
Calling All Women to Ministry—Testify 

John 4:25-42 

Today’s text requires some insight into the relationship between Jews and Samaritans in 

Jesus’ day.  When King Solomon died in about 930 BC, the nation of Israel split into two parts: 

the northern 10 tribes were then often referred to collectively as Israel, while the remaining 

tribes to the south were called Judah. 

Many Israelites were exiled, and outsiders were brought in to resettle the land.  Israelites 

who were not taken into exile were left impoverished and without clear identity for many years.  

Eventually, the resulting mixture of people came to be known as Samaritans.  They developed a 

religion that accepted the five books of Moses but did not recognize the other books that make 

up the Old Testament (Judges, Kings, Prophets, Psalms, and the Wisdom texts). 

Our lesson begins after Jesus and a Samaritan woman discussed her marriage situation 

(John 4:16-18).  Jesus’ knowledge of her personal life astounded her.  For this reason, she 

addressed him as a prophet (4:19).  She changed the subject to the less personal but quite 

controversial topic of the proper site for worship.  Let us see what we learn from this unnamed 

woman’s testimony and the clarity Jesus provides. 

I. A Woman’s Declaration (John 4:25-30) 

A. Messiah Revealed (vv.25-26) 

1. Both Jews and Samaritans looked for the Messiah, or Christ. 

a. The Jews believed he would be a national leader who would free them 

from foreign oppression based on expectations based on King David. 

b. The Samaritans emphasized the Messiah’s role as a teaching prophet 

who would explain… everything and bring the people back to true 

faith, reminiscent of Moses (Deut.18:15-18) 

2. Jesus did not seek to set the woman straight concerning her understanding 

of Jewish History. Jesus simply claimed to be the one she was waiting to 

meet. 

B. Disciples Startled (v.27) 

1. They were surprised, but were not bold enough to ask him what or why.  

Their timidity contrasts with the woman’s own insistence on asking Jesus 

questions. 

C. City Challenged (vv.28-30) 

1. In initiating conversation with the people there, she cast aside any cultural 

restraints from doing so. (v.28) 

2. Her straightforward message has two parts: (v.29) 



a. She gave evidence that Jesus was something more than an ordinary 

man. 

b. She proposed, in the form of a question, a tentative conclusion to that 

evidence. 

3. The woman’s testimony intrigued the people enough so that they wanted to 

investigate her claims personally. 

II. A Crop Prepared (John 4:31-38) 

A. Spiritual Food (vv.31-33) 

1. The disciples either mentally dismissed the woman as being unimportant or 

simply moved on to what they thought was a more pressing task: lunch. 

(v.31) 

2. Jesus’ cryptic statement forms something of a parallel to the “living water” 

he offered to the woman earlier (John 4:10) (v.32) 

3. The confused disciples did not detect his reference to spiritual rather than 

physical food. (v.33) 

B. Spiritual Harvest (vv.34-35) 

1. Knowing of the disciples’ confusion, Jesus began explaining: his food was 

spiritual in nature. (v.34) 

2. His disciples’ are well aware that crops are ready to harvest following the 

sowing of four months earlier. (v.35a) 

3. The time for harvest is not future!  The time for evangelism, the harvest of 

souls is now (v.35b) 

C. Spiritual Reward (vv.36-38) 

1. In evangelism as in farming, there is sowing and reaping (Matt.13:1-9,18-30) 

(v36) 

2. Reaping requires previous work: sowing.  If no seeds are planted, there will 

be nothing to harvest. (v.37) 

3. Moses’ testimony recorded in the law had sown seeds among the 

Samaritans. Jesus further prepared the heart of the Samaritan woman. 

III. A Community Transformed (John 4:39-42) 

A. The woman’s Testimony (v.39) 

1. The idea of Testimony leading to faith is a central pattern in the Gospel of 

John (see John 1:7). 

B. The Samaritans’ Request (v.40) 

1. This speaks to the powerful impact Jesus has already had in this brief 

encounter (v.40) 

C. The People’s Belief (vv.40-42) 

1. For some of the Samaritans, the woman’s testimony was enough for them to 

believe. 



2. These villagers did not discount the woman’s testimony , but they needed 

more—they needed their own experience (compare and contrast 20:25) 

Conclusion 

The story of Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well serves several purposes in the 

book of John.  It teaches the spiritual nature of true worship.  It portrays Jesus as fearlessly 

moving beyond the boundaries of Orthodox Judaism to an awkward encounter with a Samaritan 

(4:9). The Scriptures never give us the name of the Samaritan woman.  It makes us wonder about 

other women of faith whose names are lost to history.  Many of them have spoken out to bring 

others to faith.  Their names may be unknown to us but definitely known to God. 
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