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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 

E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

In Philippians 2, Paul is asking us to imitate Jesus 
by being of the same mind and showing 

compassion, love, and humility to others. Showing 

interest in others by listening and praying for them 

is one way to be compassionate. Be mindful of 
listening closely to the conversations you have 

with others.  

Lifting our hands is one way to show praise to 

God. In the Old Testament there are people (like 

Leah and Moses) who lift their hands in praise to 
God. This is an ancient pose of prayer and a 
motion used to open a person to receiving God’s 

mailto:pastorkarlglander@gmail.com
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blessing. Lift your hands and pray daily this week: 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you 

I trust. Amen. (Psalm 25:1-2a) 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran we believe in the 

teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 

sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 

we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  

If you would like to learn more about this church, 

or are looking for a church family, please talk to 

our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 

would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 

family to worship with us any time! 
Should you have something we could privately 

pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 

seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 

Lord richly bless you!  
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 27, 2020 
 
PRELUDE   

 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

744 AMAZING GRACE (Stanzas 1–2) 
 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 

 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, 
    His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 
    As long as life endures. 

 

(please rise) 

 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
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us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 
INTROIT                                          Psalm 25:1–10 
Teach Me Your Paths 

P To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 

 

C O my God, in you I trust; 
 let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
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P Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to 

shame; 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 

treacherous. 

 

C Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
 teach me your paths. 
 

P Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

 

C Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your 
steadfast love, 
 for they have been from of old. 
 

P Remember not the sins of my youth or my 

transgressions; 
 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 
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C Good and upright is the LORD; 
 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
 

P He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 

 

C All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love 
and faithfulness, 
 for those who keep his covenant and his 
testimonies. 

please rise) 
KYRIE 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
♫GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ 

 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His 

people on earth. 

 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 
Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we 
praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone 
are the Lord, 



 

9 
 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the 
place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus 
as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  

Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
The Soul Who Sins Shall Die 

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do 

you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
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the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour 

grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 
3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all 
souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as 

the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 

die. . .. 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ 
Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? 

Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a 
righteous person turns away from his 

righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for 
it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 
27Again, when a wicked person turns away from 

the wickedness he has committed and does what 

is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because 

he considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall 

surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of 
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O 

house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 
your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, 
everyone according to his ways, declares the Lord 

GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
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transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast 

away from you all the transgressions that you 

have committed and make yourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of 

anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                          Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 
Christ’s Example of Humility 

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 

any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing 
from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you 

look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. . .. 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 
15that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 
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shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the 

word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be 

proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering 
upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad 

and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should 

be glad and rejoice with me. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 

♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 

 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 21:23–27 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



 

13 
 

 The Authority of Jesus Challenged 
 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief 

priests and the elders of the people came up to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who 

gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, 

“I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me 
the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, 

from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, 

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we 

say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for 

they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said 

to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
do these things.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

SERMON HYMN 
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655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR 

WORD 
 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 
SERMON                                         . . . Pastor Karl 

 
(please rise) 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
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     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P   Lord, in Your mercy 
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C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫  

 
(please rise) 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
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          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 

 
I’VE GOT PEACE LIKE A RIVER 

 
1 I've got peace like a river,  

 I've got peace like a river, 
 I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

 I've got peace like a river,  
 I've got peace like a river, 

 I've got peace like a river in my soul. (my soul.) 
 

2 I've got love like an ocean 
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 I've got love like an ocean 

 I've got love like an ocean in my soul 

 I've got love like an ocean 
 I've got love like an ocean 
 I've got love like an ocean in my soul (my soul.) 

 

3 I've got joy like a fountain 
 I've got joy like a fountain 
 I've got joy like a fountain in my soul 

 I've got joy like a fountain 
 I've got joy like a fountain 

 I've got joy like a fountain in my soul (my soul.) 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 

Organist: Holly Bell 

Elders: Kurt Laser 
Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein 

Ushers: Bob Jurs, Paul Rugenstein 

Reader: Pam Rugenstein 

Acolyte: Raul Puga 

 

Anniversary Greetings!! 10/3: Carol & Kurt Laser 

(61yrs) 
 

Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $7872       Worship Service - 33 

Expenses: $10723    

                                   
The Flowers at our altar this morning was 

given to Glory of God by Richard and Terri 
Gerlach for all of God’s Blessings.   
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SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 
 

Wednesday Bible study has reopened in 
the fellowship hall on Wednesday’s, at 

10:30 a.m. and also remains on Zoom.  
 
Sunday, October 4th, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. we 
start having adult Bible class and Sunday 

school. 

 
Monday, October 5th, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 

the ladies will meet in the fellowship hall. 
 

 

 
Sunday – October 25, 2020  

Voter's meeting will be held today after the 

service.  Please plan on staying. 
 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets  
This year, as in the past we will provide 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets for 
needy families in our community. We will collect 

food items, organize, and then distribute food 
baskets. We are truly blessed to have so many 
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who continue to support feeding the needy and we 

thank you for your generosity. Suggested items 

are Cranberry sauce, gravy, stuffing, canned 
vegetables, instant mashed potatoes, canned 
yams/sweet potatoes, hot chocolate packets, 

dessert, box of crackers, jar of nuts. 

 

 
 
2020 Operation Christmas Child Takes Off!! 
This year, as in years past, we will be participating 

in Operation Christmas Child. This worldwide 
outreach of Samaritan's Purse touches the lives of 

millions of hurting children each year. Please send 

a box this year.  This simple box symbolizes God's 

love for them and opens doors to introduce boys 

and girls to God's greatest gift-Jesus Christ.  
We hope you will be participating in Operation 

Christmas Child this year! What a wonderful way 
to reach out with a gift-filled shoe box and touch 

the life of a needy child, and often their family, 
somewhere in the world!  While supply lasts, 

empty shoe boxes are available on a table in the 
narthex. Fill a shoebox for a child, put a $9.00 

check in made out to Samaritan's Purse for 
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shipping and handling of these boxes. You can 

also leave your gift-filled shoe boxes on the table 

in the Fellowship Hall. We are blessed to be a 
blessing to others! We are hoping to get 50 boxes 
this year. Please help us reach our goal. Thank 

you! 

                           
   

Flower Calendar: The 2020 Flower Chart 

is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 

the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 

as an act of worship and devotion to glorify 

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty 
and goodness of God. Members of the 

congregation may donate altar flowers as an 

expression of thanksgiving to God, in 

remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  

God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  

would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  

that is okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  



 

23 
 

also, tax deductible. Please place money in an  

envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 

 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 

it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 

situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 

jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 

“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
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“Lord, here I am, send me…” 

The members of Bethlehem proudly invite you to 
join us as we celebrate the Installation of Pastor 

Karl P. Glander. We will celebrate this blessed 

occasion through worship and with God’s Word. 

Your presence will make this event a memorable 
experience for Rev. Karl P. Glander and his wife 

Ginny and family.  
Sunday, November 22nd at 4:00 P.M.  

at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Reception will be held immediately following the 
service. 

 


