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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

Genesis 50:15-21 is the story of Joseph forgiving 
his brothers for throwing him in a pit and selling 

him into slavery. Forgiving someone who has hurt 

you is not easy. Think of someone who needs 

your forgiveness. Pray for that person. Reflect on 
God’s love and mercy shown through people like 

Joseph and write a note of forgiveness to that 
person.  

Forgiveness is the theme this week in Bible 

readings, caring conversations, devotions, and 
service. Breaking a plate, saying something mean, 
and telling a lie are things we may not mean to do, 

mailto:pastorkarlglander@gmail.com
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but they happen. Think of a time when you needed 

to be forgiven. God forgives us again and again. 

Think about what this means to you. Pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, pause as you pray, “forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us”, then 

finish the prayer 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran we believe in the 

teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 

of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 

we say and do as we serve Him and live in 

Christian love with one another.  

If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 

our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 

whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! 

Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
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our pastor or one of our members know so we can 

seek the Lord’s face together.  

Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you!  
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 13, 2020 

 
PRELUDE   

 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

974 JESUS SINNERS DOTH RECEIVE   
(Stanzas 1–2) 

 

1 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Oh, may all this saying ponder 

Who in sin’s delusions live 
    And from God and heaven wander! 

Here is hope for all who grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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2 We deserve but grief and shame, 

    Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 

Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
    Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
(please rise) 

 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 
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T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

  
INTROIT                                        Psalm 103:1–12 
Bless the LORD, O My Soul 

P Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and all that is within me, 

 bless his holy name! 

 

C Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all his benefits, 

 

P who forgives all your iniquity, 
 who heals all your diseases, 

 

C who redeems your life from the pit, 
 who crowns you with steadfast love and 
mercy, 

 

P who satisfies you with good 
 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
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C The LORD works righteousness 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 

P He made known his ways to Moses, 

 his acts to the people of Israel. 

 

C The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. 

 

P He will not always chide, 

 nor will he keep his anger forever. 

 

C He does not deal with us according to our 
sins, 
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

P For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who 

fear him; 
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C as far as the east is from the west, 
 so far does he remove our transgressions 
from us. 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here 
their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
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C Amen. 
 
♫GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ 

 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His 

people on earth. 

 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 
Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we 
praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone 
are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
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C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all 
godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 

Church, especially in times of persecution, and 

grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Genesis 50:15–21 
God’s Good Purposes 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will 

hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did 
to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, 
saying, “Your father gave this command before he 

died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.’ And now, please 

forgive the transgression of the servants of the 
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God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke 

to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down 

before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, 
for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you 

meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 

to bring it about that many people should be kept 
alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                      Romans 14:1–12 
Do Not Pass Judgment on One Another 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome 
him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person 
believes he may eat anything, while the weak 

person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who 
eats despise the one who abstains and let not the 

one who abstains pass judgment on the one who 

eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to 
pass judgment on the servant of another? It is 

before his own master that he stands or falls. And 
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he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 

stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than 
another, while another esteems all days alike. 
Each one should be fully convinced in his own 

mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it 

in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in 
honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, 
while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of 

the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us 
lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If 

we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 
the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died 

and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the 

dead and of the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or 
you, why do you despise your brother? For we will 

all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it 
is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, 

 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12So then each of us will give an account of 

himself to God. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 

♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 

 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how 
often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 
him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 

times seven. 
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 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one 
was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master 

ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 

and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So 
the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But 

when that same servant went out, he found one of 
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 

saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant 

fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went 
and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
31When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 

and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32Then his master summoned him and said 

to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should 

not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as 
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I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master 

delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all 

his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

SERMON HYMN 
 

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS   
(Stanzas 1, 4) 

 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 

    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 

    Pilgrims here, our home above, 

    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
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    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

    I shall follow where You guide. 

 
4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 

That to life we may awaken. 

    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
    Where You live, there we shall be 

    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 

    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 

 
SERMON                 "Fear"              . . . Pastor Karl 

 
(please rise) 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P   Lord, in Your mercy 

C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
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OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫  

 
(please rise) 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

727 ON EAGLES’ WINGS  (Stanzas. 1, ref, 3) 
 

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

Who abide in His shadow for life, 

Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 

My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain 
 

ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 
3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Nor the arrow that flies by day; 
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Though thousands fall about you, 

Near you it shall not come. Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 

you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 
Elders: Kurt Laser 

Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein 
Ushers: Bob Jurs, Paul Rugenstein 

Reader: Pam Rugenstein 
Acolyte: Raul Puga 

 

Birthday Greetings!! 9/14: Pete Remmers, 9/15: 
Pat Duckwitz 

 

Anniversary Greetings!! 9/15: Carrie & Brad 

Stecklein (13 yrs.) 

 
 Stewardship & Attendance 

Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 

Offerings:  $7872       Worship Service - 35 
Expenses: $10723 
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The Flowers at our altar this morning was 
given to Glory of God by Rollin Duckwitz 

for Pat’s birthday on the 15th.  Happy 
Birthday Pat, God’s blessings on you. 
   

Flower Calendar: The 2020 Flower Chart 

is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 
as an act of worship and devotion to glorify 

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty 
and goodness of God. Members of the 

congregation may donate altar flowers as an 
expression of thanksgiving to God, in 

remembrance of departed loved one, on the  

occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  

birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  

God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  

would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that is okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  

someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
also, tax deductible. Please place money in an  

envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 
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Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 

us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 

it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 

Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 

jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 

mercy.” 
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