions, especially the doctrine set forth in 
Luther’s Small Catechism. Therefore, those who 
are not one in membership in The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod are asked to speak with 
the pastor or one of the elders prior to 
approaching the altar. Children who are not yet 
confirmed are invited to come forward with their 
parents to receive a blessing. 
For those with medical or personal reasons to 
abstain from alcohol, individual cups at the center 
of the trays contain white grape juice. 
 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 6, 2020 

PRELUDE   
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T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

965 GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND 
 
1 God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 
    Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
    By Thy great might. 

 
2 So shall our prayers arise 

To God above the skies; 
    On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 
    God save the state! 

 
(please rise) 
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
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mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
INTROIT                                            Psalm 32:1–7 
Blessed Are the Forgiven 

P Blessèd is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, 
 whose sin is covered. 
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C Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD 
counts no iniquity, 
 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 

P For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
 through my groaning all day long. 
 

C For day and night your hand was heavy 
upon me; 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of 
summer. 
 

P I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

C Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you may be 
found; 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
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 they shall not reach him. 
 

P You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

 
(please rise) 

KYRIE 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here 
their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
♫THIS IS THE FEAST♫ 

 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in 
the hymn of all creation: 
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Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God 
and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His 
reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to 
us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, 
that we may set our minds on the things that are 
right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING         Ezekiel 33:7–9 
 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman 
for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from 
me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall 
surely die, and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person 
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn 
from his way, and he does not turn from his way, 
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will 
have delivered your soul.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                      Romans 13:1–10 
Submission to the Authorities 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from 
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God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but too bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then 
do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, 
not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake 
of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay 
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is 
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is 
owed. 

Fulfilling the Law Through Love 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
9The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, 
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You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                           Matthew 18:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 
eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Who Is the Greatest? 

 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
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2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst 
of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you 
turn and become like children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles 
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him to have a great millstone fastened 
around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of 
the sea. 

Temptations to Sin 

 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is 
necessary that temptations come, but woe to the 
one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your 
hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to 
be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye 
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life with one eye than with 
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
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The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

 10“See that you do not despise one of these little 
ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels 
always see the face of my Father who is in 
heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the 
lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred 
sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he 
not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go 
in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he 
finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more 
than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish. 

If Your Brother Sins Against You 

 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens 
to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he 
does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to 
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say 
to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
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be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will 
be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
SERMON HYMN 
 
821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS  (Stanzas 1–2) 
 
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
    His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
    Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 
    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 
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2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 
    Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; 
    Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received Him 
    When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise: 
    “I am with you evermore”? 

 
SERMON                                         . . . Pastor Karl 

(please rise) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P   Lord, in Your mercy 

C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫  
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(please rise) 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love 
for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 
taking on the form of a servant, becoming 
obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 
Risen from the dead, He has freed us from 
eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
♫SANCTUS♫ 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and 
might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 
You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, 
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He 
was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in 
giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess 
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
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from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and 
Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 
♫LORD’S PRAYER♫ 

 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory  
Forever. Amen. 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
♫AGNUS DEI♫ 
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CLamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace. 

 
(please be seated) 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER 
 
Let us break bread together on our knees, (on our 
knees) 
Let us break bread together on our knees. (on our 
knees) 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising 
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sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me) 
 
Let us drink wine together on our knees, (on our 
knees) 
Let us drink wine together on our knees. (on our 
knees) 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising 
sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me) 
 
Let us praise God together on our knees, (on our 
knees) 
Let us praise God together on our knees. (on our 
knees) 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising 
sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me) 
 
Let us praise God together on our knees, (on our 
knees) 
Let us praise God together on our knees. (on our 
knees) 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising 
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sun, 
O Lord, have mercy if you please. (if you please) 
 

619 THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR 
 
1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 

    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, 
    By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain 

 
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; 

    I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 
    It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain 

 
3 Who can condemn me now? For surely 

    The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
    With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain 

 
4 Though death may threaten with disaster, 

    It cannot rob me of my cheer; 



27 
 

For He who is of death the master 
    With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain 

 
5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling, 

    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, Thy praises telling, 
    Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain 

 
(please rise) 

 
♫THANK THE LORD♫ 

 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 
ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly 
bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His 
people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

 

P Let us pray. 
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 
(Stanzas 1&4) 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 
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BENEDICTION 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 
Elders: Kurt Laser 

Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein 
Ushers: Bob Jurs, Paul Rugenstein 

Reader: Pam Rugenstein 
Acolyte: Jake Stecklein 

 
Birthday Greetings!! 8/12: Joyce Kelnosky 
  

Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $7872       Worship Service - 33 
Expenses: $10723    

                                   
The Flowers at our altar this morning was 

given to Glory of God by Paul and Pam 
Rugenstein for the many wonderful blessings 

that God has given them. 
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Wednesday Bible study reopened in the fellowship 
hall on Wednesday’s, at 10:30 a.m. and will also 
remain on Zoom.  
 
Flower Calendar: The 2020 Flower Chart is up in 
the narthex. The flowers decorating the chancel at 
Bethlehem are placed there as an act of worship 
and devotion to glorify God. They are also, an 
expression of the beauty and goodness of God. 
Members of the congregation may donate altar 
flowers as an expression of thanksgiving to God, 
in remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  
God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that is okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
also, tax deductible. Please place money in an  
envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 
 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
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situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
 
 

mailto:jlkirsch3@comcast.net

