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Then they were glad that the waters were quiet
and He brought them to their desired haven.

Psalm 107:30

The Lord’s Day
January 3, 2021
A Service of Covenant Renewal

Welcome
☩ A warm welcome to all: We are so thankful that the session and Board of Deacons of the OPC
in Bohemia, are letting us use their facility so that we can gather for worship, instruction, and
fellowship. Until we are able to gather again in a facility in Deer Park, we will be meeting at the
Bohemia facility on the Lord’s Days at 1:00 p.m.. We are made to gather together as God’s people
and we rejoice that, despite the lockdown of so many establishments, we are blessed to enjoy this
aspect of our corporate life as the people of God. Praise the Lord!
☩ Today’s Sunday Schedule:
1:00 p.m. Worship/Outreach
2:30 p.m. Haven Updates & Evangelism 101
3:00 p.m. Haven Food and Fellowship: We invite all of you to join with us today our
Lord’s Day feast, (Havenites: Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.) Please note that we are following sanitation
protocols for this. Either Mary or John Vaeth can provide you with these.
☩ Outreach Update: For various reasons related to people’s fears during the pandemic, limitations
on gatherings, and physical distancing, your officers and the OPC Bohemia session. agreed it
would not be wise to do door to door outreach in Bohemia at this time. We urge you to be doing
personal outreach to friends, family, and neighbors taking these fears into account and making use
of evangelistic literature as an extension of your personal witness to others.
☩ Social Distancing, Personal Hygiene, and Sanitation:
Be sure to honor social distancing
guidelines and always use reasonable precautions to protect those around you from unnecessary
exposure to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease. It’s important to honor these not only in the
sanctuary during our worship, but also downstairs for our food and fellowship times.
☩ Announcement Page: You’ll find this purposely placed after the liturgy pages of our weekly
bulletin. This page include things for you to do to serve Christ as you “Go forth in peace to love and
serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name.” It’s not enough to gather for worship. We are meant to go
forth demonstrating our faith by our works!
☩ The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest and renew
their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws them into the
Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, strengthening and
guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom."
☩ Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyrighted
music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
☩ The Haven, OPC is a congregation of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York,
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). For more information on the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church:
www.opc.org
For more information about this church, visit our website:
www.thehavenli.com

Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, January 3, 2021
Worship 1:00 p.m.
Preparation for Worship: Psalm 79:1-13
THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US
Salutation:
Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for our sins in order to deliver us from the present evil age, according to
the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever.
People: Amen!
†Call to Worship: Psalm 100
Pastor:

Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth!

People: Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing.
Pastor:

Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and not we ourselves!

People: We are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Pastor:

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!

People: Give thanks to him! Bless his name!
Pastor:

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever!

People: And his truth endures to all generations!
† Opening Hymn of Praise:

“Come, People of the Risen King”
(turn to next page)

† indicates standing

†Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you!
People: And also with you!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord
People: Who made heaven and earth!
†Opening Prayer
People: Amen!

The Lord Our God Cleanses Us
Meditation: The Preface to the Law of God
“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.” (Exodus 20:2)
Confession of Sin: Begin with your personal confession before God
Corporate Confession: Great redeemer of your people: We confess that we love too
much the Egypt of this world, and we love too little the Promised Land of the world to
come. We confess that we too frequently go back to the bondage of our natural state, and
we do not live as we should in the liberty with which Christ has made us free. Renew in
us, our merciful God, a deep love for you as the Lord our God who has, in Christ,
delivered us from the slavery of our natural state and brought us into the glorious liberty
of the children of God. We ask this in the name of our Great King and Savior, the
resurrected and reigning Jesus Christ. Amen.
†God’s Promises in the New Covenant: Colossians 1:13,14
People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!
†Hymn of Renewed Faith in Jesus Christ “In Christ Alone”
(turn to next page)
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US
Old Covenant Reading: Proverbs 3:28-35
28 Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come again, tomorrow I will give it”—when you
have it with you.
29 Do not plan evil against your neighbor, who dwells trustingly beside you.
30 Do not contend with a man for no reason, when he has done you no harm.
31 Do not envy a man of violence and do not choose any of his ways,
32 for the devious person is an abomination to the LORD, but the upright are in his
confidence.
33 The LORD’s curse is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the dwelling of the
righteous.
34 Toward the scorners he is scornful, but to the humble he gives favor.
35 The wise will inherit honor, but fools get disgrace.

New Covenant Reading: Mark 6:30-44
30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and
taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.
32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33 Now many
saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns
and got there ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he
had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he
began to teach them many things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to
him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away
to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something
to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said
to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to
them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and
see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he
commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down
in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two
fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them
to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them
all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of
broken pieces and of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand
men.
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Pastor: The grass withers,…the flowers fade away; but the word of
our God will stand forever!
People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith:
The Heidelberg Catechism - Third Section
Gratitude
Lord’s Day 47
Q. 122. What does the first request (of the Lord’s Prayer) mean?

A. “Hallowed be thy name” means: Help us to really know you, to bless
worship, and praise you for all your works and for all that shines forth
from them: your almighty power, wisdom, kindness, justice, mercy, and
truth. And it means: Help us to direct all our living – what we think,
say, and do – so that your name will never be blasphemed because of us,
but always honored and praised.

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:
Hymn: “Forever Settled in the Heavens” (Psalm 119:89-97)
(Turn to next page)
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Pastor: Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!
Sermon: “The Great Shepherd” (pt. 1)
PASTOR: Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!
Worship through Tithes and Offering
†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen!
The Lord Our God Communes With Us
Meditation.
Lord’s Supper Celebration
Heads of households, come forward to receive the elements for your household. Enjoy
communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
People: Amen!
Monthly Deacon’s Offering: For The Haven Ministry of Mercy
Closing Psalm of Praise: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (TPH, 23A) (turn to next page)

The Lord Our God Commissions Us
†[Hands Raised] Benediction
People: Amen!
Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name!
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Announcements

☩ From Pastor Bill & Margaret: Many thanks to all of you for the gift card and for the greeeting card with
your thoughtful notes. We count it such a privilege to be part of The Haven, OPC and to be part of the lives of
each of your families. We cherish your love, your support, and your prayers. May we continue to know God’s
richest blessings as we begin this new year of our Lord, 2021.
☩ Haven Hope Givers: That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have
learned about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC. Send a message of Gospel hope to: Mr. Darren
Emanuel, #03A2176, Fishkill Correctional Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F.
Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458.
Also: Encourage Darren’s wife, Kim: Send her a card and note to let her know that you are praying
both for Darren and for her: Mrs. Kim Emanuel, 76-34 162 St., Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 11366.
☩ Get Well Soon Note: To Kathy Toto (who had surgery for a broken wrist this past Tuesday): 34
Spinnaker Ln, East Patchogue, NY 11772.
Also: Thinking of You/Praying for You Card/Note: To Mrs. Rita Gerber (wife of Pastor Richard
Gerber) who is suffering from Myasthenia Gravis: 4 School Rd., Moodus, CT 06469. By your cards
and notes be an insrument of the Great Shepherd’s encouragement to others.
☩ Phone Numbers and E mail Addresses of The Haven Officers:
Pastor Bill:
(516) 581-5242
Elder Jimmy Brewer:
(516) 250-8953
Elder John Vaeth:
(631) 561-7392
Deacon Paul Toto:
(516) 459-6814

W Shishko@gmail.com
JBrewer930@gmail.com
ChefJohnV1@gmail.com
Paul.toto@idserve.com

☩ Zoom Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. This is now a weekly part of our Haven life.
After a few minutes to mention updates and new prayer requests, we spend the remaining time in
prayer. We also periodically have guests for whom we have been praying. Plan to join us!
Haven Midweek Zoom Prayer Meeting: Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Join the meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2614159951 or dial (646) 558 8656
Meeting ID: 261 415 9951
☩ Today’s Sermon will be available by Monday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC”
site (Search The Haven, OPC) Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com
☩ Giving Last Sunday: Gen. Fund: $6,525. (2020 weekly. budget: $1,750. For 2021: $1,904.)
☩ Sunday, January 31, 2021: We will have our annual congregational meeting to receive reports and
to ratify a budget for the new year.
☩ Giving to The Haven: Until we receive our NYS Religious Corp. status: Checks payable to Haven,
OPC, LLC.
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about the Bible, Christian doctrine and life, ethical questions,
and The Haven, OPC and its ministry
Q. Should we make New Year’s resolutions (we always break them!)? If so, what New Year’s resolutions
do you suggest? (pt. 2)
A.

Last week, after giving you my rationale for even making New Year’s Resolutions (even
though we always fall short in keeping them), I gave you my top two resolutions as we start
the new year:
1. Read your Bible daily: It stands to reason that because the Bible is the Word of God we
should make it as much a part of our diet as physical food and drink. Get a schedule that
works for you and work hard to stick to it.
2. Gather with your church family: The lockdowns in 2020 brought a great challenge to this
essential part of church life; nevertheless, the mandate of the Word of God is: “not neglecting
to meet together, as is the habit of some….” Remember that the Lord’s Day is to be kept holy
unto Him. A big part of that is your worship and fellowship with God’s people.
Here’s a few more for you to think about:
3. Open your home and show hospitality to others. Hospitality is your way of showing the
hospitality of God who calls us to dwell in His house (Psalm 23:6).
It’s also a way of
ministering to your neighbors and friends, as well as a way of extending ministry to your
brothers and sisters at The Haven (But don’t confine your hospitality to other Christians! We
need to be showing the love of God to those who don’t know Christ.) To challenge and
encourage you (and also to give you practical helps), I highly recommend the book The Gospel
Comes With a House Key by Rosaria Butterfield.
4. Be reading material that will help to feed your soul: Frankly, most of what people watch on
television is junk food. Reading has become something of a dying excercise in our culture.
Resist that tendency by making time to read things that will be vitamins and minerals for your
sprirtual life. Doctirnally solid devotional books (like Charles Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening),
Christian biographies, and studies in biblical topics should be part of your spiritual diet. You
will grow to love reading once you start - with good things. Ask Pastor Bill for advice on good
reading for 2021.
5. Tell people about Jesus! Our worship each week is designed to repeat (and renew) the story
of the Christian life: God calls us. God cleanses us. God consecrates us. God communies with us.
God commissions us. That’s your story, and it contains all the things that you should want to tell
others about. Think about how the Lord Jesus Christ has saved you, how he has blessed you
(and is blessing you), and how he has helped you through the challenges of life. Then pray that
you will be able to share that story with others.
It’s also helpful to have Gospel literature
available to give to people after you have spoken with them. Give it to them personally, or send
it to them with a card of note; but, in every way that you can, do your part to fulfill the Great
Commission of making disciples of people from every tongue, tribe, and nation.
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MY NOTES ON TODAY’S SERMON
“The Great Shepherd”, (pt. 1)
(Mark 6:30-44)
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