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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 

E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

Plants of the earth not only serve as metaphors for 
the kingdom of God, but of God’s life sustaining 

work in creation. Join a community garden, plant a 

garden in your own yard, or find a way to support 

the vital work of local farmers.  

“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 

one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields” (Matthew 13:23a). 

Take a sheet of paper and write “Good Soil” 

across the bottom. Draw a fruit tree with a trunk, 
leaves, and fruit. On each drawing of fruit, write 
different ways you show God’s love to others. 

mailto:pastorkarlglander@gmail.com
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Read what you have written and think or talk about 

how your “fruits” help you and others grow in their 

faith.  

Pray: Creative God, may the Spirit of Christ create 
in me the good soil to receive your word and grow 

in grace. Amen. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran we believe in the 

teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 

of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 

we say and do as we serve Him and live in 

Christian love with one another.  

If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 

our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 

whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 

family to worship with us any time! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
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our pastor or one of our members know so we can 

seek the Lord’s face together.  

Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you!  

 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

LSB Divine Service, Setting One 

July 12, 2020 

PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 

 
655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR 

WORD 
 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
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Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 
 

(please rise) 

 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 
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T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

INTROIT                                   Psalm 65:9–13 

 

P You visit the earth and water it; 

 you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; 

 you provide their grain, 
 for so you have prepared it. 
 

C You water its furrows abundantly, 
 settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 
 and blessing its growth. 
 

P You crown the year with your bounty; 
 your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
 

C The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
 the hills gird themselves with joy, 
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P the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

 the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
 they shout and sing together for joy. 

 
(please rise) 

KYRIE 

 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here 
their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
♫THIS IS THE FEAST♫ 

 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in 
the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God 
and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
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This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His 
reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy 

Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant 
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and inwardly digest them that we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING       Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
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and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                      Romans 8:12–17 
Heirs with Christ 

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the 

flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live 
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God 

are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 

we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 

fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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(please rise) 
 

♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 

 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                 Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The Parable of the Sower 

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and 
sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered 
about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he 

told them many things in parables, saying: “A 

sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and 

devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and 
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immediately they sprang up, since they had no 

depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose, they were 

scorched. And since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 

seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some 

a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who 
has ears, let him hear. . .. 

The Parable of the Sower Explained 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 

not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in his heart. 

This is what was sown along the path. 20As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 

who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but 
endures for a while, and when tribulation or 

persecution arises on account of the word, 
immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 

but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 
23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the 

one who hears the word and understands it. He 
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indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 

thirty.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

SERMON HYMN 
 

686 COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY 
BLESSING 

(Stanzas 1 & 4) 
 
1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

    Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
    Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 
    Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore Thee; 

    May I still Thy goodness prove. 
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4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

    I shall see Thy lovely face; 

Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
    How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 

    Take my ransom’d soul away; 

Send Thine angels soon to carry 
    Me to realms of endless day. 

 

SERMON                                         . . . Pastor Karl 
 

(please rise) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P   Lord, in Your mercy 

C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫  
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(please rise) 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

578 THY STRONG WORD (Stanzas 1 & 5) 
 
1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 
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Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 
BENEDICTION 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 

you peace. 

 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 
Elders: Kurt Laser 

Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein 
Ushers: Bob Jurs, Paul Rugenstein 

Reader: Pam Rugenstein 

Acolyte: Raul Puga 

 

 
Birthday Greetings!! 7/15: Scott Czaplewski,  
7/16: Joanne Holt 
 
Anniversary Greetings!! 7/15: Judy & Jack  
Young (60yrs.) 
 


