
WAYS TO 
give

We believe generous  
giving to support the 
mission & ministry  
of the church is a privilege, 
not a burden.  We invite you 
to prayerfully consider how 
God wants you to invest in your church’s 
mission & ministry.  If you feel called to 
give this stewardship season, there are 
several different giving options available:

place cash in 
offering plate

electronic 
bank transfer 

(e-check)

credit/debit card 
transfer

personal check 
in offering plate

AUTO-GIVING:

Funds from your bank account or credit/debit card are automatically deducted in the 
amount you specify, when you specify.  It’s that simple.

It’s designed to make your life easier! It’ simple to use and guarantees you will never miss an 
opportunity to give due to vacation or business trips.  It also allows you to control the 
frequency of giving, you may choose the 1st or the 16th of each month. 

All you have to do is fill out the form on the back of this page with your information.  Then, 
place in the offering plate on Sunday, mail to the church office, or call our Financial Secretary 
Jane at 419.531.4236. More questions? See the back of this page for a list of FAQ’s.

WHAT

WHY

HOW

AUTO-GIVING OPTIONS: 
setup auto-giving using: credit card, debit card, or electronic bank transfer (e-check)



AUTO-GIVING AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT FOR PRE-ARRANGED PAYMENTS AT EPWORTH UMC

I(We) hereby authorize Epworth United Methodist Church to instruct my(our) bank/savings institution to initiate charges or withdrawals 
from my(our) account or card listed below.  I understand that I control my payments and if at any time I decide to discontinue this payment 
service, I will notify Epworth United Methodist Church. 

WHAT IS “CREDIT CARD/DEBIT CARD” GIVING? 
Credit Card/Debit Card Giving is a procedure in which you 
authorize Epworth to charge your credit/debit card a  
specific amount of money at regular intervals, such as once a 
month. The amount charged or debited is deposited directly 
in Epworth’s account. You may already be familiar with this 
as you may be using this to pay some of your other routine 
bills or charitable donations.  An added benefit of credit card 
giving is that your card issuer may give reward points for the 
dollars that you charge/debit. The points received are then 
able be used towards other personal expenses such as travel. 
Credit cards eligible for this program are VISA, Master Card 
& Discover cards.
Please note: The Credit/Debit Card option requires a service fee 
of 4% per transaction to cover the administrative costs of this 
service.  The service fee will be added to the credit card or debit 
card amount indicated for each transaction.

WHAT IS “DIRECT GIVING/E-CHECK”?
Direct Giving is a procedure in which you authorize a bank 
to withdraw a specific amount of money from your checking 
or savings account at regular intervals, such as once a month.  
The amount withdrawn is then deposited in Epworth’s 
account. You may be familiar with such arrangements already 
being used by many people to make mortgage payments or to 
pay utility bills (e-check).

WHY HAVE THESE OPTIONS BEEN ADOPTED?
To make it easier for those who request it, so that they do not 
have to remember to write checks regularly.  Also, it will help 
the Church by balancing income with regular expenditures.  
Pledge payments would be made even when the member is 
away on vacation or business.

WHAT IF MY ACCOUNT IS NOT IN TOLEDO?
It doesn’t matter.  Your account can be at any bank any place 
in the United States which is part of the Automated Clearing 
House system.   This includes nearly all banks, savings banks, 
savings and loans, and most credit unions.  This plan is 
administered for Epworth by Waterford in Toledo.

MAY I HAVE MY PLEDGE TAKEN FROM SAVINGS?
Yes.  You can authorize the withdrawals from either a checking 
or a savings account.

WHAT IF I CHANGE MY MIND?
You can change the amount being paid each time, or you can stop 
entirely at any time, by giving the proper notice to Epworth.

DO I NOT HAVE TO GO TO CHURCH EACH SUNDAY?
You won’t have to put money or a check in the offering plate each 
Sunday, but we still want and need your attendance at worship.

HOW WILL I KNOW $ HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN?
The statement you get from your bank or credit card company 
will show the amount withdrawn from or charged to your ac-
count each month. The contribution statement you get from Ep-
worth will show that the Church received it and gave you credit.

WHEN WILL THE MONEY BE TAKEN OUT?
It will be taken on the first day of the month, on the sixteenth 
day, or both (or the next business day), depending on what you 
authorize.  You will also determine the amount taken each time.

MAY I STILL PAY BY CHECK?
Yes.  The Direct Giving and Credit Card/Debit Card programs 
are optional.  You can still pay by check or with cash, as you 
have been doing each week, each month, or other regular basis.  
The Finance Committee believes that these optional programs 
will be more convenient for some members.

HOW HAS THE PLAN BEEN RECEIVED?
Since the direct giving option was first offered for 1995, 
participants have found it convenient and want to continue.  
The number participating has increased each year, now more 
than 150 families and individuals using the direct giving option, 
representing one-quarter of pledged income.

WHAT IF I HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?
Please call Jane Bueche, Financial Secretary, or Peter Machin, 
Treasurer, in the Church office, 419.531.4236.

____________________________________________________________________          _____________________________    __________________               __________________
     Signature             Date                                   $ amt/trans             $ total/2018

E-CHECK*:       *please attach a voided check

On the following schedule:

 Day 1          Day 16          Both

_______________________________________________________________              
Your Name

_______________________________________________________________              
 Financial Institution Name (Bank, Credit Union)

_______________________________________________________________              
Your banking account #

_______________________________________________________________              
Your banking routing #

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD: 

On the following schedule:

 Day 1          Day 16          Both

_______________________________________________________________  
Your name exactly as printed on card

_______________________________________________________________
Your credit/debit card #

                   ___________  Exp. Date      ___________  Sec. CodeCircle one:

Visa   MC

Discover
PLEASE NOTE -  The Credit/Debit Card option requires a 4% service fee/ 
transaction for administrative costs.This will be added to each transaction 
& your pledged amount will be adjusted accordingly with  permission.


