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Introduction to 7 Churches & Revelation 2:1-7 

1. Outline: Letters to the Seven Churches (Rev. 2-3)  

a. Jesus addresses Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7)  

b. Jesus addresses Smyrna (Rev. 2:8-11)  

c. Jesus addresses Pergamum (Rev. 2:12-17)  

d. Jesus addresses Thyatira (Rev. 2:18-29)  

e. Jesus addresses Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6)  

f. Jesus addresses Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7-13)  

g. Jesus addresses Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22) 

2. Interpreting the Letters to the Seven Churches 

a. The Historical View:  

1. Letters to the Seven Historical Churches written only for their time.  

2. Problems with this view include:  

a. There were 100 churches in Asia minor.  

b. The number seven represent completion or perfection. 

b. The Figurative/Analogical/Allegorical View:  

1. They represent the Seven Ages of Church History. 

The History of the Church in Seven Eras 

Ephesus  

”beloved, desired” 

AD 30-100 The Apostolic Church 

Smyrna  

”myrrh, bitter” 

AD 100-312 The Persecuted Church  

Pergamum ”married” AD 313-600 The Papal Church  

Thyatira  

”continual sacrifice” 

AD 600-1517 The Imperial Church 

Sardis  

”escaping ones” 

AD 1517-1700 The Reformation Church 

Philadelphia ”brotherly 

love” 

AD 1648-1900 The Missionary Church 

Laodicea  

”people ruling” 

AD 1900 - 

present 

The Apostate Church  
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2. Problems with this View:  

a. In context nothing refers to a predictive interpretation  

b. No common agreement on separating church history based on these 

messages. 

c. It requires that we look back to try to determine what era we are in. 

c. The Typological/Representative View: 

1. These are letters represent the “characteristics” of the entire body of Christ. 

2. These seven congregations represent seven types of problems common to 

churches of all ages.  

3. The encouragements, warnings, call to repentance,  the promise to the 

overcomers in any church that display the same characteristics. 

4. The seven churches do refer to 7 historical churches existing in Asia at the 

time John wrote the letter.  

5. In Hebrew Scriptures [Old Testament (OT)] seven was used to denote 

“fullness,” that is,  

1. the time necessary for something to be done effectively. 

2. A general designation of thoroughness or completeness.  

3. Remember the scriptures the churches used was the Jewish Scriptures. 

6. Throughout Revelation we see a clear figurative use of “seven” therefore, we 

can easily decide that seven here is also figurative for “fullness”. 

7. The number is an instance of synecdoche (sə-ˈnek-də-(ˌ)kē)  

a. A figure of speech in which the part is put for the whole. 

8. These churches represent all the churches in Asia Minor as well as the church 

of all time. 

9. As we will see, the message to each church ends with a statement “He who 

has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  

a. This shows us Jesus intent to speak to all churches. 

d. Combination of the Figurative and Typological view. 

1. They are to specific churches and lay out warning for churches of all ages as 

well as may refer to the historical periods of the church. 
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3. Setting the Context 

a. Roman Empire & Ephesus: 

1. During this time in the Roman empire no other providence had more than one 

cult.  

2. Capital of the Roman providence of Asia.  

3. Asia minor was a providence of emperor worship: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Pergamum built a temple in 29 BC and Smyrna in 25 BC. 

a. Asia Minor was probably the first area to institute the imperial cult.  

b. The cult became a way to exhibit faith in the power and provision of the 

empire.  

c. The imperial cult became a type of religious and social “glue” that bound 

the cities and the provinces of the empire together. 

d.  The churches of Asia faced constant pressure from this culture. 

5. John lived here with Jesus’ mother Mary. 

6. History tells us John lived here till his death.  

b. Biblical Information: 

1. Paul had started the Church in Ephesus and he wrote the letter to them we 

call the Epistle of Ephesians.  

2. Paul turned the church there over to Timothy. 

3. Lampstands: 

City Imperial Cult Imperial Altar Imperial Priest 

Ephesus √ √ √ 

Smyrna √ √ √ 

Pergamum √ √ √ 

Thyatira  √ √ 

Sardis √ √ √ 

Philadelphia √  √ 

Laodicea  √  

*This chart is taken from Ben Witherington,   
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a. Attending the lampstand in the temple is a Priestly role.  

1. In Hebrew Scripture (OT) the priest would trim the lamps, remove the 

wick and old oil, refill the lamps with fresh oil, and relight those that had 

gone out.  

b. Christ in His priestly role tends to the lampstands (Churches). 

1. correcting Here Christ tends the church {lampstands) by commending, , 

exhorting, and warning.  

c. Perry Stone in his work “Breaking the Apocalypse Code” writes: 

1. The lighting procedure of the Menorah. 

a. The priest selected by casting of lots; then he began a cleansing 

procedure. 

b. The priest used gold tweezers and a gold jug of first pressed oil. 

c. The procedure occurred prior to a new day beginning at the 

Temple’s morning service.  

d. In Revelation this pictures a new day – the Lord’s Day or the 

Day of the Lord.  

2. Jesus is trimming the Menorah (Revelation 2 and 3) 

a. Jesus addressed the seven churches located in Asia Minor (Rev. 

2 & 3) 

b. He rebuked five and commended two of the seven (Rev. 2 & 3) 

c. He told one Church their light would be snuffed out. (Rev. 2:5) 

3. Jesus taught us to keep our lamps trimmed and burning. 

a. Our lights are to be continually burning (Luke 12:35) 

b. We must keep oil in our lamps to keep the light burning (Matt. 

25:7) 

c. The Menorah needed fresh oil to continually burn (Exo. 27:20) 

d. Note: As the priest first relit the Menorah – Christ is cleaning & 

relighting the church! 
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4. The Form of the Letters 

 

(note: * indicates Smyrna and Philadelphia did not receive a rebuke thus they had no 

need to repent but instead received a word of direction. And Laodicea did not receive 

any praise.) 

 

5. The Larger Structure of the Letters 

a. These churches are presented in the literary form of a chiasm:  

1. Chiasm is a form of writing that an idea is presented in  order then repeated in 

reverse. 

a. (1 - 2 - 3 - 3 - 3 - 2 -1) 

 

 

 Ephesus 

2:1-7 

Smyrna 

 2:8-11 

Pergamum 

” 2:12-17 

Thyatira  

 2:18-29 

Sardis  

3:1-6 

Philadelphia  

3:7-13 

Laodicea  

3:14-22 

1. Introductory 

Address 

1a 8a 12a 18a 1a 7a 14a 

2. Identification  

of Christ 

1b 8b 12b 18b 1b 7b 14b 

3. Praise 2-3 9 13 19 (4) 8 * 

4. Rebuke - 

Shortfalls 

4 * 14-15 20-23 1c * 15-17 

5. Call to repent 5–6 (10) 16 24–25 2–3 (11) 18–19 

6. A challenge – 

“He who has  

an ear” 

7a 11 17 29 6 13 22 

7. Promise 7b 10-11 17 26-28 5 9-10, 12 20-21 

In danger of losing their identity… Ephesus 

 Proved themselves to be faithful… Smyrna 

 A mixture of 

faithfulness and 

compromise 

Pergamum 

Thyatira 

Sardis 

Proved themselves to be faithful… Philadelphia 

In danger of losing their identity… Laodicea 
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6. The rebukes or commendations:  

 

The Church The Message from Christ The Reference 

Ephesus They had left their first love Rev. 2:4 

Smyrna They were enduring tribulation and poverty Rev. 2:9 

Pergamos They were holding onto false doctrine Rev. 2:14-15 

Thyatira They were being seduced by a woman Rev. 2:20 

Sardis They had people about to die spiritually Rev. 3:2 

Philadelphia They were given an open door and protection Rev. 3:8-10 

Laodicea They were lukewarm and would be spewed out Rev. 3:15-16 

 

7. There is a blessing given for overcoming that is linked to 7000 years of history. 

 

The Church Historical Backdrop The blessing for Overcoming 

Ephesus Back to Eden will eat of the tree of life 

Smyrna The sin of Adam will not be hurt by the second 

death 

Pergamos The Exodus will eat of hidden manna 

Thyatira Joshua and David will be given power over the 

nations 

Sardis To crucifixion will be dressed in white / Book 

of Life 

Philadelphia End of the age will make a pillar in Temple 

Laodicea The millennial Will sit on His throne 
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8. Jesus addresses Ephesus ( Rev. 2:1-7) 

a. Revelation 2:1-7 (NKJV)  “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘ 

These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the 

midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, 

and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they 

are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and 

have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 

Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember 

therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come 

to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this 

you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise 

of God.” ’  

b. Ephesus in context: 

1. Part of Roman Empire. 

2. It was the 4th greatest city in the world (with Rome, Alexandria & Antioch) 

3. A commercial and religious center. 

4. Population of approximately 250,000 

5. Best of the seven cities with a seaport and many tourists. 

6. Slavery, prostitution, bathhouses, and idol worship occurred throughout the 

city.  

7. They had popular Gladiator fights in their stadium of 10, 000 seats. 

8. Named by Domitian to be the “guardian of the imperial cult.”  

9. The Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, was in 

Ephesus.  

a. Romans called Artemis Diana. 

b. It was the largest building of that time and made completely from 

marble. 

c. See Acts 19:23-40 

10. Was known for the practice of magic. 
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a. See Acts 19:13–19 

11. Home to one of the largest Jewish communities in Asia.  

a. See Acts 19:8–9. 

12. Christians in this area would not have only suffered from pagan Romans but 

also from the Jewish community that did not receive the message of Christ. 

13. A few years before Revelation was wrote Ephesus hosted the Olympic Games in 

honor of Domitian.  

c. (v1) The “angel” of the church.  

1. We covered this is lesson 3. 

2. Angel here is the Greek means “messenger”. 

3. Refers to the “Angel” assigned to the Church and / or the Pastor of the Church. 

d. (v1) “These things says He” 

1. Other versions: 

a. “This is the solemn pronouncement…”  

b. “These things says the LORD Almighty…”    

2. The Greek of this statement parallels language from the Hebrew Prophets 

which introduces messages from the LORD. 

e. (v2) False Apostles  

1. “In the early church “apostle” was used two ways: in a particular sense to 

describe the leaders chosen by God for the church. 

a. Twelve Disciples  

b. Paul  

c. A few others like Barnabas [ See Acts 14:14]  

d. James [See Gal. 1:19]  

e. Described church missionaries who traveled with authority from the 

sending church. (e.g., 2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25)  

f. (v4) “left your first love.” 

1. The commendation of verses 2-3 shows us that this does not mean that they 

were not believers.   

2. Their early love had grown cold and been replaced with a harsh zeal for 

doctrine.  
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3. They failed to live up to Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:37: 

a. Matt. 22:37 (NKJV) Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 

4. A second theory on this comes from the Greek meaning can mean “love feast”.  

5. Love feast can refer to Communion or to the sabbath feast. 

a. It is possible that they failed to partake in communion and/or 

abandoned the sabbath.  

b. Some scholars tell us that the early church held communion weekly. 

c. Early church also honored a weekly day of rest. 

6. The Interpreter’s Bible vol 12 commentary tells us: 

a. “The Warning of Noble Emotions. – … the devotion of the members of 

the Ephesus church has waned. They are loyal; but they have lost their 

spiritual glow. As their enthusiasm has waned their work itself has felt 

the lag of their devotion. It is a dangerous situation. They must learn the 

secret of renewing the vision splendid. In a brilliant book, Convention 

and Revolt in Poetry, John Livingstone Lowes has a good deal to say 

about the waning of the creative spirit. It is an experience we meet in 

life in all sorts of ways. If it is in the spiritual life the matter of renewal is 

of the utmost importance. It is the problem of every church in every 

age. “ 

b. “This might be a reference to a degree in the brotherly love the 

members had shown toward one another, but more probably, in light of 

the situation, it means that their devotion to Christ had to Christ had to 

some extent weakened in a time of testing.” 

 

g. (v5) Repent and do the first works…” 

1. Returning to first works was returning to all scriptures command – thus love 

God first and foremost.  

h. (v5) Removing the Lampstand. 

1. This is an indication that Jesus will remove their influence as a church.  

2. Oil in the lamp (menorah) refers to the light of the Holy Spirit. 
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3. Note. Some translations will call these candlesticks – that is not accurate as 

they did not exist at the time.  

4. They a stand that oil lamps set in – thus lampstand. 

5. The Interpreter’s Bible vol 12 commentary tells us: “… unless they repent and 

return to their love, Christ will remove their lampstand, i.e., will disown them, 

either now or at His second coming.  

i. (v6) The Nicolaitans:   

1. The church in Ephesus were praised for their hatred of the works of this sect.  

2. They may be the false apostles of verse 2.  

3. Traits of this sect: 

a. Sect of heresy that led to lives of unrestrained indulgence.  

b. Their leader was “Nicolaus” – a proselyte of Antioch. 

c. Nicolaus allowed other men to marry his wife – polygamy.  

d. These leaders also exerted authority over the congregation and 

declared power to interpret scripture correctly. 

e. They aspired power and prestige, were very carnal and ate foods 

offered to idols. (see Num. 22-25, 31:15-16; Acts 15:29 and 1Cor. 10:27-

29) 

f. This liberal teaching was against the decrees from  the Council in 

Jerusalem recorded in Acts 15:29. 

g. Acts 15:28-29 (NKJV) For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to 

lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: 29 that you 

abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, 

and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will 

do well. 

4. Similar to the teaching, like that of Balaam, 

a. This same misconduct in verse 20, in connection with the church in 

Thyatira, is also associated with Jezebel.  

b. The interpreter’s Bible Vol 12 gives us this commentary: 

1. “In Jewish tradition Balaam became the evil prototype of those who 

taught the Jews to engage in the worship of idols, which included 
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the eating of food sacrificed to idols and sacred prostitution, or 

fornication (cf. Philo Moses I. 53-55; Josephus Antiquities IV. 6.6; 

Sanhedrin 106a)” 

2. “Fornication (KJV) is not merely sexual immorality (RSV), but denote 

idolatry, with special reference here to disloyalty to God and Christ 

through worship of the emperor, as in 19:2, where participation in 

the rites of the state religion is specifically called “fornication” in the 

RSV aa well as the KJV.” 

3. ‘Apparently John classifies the Balaamites and the Nicolaitans of vs. 

6 together, for by a popular etymology the one may be derived from 

the Hebrew for “consumer of the people,” while the other for 

“destroyer of the People.”’ 

c. This false permissive teaching appears to have found its way into 3 of 

the 7 churches. 

d. A probability exist that, ‘Nicolaitans’, ‘Balaam’, and ‘Jezebel’, refer to 

the same cult. 

e. Acceptance of idolatry & immorality are key signs of a cult. 

5. Paul had already warned the church in Ephesus about the false teachers. 

a. Acts 20:29-30 (NKJV) For I know this, that after my departure savage 

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from 

among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 

away the disciples after themselves. 

b. 1 Timothy 1:3–11 (NKJV) As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—

remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other 

doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause 

disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith. 5 Now the 

purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good 

conscience, and from sincere faith, 6 from which some, having strayed, 

have turned aside to idle talk, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, 

understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm. 8 

But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 9 knowing this: 
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that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and 

insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and 

profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 

manslayers, 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, 

for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound 

doctrine, 11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which 

was committed to my trust. 

c. 2 Timothy 3:1–17 (NKJV) But know this, that in the last days perilous 

times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 

money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-

control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers 

of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but 

denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort 

are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible 

women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 always 

learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as 

Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: 

men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; 9 but they will 

progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also 

was. 10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, 

purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, 

afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—

what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution. 13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. 14 But you must continue in the things 

which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you 

have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the 

Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
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16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 

that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 

good work. 

d. See also 1 Timothy 4:1–8; 6:2–7, 20–21. 

j. (v7) “He who has an ear, let him hear…”  

1. The reinforces Rev. 1:3 blessings to the one who reads, hears and observe what 

is written.  

2. Analogy from Isaiah: Isaiah 6:9–10 (NKJV) And He said, “Go, and tell this 

people: 

‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 

Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 

10 “Make the heart of this people dull, 

And their ears heavy, 

And shut their eyes; 

Lest they see with their eyes, 

And hear with their ears, 

And understand with their heart, 

And return and be healed.” 

3. As analogy from Jesus: Matthew 13:9–17 (NKJV)  He who has ears to hear, let 

him hear!” 

10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in 

parables?” 

11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know 

the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 

For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but 

whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13 

Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and 

hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the prophecy 

of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 

‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, 
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And seeing you will see and not perceive; 

15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. 

Their ears are hard of hearing, 

And their eyes they have closed, 

Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, 

Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, 

So that I should heal them.’ 

16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for 

assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see 

what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear 

it.” 

k. (v7) “what the Spirit says to the churches.”  

1. Christ himself addressing the church.  

2. The voice of Christ is the voice of the Spirit. 

a. 2 Corinthians 3:17 (NKJV) Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is liberty. 

b. See also Philippians 1:19  

3. To whatever level our life or our church reflects any of the concerns written to the 

7 churches we should take heed to what the Spirit is saying. 

4. “The gospel pulls us into community.  

l. (v7) to the one who overcomes…  

1. Other translations use the word conquer instead of overcomer. 

2. Revelation 12:11  And they have conquered him (the Devil) by the blood of the 

Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto 

death. (ESV)   

3. “… the exhortation to overcome is either an encouragement to continue standing 

strong against compromise or to stop compromising.  

4. The exhortation is to overcome the false Apostles who are attempting to lead them 

into compromise.  
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5. This usage may be linked to or a development of a Jewish exegetical tradition that 

used conquer referring to the Maccabean martyrs. They were said to have 

conquered because they maintained their faith in God’s law. 

6. The Interpreter’s Bible Vol. 12 commentary: 

a. To him who conquers is another formula, taken from military usage, found 

in the conclusion of each letter. The mighty cosmic conflict has begun 

between God and Christ and their forces of right on one hand, and Satan 

and the Antichrist and their cohorts of evil on the other. “ 

b. “The persecution of the Christians is an opening skirmish; they are the 

soldiers of Christ.” 

c. “The conqueror is the Christian who by his “patient endurance,” his 

courageous steadfastness, his loyalty and devotion unto death, is an 

imitator of Christ himself.” 

d. “Just as Christ suffered a martyr’s death, but overcame his enemies and 

death itself and is now triumphantly enthroned in heaven, so Christians 

who takes up his cross and follows Jesus toa similar martyrdom will also 

triumph over his enemies, both human and supernatural, and will be a 

victor over death… So much emphasis is placed on this concept by the 

author that we are practically forced to conclude that for him “conqueror” 

and “martyr” are synonymous terms.” 

m. (v7) the Tree of Life in Paradise… 

1. In the book of Genesis, we are introduced to the tree of life. 

2. The Tree of life will be available to us in the New Jerusalem. According to Rev. 22:2 

it will be on either side of the river and in the middle of the streets. 

a. Rev. 22:1-2 (NKJV) And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 

crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle 

of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 

twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 

were for the healing of the nations. 

3. The image of a tree was associated with the goddess Artemis and with Ephesus. 

4. Paganism promised but only God could deliver on this promise. 
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5. The Interpreter’s Bible Vol. 12 tells us about frequent theme in apocalyptic 

writings:  

a. “It is stated or assumed that the beginning of the new age will be similar to 

the beginning of the present age, that the new creation will reproduce the 

initial blessedness of the first creation, that the new paradise will be similar 

to the Garden of Eden.” 

b. “Although Adam lost paradise and immortality by eating of the tree in Eden, 

the martyr, by eating of it’s fruit, will live forever.” 

c. “This is but one of a series of glorious rewards which are held out to the 

prospective martyrs.” 

d. “The message to the Ephesians tells of a tree of life of which Christian 

victors are allowed to eat. After trial comes satisfaction. There are some 

things which can be given safely to men only after they have been 

disciplined and, through firmness under the pressure of life, have attained 

genuine strength , The Christian learns to be more anxious to be worthy of 

satisfaction than to possess satisfaction. The Christian desires to meet the 

conditions for eating of the tree of life. That tree suggests noble discipline 

and not untutored lust of longing.” 

n. Other information concerning Ephesus. 

1. The Interpreter’s Bible vol. 12 gives us: 

a. Commentary of hope from an early church father, Ignatius of Antioch, for 

the Church in Ephesus. 

1. “A few years later… in writing to this same church commended its 

members for stopping their ears to false doctrine (Ign. 9:1). Even more 

to their credit, they were enduring patiently for Christ’s name’s sake; 

apparently in time of persecution they had not denied Christ, but had 

remained steadfastly loyal…  

b. Pliny the Younger, writing between 111 and 113, said that those who were 

really Christians could not be made to curse Christ and worship the 

emperor’s statue (Epistles X. 96) 
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c. The Virtue od Endurance. – The question “What makes people faithful?” … 

the message to the church at Ephesus. Its members sharply discriminate 

between loyalty and disloyalty, goodness and evil, and truth and falsehood. 

The very sharpness of these discriminations produces their own 

faithfulness; so they have not grown weary. When we lose our sense that 

good is good and evil is evil, we are ready to become evil and faithless to a 

faith which has lost its power over us.  


