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Welcome 

☩  A warm welcome to all:   We are so thankful that the session and Board of Deacons of the OPC 
in Bohemia, are letting us use their facility so that we can gather for worship, instruction, and 
fellowship.  Until we are able to gather again in a facility in Deer Park, we will be meeting at the 
Bohemia facility on the Lord’s Days at 1:00 p.m..  We are made to gather together as God’s people 
and we rejoice that, despite the lockdown of so many establishments, we are blessed to enjoy this 
aspect of our corporate life as the people of God.  Praise the Lord!

☩  Today’s Sunday Schedule:

1:00 p.m.  Worship/Outreach

2:30 p.m. Haven Updates & Evangelism 101

3:00 p.m.  Haven Food and Fellowship:  We invite all of you to join with us today our 
Lord’s Day feast,   (Havenites:  Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be 
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.) Please note that we are following sanitation 
protocols for this.   Either Mary or John Vaeth can provide you with these.    

☩ Outreach Update: For various reasons related to people’s fears during the pandemic, limitatons 
on gatherings, and physical distancing, your officers  and the OPC Bohemia session. agreed it 
would not be wise to do door to door outreach in Bohemia at this time.  We urge you to be doing 
personal outreach to friends, family, and neighbors taking these fears into account and making use 
of evangelistic literature as an extension of your personal witness to others. 

☩ Social Distancing, Personal Hygiene, and Sanitation:   Be sure to honor social distancing 
guidelines and always use reasonable precautions to protect those around you from unnecessary 
exposure to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease.   It’s important to honor these not only in the 
sanctuary during our worship, but also downstairs for our food and fellowship times.

☩   Announcement Page:  You’ll find this purposely placed after the liturgy pages of our weekly 
bulletin.  This page include things for you to do to serve Christ as you “Go forth in peace to love and 
serve those around you  - in Jesus’ Name.”  It’s not enough to gather for worship.  We are meant to go 
forth demonstrating our faith by our works!  

☩  The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public 
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest and renew 
their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws them into the 
Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, strengthening and 
guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom." 

☩  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyrighted 
music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
 
☩  The Haven, OPC is a congregation of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York,   
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC).  For more information on the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church:  www.opc.org   For more information about this church, visit our website:  
www.thehavenli.com 

http://www.opc.org
http://www.thehavenli.com


Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, December 6, 2020

Worship 1:00 p.m. 
Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 75:1-9

THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US 
Salutation: 

Pastor: Congregation of the People of God: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ!

People: Amen!

†Call to Worship: From Psalm 98

Pastor:   Oh, sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

People:   His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him!

Pastor:  The Lord has made known his salvation;

People:  He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations!

Pastor:   He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.

People:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God!

Pastor:  Make a  joyful noise to the Lord all the earth!

People:  Break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Pastor:  Before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.

All:   He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity!

† Opening Psalm:  “Sing to the Lord, a New Song Voicing”   (Psalm 98B, TPH)    
(turn to next page)

    





†Greeting
Pastor:  The Lord be with you!

People:  And also with you!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord

People:  Who made heaven and earth!

†Opening Prayer
People:  Amen!

The Lord Our God Cleanses Us

Meditation:  Matthew 7:15,16
“Beware of false prophets…You will recognize them by their fruits.”

Confession of Sin:  Begin with your peronal confession before God

Corporate Confession:  Our God, source of all truth:   You have told us to be careful of 
what we hear. But we too often listen to those things that are contrary to the truth of your 
word.  Forgive us when we are undiscerning.  Forgive us when we do not test all things 
and hold fast that which is good.  Forgive us when we do not reject what is false and evil 
and when we corrupt ourselves in that way.  You have also told us to be careful how we 
hear.  Forgive us when we do not believe with all of our hearts what is true.  And forgive 
us when we do not repent with our whole being from what is false.  Grant us the Holy 
Spirit to make us thorough Christians, living in full loyalty to Jesus Christ as The Way, 
The Truth, and The Life.  Amen!

†Assurance of God’s Faithfulness and Mercy:  Luke 1:68-75

People: Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God!

†Advent Hymn  “The Song of Zechariah” (TPH, #29)       
       (turn to next page)   
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US 

Old Covenant Reading:  Proverbs 2:9-22
9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice 

      and equity, every good path; 
      10 for wisdom will come into your heart, 

      and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 
      11 discretion will watch over you, 

      understanding will guard you, 
      12 delivering you from the way of evil, 

      from men of perverted speech, 
      13 who forsake the paths of uprightness 

      to walk in the ways of darkness, 
      14 who rejoice in doing evil 

      and delight in the perverseness of evil, 
      15 men whose paths are crooked, 

      and who are devious in their ways. 
      16 So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, 

      from the adulteress with her smooth words, 
      17 who forsakes the companion of her youth 

      and forgets the covenant of her God; 
      18 for her house sinks down to death, 

      and her paths to the departed; 
      19 none who go to her come back, 

      nor do they regain the paths of life. 
      20 So you will walk in the way of the good 

      and keep to the paths of the righteous. 
      21 For the upright will inhabit the land, 

      and those with integrity will remain in it, 
      22 but the wicked will be cut off from the land, 

      and the treacherous will be rooted out of it.

New Covenant Reading:  Mark 6:6b-13 
6b And he went about among the villages teaching. 

7  And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 
authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff
—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 
10 And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 
11 And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off 
the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and proclaimed that 
people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were 
sick and healed them.
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Pastor:  The grass withers,…the flowers fade away; but the word of 
our God will stand forever!

People: Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith:  

The Heidelberg Catechism - Third Section,  Gratitude

Lord Day 43

112.   Q. What is God’s will for us in the ninth commandment?

A.God’s will is that I never give false testimony against anyone, 
twist no one’s words, not gossip or slander, nor join in 
condemning anyone without a hearing or without a cause.  
Rather, in court and everywhere else, I should avoid lying and 
deceit of every kind; these are devices the devil himself uses, and 
they would call down on me God’s intense anger.  I should love 
the truth, speak it candidly, and openly acknowledge it.  And I 
should do what I can to guard and advance my neighbor’s good 
name.

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:  

Hymn: “All Authority and Power”  (TPH #424)
(Turn to next page)
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Pastor: Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!

Sermon:   “Jesus Extends Himself and His Ministry”

PASTOR: Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!

Worship through Tithes and Offerings

†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.   Amen! 

The Lord Our God Communes With Us 

Meditation.  Lord’s Supper Celebration
Heads of households, come forward to receive the elements for your household. Enjoy 

communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.
Prayer of Thanksgiving                     People: Amen!

Monthly Deacon’s Offering:  For The Haven Ministry of Mercy

Closing Hymn of Praise: “O Church Arise!”
(turn to next page)

The Lord Our God Commissions Us 
†[Hands Raised] Benediction 

People: Amen! 
Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name!
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Announcements

☩  Thank Offering Through Next Sunday:  This yearly offering is to help fund the combined Orthodox 
Presbyterian works of Home Missions, Foreign Missions, and Christian Education - commonly called 
Worldwide Outreach. You may give your designated Thank Offering gifts through next Sunday, December 13. 

☩  Worldwide Outreach Banks:  Take these to your local bank this weeek (if you haven’t done so already) and 
use their coin counting machine to find out how much you have collected for the Thank Offering.   Give this as 
a separate Thank Offering gift next Sunday (if you haven’t done so already) and we’ll find out who collected the 
most.  Then start filling your banks again for next year’s Thank Offering!

☩  Haven Hope Givers:  That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have learned 
about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC.   Send a message of Gospel hope to:  Mr. Darren Emanuel, #03A2176, 
Fishkill Correctional Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F. Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New 
York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458.    Also: Encourage Darren’s wife, Kim:  Send her 
a card and note to let her know that you are praying both for Darren and for her:  Mrs. Kim Emanuel, 76-34 162 
St., Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 11366.

☩  Phone Numbers  and E mail Addresses of The Haven Officers: 
Pastor Bill: (516) 581-5242 W Shishko@gmail.com 
Elder Jimmy Brewer: (516) 250-8953 JBrewer930@gmail.com
Elder John Vaeth: (631) 561-7392   ChefJohnV1@gmail.com
Deacon Paul Toto: (516) 459-6814 Paul.toto@idserve.com

☩  Zoom Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  This is now a weekly part of our Haven life.   After a 
few minutes to  mention updates and new prayer requests, we spend the remaining time in prayer.  We also 
periodically have guests for whom we have been praying.  Plan to join us!

Haven Midweek Zoom Prayer Meeting:  Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Join the meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2614159951  or dial (646) 558 8656     Meeting ID: 261 415 9951

☩  Haven Food and Fellowship:   Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be host/hostess 
for our weekly food and fellowship time.) Please note that we are following sanitation protocols for this.   
Either Mary or John Vaeth can provide you with these.    

☩ OPC Bohemia Food Pantry:  You can help with this community outreach by bringing canned items and other 
non-perishables.   Put them on the tables downstairs.  Pray that spiritual food as well as physical food will be 
given to all those who come to the food pantry during the week. 

☩ Today’s Sermon will be available by Monday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC” site 
(Search The Haven, OPC)  Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com  

☩ Giving Last Sunday:  Genl. Fund:   $1,695.00   (Weekly budget: $1,750.00)     Thank Offering:  $425.00   

☩ Offering Envelopes for 2021 are available.  We urge you to use these to help make our accounting easier.  Get 
your set from Deacon Paul Toto.

☩ Giving to The Haven:  Until we receive our NYS Religious Corp. status: Checks payable to Haven, OPC, LLC. 
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about the Bible, Christian doctrine and life, ethical 

questions, and  The Haven, OPC and its ministry

Q.  How can I know God’s will for my life? (pt. 3)

A.    In many cases when people ask this question they want to know long term what God’s 
will is for their lives.  This is especially true of young people who are trying to decide what 
career to pursue or as they face decisons (like marriage) that will impact their whole lives.

This is somewhat trickier than thinking about God’s will that begins with your personal 
surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ every day and as you make moment by moment 
decisions in each of those days (see parts 1 and 2 of my response to this question.).  On the one 
hand, “the mind (or the heart) of a person plans his or her way” (Prov. 16:9).  We do this naturally 
because we are made in the image of God who has planned all things according to the counsel 
of His will (see Ephesians 1:11 and other verses about God’s sovereignty).  On the other hand, 
we are warned not to hold our plans with too heavy a hand.  “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or 
tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit’ - you 
do not know what tomorrow will bring…Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do 
this or that.” (see James 4:13-16).  So, it’s not wrong to plan, but do it living each day as if it is 
your last day.  (That’s harder for young people than for those of us who are older, but we should 
all be living this way - every day!)

But how do you make these long term plans?  Here’s a few biblical principles:

1.  Seek counsel from others who know you well and can help you discern your 
strengths, weaknesses, abilities, and lack of ability.   The practical principles that “without 
counsel plans fail, but with many advisers  (wise ones, I would add) they succeed” (Prov. 15:22) and 
“plans are established by counsel” (Prov. 20:18) apply here.

2.  Assess your own gifts, abilities, and interests caerfully.  In Romans 12:3 (immediately 
after the passage that calls you to the most basic aspect of knowing God’s will: Presenting your 
bodies as living sacrifices to God), the apostle Paul calls Christians not to think of themselves more 
highly than they ought to think, but rather to assess onesself with “sober judgment.”   God has made 
each of us different. Wisdom is to respect that, be thankful for that (even revel in that), and to 
ask how the unique “me” can be most useful to the Lord as a living sacrifice.

3.  Delight yourself in your God and then think about what you really want to do for His 
glory and for the good of others (which is the essence of Christian life and Christian love).  
Remarkably, the Psalmist, after calling us to “Trust in the Lord, and do good” to “dwell in the land”, 
i.e. to live your life in fellowship with  God’s people,  and to feed on (God’s) faithfulness  then 
adds “Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:3,4.)  St. 
Augustine had it right: “Delight yourself in your God, then do as you will!”
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MY NOTES ON TODAY’S SERMON

“Jesus Extends Himself and His Ministry”
(Mark 6:6b-13)

What is this picture?

The character of ministry:  Then & Now

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

“Repentance 101”:   God is God and ____  ___ ____.
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