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Romantic Love 

 

Song of Solomon 2:1-7 

 

God’s Plan in part for Creating Male and Female 

 

Reality of Marriage Failure 

 

The Triangular Theory of Love – (Robert Sternberg in Saving Your 

Marriage Before It Starts -- Les and Leslie Parrott)  

Three elements: 

• Passion 

• Intimacy 

• Commitment 

Deficiencies: 

• Romantic Love – intimacy and compassion but no commitment 

• Foolish Love – passion and commitment but no intimacy 

• Companionable Love – intimacy and commitment but no 

passion 

Consummate Love – balance between the three sides of love 

 

Marriage is a picture of our relationship with Christ. Ephesians 5:32 

and Revelation 21:2 

 

Losing our first love (Revelation 2:1-7)  

God longs for our affectionate love:  

• Deuteronomy 6:4 and Matthew 22:37 

• John 13:23 (John) 

• Luke 10:42 and John 12:1-3 (Mary) 

 

If you’re married, how would you evaluate the quality of your love? 

 

If you’re a Christian, how would you evaluate your love for Christ?  

 

 

Discussion Questions based on Song of Solomon 2:1-7 

 

1. What does the word “romance” suggest to you? In what 

ways does it have a place in our lives even apart from the 

marriage relationship?  

 

2. Read Song of Solomon 2:1-7. Regardless of your marital 

status, how have you come to appreciate these words and 

the Book itself?   

 

3. If you are willing, share a little about your own 

experience of how you “fell in love” and what that was 

like for you. 

 

4. Can you relate to Robert Sternberg’s Triangular Theory 

of Love? What is the difference between each compared 

to the idea of “consummate love?” 

 

5. How does the idea of marriage speak to you about the 

relationship of the church to Christ? (Ephesians 5:32, 

Revelation 21:2). 

 

6. Read Revelation 2:1-7. What do you think it means that 

the Ephesian church had lost its “first love?” 

 

7. Think of John’s and Mary’s expression of affection for 

Christ in John 13:23, or Luke 10:42 and John 12:1-3. In 

what sense is it appropriate to express affection for Christ 

in these ways, and what might this look like for you? 

 

8. What is one take-away from this message or study for 

you or the church? Pray for one another accordingly.  


