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Then they were glad that the waters were quiet
and He brought them to their desired haven.

Psalm 107:30

The Lord’s Day
September 20, 2020
A Service of Covenant Renewal
1:00 p.m.

Welcome
☩ A warm welcome to all: For twelve weeks we were unable to meet publicly for worship as a
result of the home-sheltering that accompanied our state’s response to COVID-19. What a joy our
return to Sunday worship services on June 7 was! We are so thankful that the session and Board
of Deacons of our mother church, the OPC in Bohemia, is letting us use their facility so that we can
gather - and gather at an earlier hour. Things are getting back to the “new normal” now. Until we
are able to gather in a facility in Deer Park, we will meeting at the Bohemia facility on the Lord’s
Days at 1 p.m.. We are made to gather together as God’s people and we rejoice that, despite the
lockdown of so many establishments, we are blessed to enjoy this aspect of our corporate life as the
people of God. Praise the Lord!
☩ Today’s Sunday Schedule:
1:00 p.m. Worship/Outreach
2:30 p.m. Evangelism 101
3:30 p.m. Haven Food & Fellowship. (Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays
you can be host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.)
☩ Social Distancing, Personal Hygiene, and Sanitation: Be sure to honor social distancing
guidelines and always use reasonable precautions to protect those around you from unnecessary
exposure to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease.
☩ Announcement Page: You’ll find this purposely placed after the liturgy pages of our weekly
bulletin. This page include things for you to do to serve Christ as you “Go forth in peace to love and
serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name.” It’s not enough to gather for worship. We are meant to go
forth demonstrating our faith by our works!
☩ The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest and renew
their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws them into the
Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, strengthening and
guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom."
☩ Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyrighted
music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
☩ The Haven, OPC is a home mission work of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New
York, Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). For more information on the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church:
www.opc.org
For more information about this church, visit our website:
www.thehavenli.com

Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, September 20, 2020
Worship 1:00 p.m.
Preparation for Worship: Psalm 65:1-13
THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US
Salutation:
Pastor: Congregation of the People of God: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ!
People: Amen!
†Call to Worship: Psalm 46:1-7
Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.
People: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be
moved into the heart of the sea.
Pastor: Though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
People: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the
Most High.
Pastor: God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved.
People: God will help her when morning dawns.
Pastor: The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.
All: The Lord of Hosts is with us! The God of Jacob is our fortress!
† Opening hymn: “O Lord of Hosts, How Lovely” (TPH, Psalm 46)
(turn to next page)

†Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you!
People: And also with you!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth!
†Opening Prayer
People: Amen!

THE LORD OUR GOD CLEANSES US
Meditation on Matthew 6:24
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

Confession of Sin: Begin with your personal confession before God.
“Our Sovereign Lord: You tell us that we are to have no other gods before us; but our hearts
are idol factories and we make so many substitutes for what is ultimate and for what truly brings us
blessing. Forgive us for compromising our loyalty to you alone and for giving ourselves to the service
of other masters. Forgive us, especially, whene we look to earthly possessions as our source of blessing.
Teach us to use wealth as our servant to bless others rather than to be used by wealth as a master that
we think will bless us. And remind us daily that, when we have you - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
the source of all blessing - we truly have all things; things that money can never buy.

May we love

you and be devoted to you in all of our service. We pray in the saving Name of Jesus Christ. Amen.”
†Assurance of Pardon: Colossians 1:13,14

People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!

†Our response of praise: “Arise, My Soul, Arise!”
(turn to next page)
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US
Old Covenant Reading: Job 1:6-12
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 7 The LORD
said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and
said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on
it.” 8 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that
there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears
God and turns away from evil?” 9 Then Satan answered the LORD and said,
“Does Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him
and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of
his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out
your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.”
12 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only
against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the LORD.

New Covenant Reading: Mark 5:1-10
5 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the
Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there
met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the
tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he
had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains
apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue
him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always
crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from
afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he
said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I
adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to
him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked
him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are
many.”
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Pastor: The grass withers,…the flowers fade away; but the word of our God will
stand forever!
People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith:
The Heidelberg Catechism - Third Section, Gratitude
Lord Day 34
94. Q. What does the Lord require of us in the first commandment, i.e. You
shall have no other gods before me.
A. That I, not wanting to endanger my very salvation, avoid and
shun all idolatry, magic, superstitious rites, and prayer to
saints or to other creatures.
That I sincerely acknowledge the only true God, trust him
alone, look to him for every good thing humbly and
patiently.
That I love him, fear him, and honor him with all my heart.
In short, that I give up anything rather than go against his
will in any way.
95. Q. What is idolatry?
A. Idolatry is having or inventing something in which one trusts
in place of or alongside of the only true God, who has
revealed himself in his word.
Hymn: “The Battle is the Lord’s” (#545, TPH)
(Turn to next page)
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Pastor: Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!
Sermon: “Jesus and the Demons” (pt. 1)
PASTOR: Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!
Worship through Tithes and Offerings
†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen!
The Lord Our God Communes With Us
Meditation.
Lord’s Supper Celebration
Heads of households, come forward to receive the elements for your household.
Enjoy communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
People: Amen!
Closing Hymn of Adoration to Jesus: “O Church, Arise!”
(turn to next page)
The Lord Our God Commissions Us
†[Hands Raised] Benediction
People: Amen!
Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name
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Announcements
☩ Haven Hope Givers: That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have learned
about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC. Send a message of Gospel hope to: Mr. Darren Emanuel, #03A2176,
Fishkill Correctional Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F. Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New
York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458.
You can now e mail them: Go to https://
www.jpay.com/ to learn more and to sign up. Also: Encourage Darren’s wife, Kim: Send her a card and note
to let her know that you are praying both for Darren and for her: Mrs. Kim Emanuel, 76-34 162 St., Fresh
Meadows, Queens, NY 11366.
☩ Support Helen Bagnato: Helen still needs some monthly support so that she can serve as a missionary in
Thailand teaching English and bringing the Gospel to that very needy land. For more information: https://
give.bethanyinternational.org/fundraiser/2757051
☩ Follow Jenny Jiang: youtube.com/user/jennyjiang1 In this channel, Jenny will have one episode a week,
sharing about what she has studied about history, education, and theology. She wants this to be a way of
service for Christ’s Kingdom. Subscribe and access new podcast episodes each week.
☩ Zoom Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. This is now a weekly part of our Haven life. After a
few minutes to mention updates and new prayer requests, we spend the remaining time in prayer. We also
periodically have guests for whom we have been praying. Plan to join us!
Haven Midweek Zoom Prayer Meeting: Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Join the meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2614159951 or dial (646) 558 8656
☩ Today’s Sermon will be available by Tuesday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC” site
(Search The Haven, OPC) Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com
☩ Important Upcoming Dates this Month:
• This Friday, September 25, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. Pastor Bill & Jennifer Michelle Greenberg are guests on Iron
Sharpens Iron, http://www.ironsharpensironradio.com/ Topic: Domestic Abuse & The Church
• Next Sunday, September 27: Pastor Ploegman will be away, so Pastor Shishko will lead worship for a joint
service of The Haven, OPC and the OPC in Bohemia. This service will be at 11:00 a.m., followed by
Haven Food and Fellowship downstairs. There will be no 1:00 p.m. worship service next Sunday.
• Tuesday, September 29: Sing! meeting/Concert rehearsal at OPC in Bohemia We will have these
rehearsals for the November 1 concert each Tuesday through the month of October. Join the choir!
☩ Banks: Remember to put your spare change into your special “Worldwide Outreach” banks. In November
we’ll apply these gifts to our annual Thank Offering gift.
☩

Offerings last week:

(Budget: $1,750.00 per week)

☩ Giving to The Haven: Until we receive our NYS Religious Corp.status: Checks to Haven, OPC, LLC.
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about the Bible, Christian doctrine and life,
ethical questions, and The Haven, OPC and its ministry
Q. I want to be better prepared to worship when we gather on Sundays. How can you
help me with that? (pt. 2)
A.

Our doctrinal standard, The Westminster Confession of Faith, has an entire chapter
(chapter 21) “Of Religious Worship and the Sabbath Day”. That chapter, with its
proof texts, bears careful study in looking at various questions regarding worship.
Embedded in that chapter, in section 6, is this statement: “…God is to be worshiped
everywhere, in spirit and truth, as in private families daily, and in secret, each one by
himself, so more solemnly in the public assemblies…”

This may read rather awkwardly to us, but what it teaches is very important:
While there is the especially serious worship when we gather together as churches,
there should be daily worship by those who profess to be followers of Christ. That
daily worship is both personal, i.e. “in secret” (what we often call “my daily
devotions”), and “in private families”, i.e .in each individual family.
The biblical proof texts for this call to family worship are quite interesting:
• “Pour out your fury on the heathen who do not know you, and upon the families that do not
call upon your name….” Jer. 10:25 ( “Calling upon the name of God” is a reference to
worship. In worship we call upon God to bless us.)
• “Job sent and sanctified (his children), and rose up early in the morning and offered burnt
offerings according to the number of them all” Job 1:5
• “David blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts…Then (he) returned to bless his
household.” (II Sam. 6:20).
If you live alone, your personal devotions are your family worship. However, if
you have other family members living with you, you should seek to bring blessing to
them by daily family worship. Whether you do this in the morning before everyone
goes to school or to work, or at the end of the day following your evening meal, set
apart time for family worship. As with your personal worship, read Scripture (or the
Scriptural message in a devotional book like Charles Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening),
discuss the message if you have time, sing (again, if you have the time) and, most
certainly pray. Those are the basic elements of all worship; and family worship will
prepare all of your famiy members for the worship of our extended family on the Lord’s
Day.
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MY NOTES ON TODAY’S SERMON
“Christ & the Demons” (pt. 1)
(Mark 5:1-20)
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