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Advent is a time to recall the basic needs of life: a 

loving and gracious God and justice and mercy 

that all may have enough to live. In what ways can 

you “stay awake” this Advent season by caring for 
the needs of others and providing needed 

resources for the homeless?  
The church year begins on the first Sunday in 

Advent. This coming year, the Gospel readings will 

be from Mark. To launch the new church year, 
gather together all the Bibles in your home. If you 
have an Advent wreath, place the Bibles near the 
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wreath. As you light the first candle, the candle of 

hope, use this prayer of blessing: Almighty God, 
we thank for you for the Bible, and especially 
for the good news about Jesus our Savior. 
Give us hope as we read, listen to, and think 
about what the Bible says to us in this new 
church year. Make us into people who are 
strong in our faith and full of love. Amen. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran we believe in the 

teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 

sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 

of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 

we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  

If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 

our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 

whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! 

Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
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our pastor or one of our members know so we can 

seek the Lord’s face together.  

Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you!  

ATTENDING COMMUNION AT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN  
The Lord’s Supper was established as a 

meal of fellowship and confession. In this meal, we 
confess together our one faith in Christ and our 

Confessions, especially the doctrine set forth in 
Luther’s Small Catechism. Therefore, those who 

are not one in membership in The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod are asked to speak with 

the pastor or one of the elders prior to 

approaching the altar. Children who are not yet 

confirmed are invited to come forward with their 

parents to receive a blessing. 
For those with medical or personal reasons to 

abstain from alcohol, individual cups at the center 
of the trays contain white grape juice. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 29, 2020 

 

PRELUDE   
 



 
4 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

331 THE ADVENT OF OUR KING 
(Stanzas 1–2) 

 
1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 
    In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 
 

(please rise) 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
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and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT                                            Psalm 80:1–7 
Restore Us, O God 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine 

forth. 

 

C Before Ephraim and Benjamin and 
Manasseh, 
stir up your might 
 and come to save us! 

 

P Restore us, O God; 

 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
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C O LORD God of hosts, 
 how long will you be angry with your people’s 
prayers? 
 

P You have fed them with the bread of tears 

 and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

 

C You make us an object of contention for our 
neighbors, 
 and our enemies laugh among themselves. 

 

P Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

KYRIE 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

Your protection we may be rescued from the 
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 

mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
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C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING           Isaiah 64:1–9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come 

down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your 
presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 

 and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 

 and that the nations might tremble at your 
presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not 

look for, 

 you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 

 or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 
 who acts for those who wait for him. 
5You meet him who joyfully works 

righteousness, 
 those who remember you in your ways. 

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 
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 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall 

we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted 
garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls upon your name, 
 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
 and have made us melt in the hand of our 

iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 

 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 

 and remember not iniquity forever. 
 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                  1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Thanksgiving 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because 

of the grace of God that was given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him 
in all speech and all knowledge—6even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among 

you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, 
by whom you were called into the fellowship of his 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                Mark 11:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 
eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King 
11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to 

them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as 
you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no 

one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, 

‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 

shortly.’” 
4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, 

tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people 
standing there asked, “What are you doing, 
untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had 

told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When 
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 

cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread 

their cloaks on the road, while others spread 
branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who 

went ahead and those who followed shouted, 
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“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!”  
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
SERMON HYMN 
 

332 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME 
(Stanzas 1–2, 8) 

 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
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D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 
Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 

SERMON   
"Jesus overturns Expectations" 

. . . Pastor Karl 
 

(please rise) 
 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
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     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P   Lord, in Your mercy 

C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫  

 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
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Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 

the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, and calling 

sinners to repentance that they might escape 

from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 
again in glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven 
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we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 
♫SANCTUS♫ 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and 
might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
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Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, 
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He 

was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 



 
20 

This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in 

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess 
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 

death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and 

Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

♫AGNUS DEI♫ 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace. 

 
(please be seated) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
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633 AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING 
 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from His piercèd side. 

    Alleluia! 
 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

    Alleluia! 
 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
Paschal victim, paschal bread; 

With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 

    Alleluia! 
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5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 
 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
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617 O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE 
 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore 
Thee, 
In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 

That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And Thy blood for us plead 

In all trial, fear, and need: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

2 Thy holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 
May this feast thereof remind us! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 
All our debt Thou hast paid; 

Peace with God once more is made: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
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3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 

That we follow Christ our Savior 

And live together here in love and union 
Nor despise this blest Communion! 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 
Days of peace and unity: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫THANK THE LORD♫ 

 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 
ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly 
bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His 
people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, 
alleluia. 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
 
672 JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN  (Stanzas 1, 4) 

 
1 Jerusalem the golden, 

    With milk and honey blest— 
The promise of salvation, 
    The place of peace and rest— 

We know not, oh, we know not 
    What joys await us there: 
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The radiancy of glory, 

    The bliss beyond compare! 

 

D 4 O sweet and blessèd country, 
    The home of God’s elect! 

O sweet and blessèd country 

    That faithful hearts expect! 
In mercy, Jesus, bring us 

    To that eternal rest 

With You and God the Father 
    And Spirit, ever blest. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 

you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 
 
Today, Sunday, November 29th, 2020 
Confirmation at 11:30 a.m. no adult Bible 

class 

 

Decorate the Church for Christmas  
Today right after service. Join in some great 

fellowship! 

  
Wednesday Bible study in the fellowship 

hall on Wednesday’s, at 10:30 a.m. and also 
remains on Zoom. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who 

made donations for our Thanksgiving 

food baskets. Whether you donated 
canned goods, turkeys, or money, we 

truly appreciate your generosity which  
helped many who are struggling during this  

holiday season. We will be continuing to collect  
food items for the Christmas food baskets. Some  

items needed are box of mashed potatoes, bag of  
stuffing, cranberry sauce, cake mix, can of  

frosting, boxes of pudding or Jell-O, boxes of  
cornbread mix, boxes of macaroni and cheese,  
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can of sweet potatoes or yams, gravy, jars of  

peanut butter & jelly, packages of ramen noodles,  

rice & dry beans, pasta & canned sauce, canned  
soup, canned tuna or spam, canned pork & beans  
or chili. canned vegetables or fruit, and boxes of  

crackers. Thank you for supporting our outreach to  

feed families in need.  
Prayer Focus: Please help us pray for the  
tangible and evident love of Christ to be made  

known as these baskets and meals are provided.  
Please help us pray for a boldness for the giver to  

share the message of Christ and His great love for  
us and for the receiver to have open ears to hear  

it, and an open heart to receive it! 

 

Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart 

is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 

as an act of worship and devotion to glorify  
God. They are also, an expression of the beauty  

and goodness of God. Members of the  
congregation may donate altar flowers as an  

expression of thanksgiving to God, in  
remembrance of departed loved one, on the  

occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  
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God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  

chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  

would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  

also tax deductible. Please place money in an  

envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 
  

Mark your calendars for the 
upcoming  
Christmas Services coming up 
next month. 
 
Christmas Eve Service  

Thursday, December 24th at 7:00 P.M. 

 
Christmas Day Service  
Friday, December 25th at 10:30 A.M. 

 
New Year’s Eve Service 
Thursday, December 31st at 7:00 P.M. 
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At Christmas, we decorate the church in 

celebration of the Birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. If you would like to present a 
poinsettia in honor, memory, or celebration of a 
person or event, please fill out this form and 

place it, with payment, in the offering plate. 

Each poinsettia costs $7.00. All poinsettia 
donations will be acknowledged in the 
Christmas Eve Worship Bulletin. We need your 

order by today. 
 

________Poinsettia @ $7.00 each = __________  
 
Presented by: 
________________________________________ 
Please note whether this/these plant(s) are: In Loving 
Memory of  
________________________________________ 
In Honor of  
________________________________________ 
In Celebration of 
________________________________________ 
To the Glory of God for 
________________________________________  
Place this form with proper payment in an envelope and 
place in offering plate or send to Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church 14531 Old Olga Road, Fort Myers, FL 33905 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 

Organist: Holly Bell 

Elders: Gary Lohr 
Altar Guild: Karen Johnson, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Bob Jurs, Paul Rugenstein 
Reader: Annette Brocious  

Acolyte: Jake Stecklein 

 

Birthday Greetings!! 12/3: Janet Cessna; Melvin 

Smith 

 
Stewardship & Attendance 

Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 

Offerings:  $5807       Worship Service - 52 

Expenses: $9979       Installation Service - 42 

                                      Confirmation class – 4 
                       Thanksgiving Eve - 23 
 

The Flowers at our altar this morning was 
given to Glory of God by Sandy and Doug 

Grage in gratefulness for their birthdays. 
Doug’s was 11/3 and Sandy’s was 11/27. 


