
CHAPTER 2 – THE QUEST FOR TRUE BELONGING     Notes by Mike Grammer 

Page 31-32, defini/on of True Belonging.  OK, in the “made-me-look” category, I will type out Rohr’s 
“Song of the True Self” in Immortal Diamond (pp. 56-57).  “Within us there is an inner, natural dignity 
(You oKen see it in older folks).  An inherent worthiness that already knows and enjoys (you see it in 
children).  It is an immortal diamond waiRng to be mined and is never discovered undesired.  It is a 
reverence humming within you that must be honoured.  Call it the soul, the unconscious, deep 
consciousness, or the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Call it nothing.  It does not need the right name or right 
religion to show itself.  It does not even need to be understood.  It is usually wordless.  It just is, and 
shows itself best when we are silent, or in love, or both.  I will call it the True Self here.  It is God in All 
Things yet not circumscribed by any one thing.  It is enjoyed only when each part is in union with all 
other parts, because only then does it stand in the full truth.  Once in a while, this True Self becomes 
radiant and highly visible in one lovely place or person.  Superbly so, and for all to see, in the body of 
the Risen Christ.  And note that I did say “body”.  It begins here and now in our embodied state in this 
world.  Thus the Christ Mystery travels the roads of Rme.  Once you have encountered this True Self—
and once is more than enough—the False Self will begin to fall away on its own.  This will take most of 
your life, however, just as it did in Jesus.”  My own concept is the one I raised at the end of chapter 1—
percep/on decep/on 

While this is not directly on track, it does spark from what I just did above.   I will take this opportunity to 
con/nue my intermiUent campaign on this.  I would *love* at some point, if it were considered possible/
doable, to take Wayne’s good idea of themes to follow in a book and flip it.  I call it Opera/on Taking 
Stock.  Or Opera/on What Have We Learned?   To have a book study without a book where, every 2 
weeks maybe, we *study* a theme, go back and see what our various authors have had to say about 
that theme, and compare, contrast and discuss.  Here might be some of the set-up:  1, who is your 
favourite author on the topic and why?  2, who is your least favourite author on the topic and why?  3, 
from your notes or remembrances of the various books, how do you feel your concep/on of the topic 
has developed over the years?  Are you surprised at some changes in you on the topic?  4, what hasn’t 
been said yet to your sa/sfac/on on the topic?  5, do you remember something that another book study 
par/cipant said that really dazzled you about the topic?  Sorry---I am ge`ng carried away! (grin). 

32, middle and boUom, I’m quite struck by how similar in chording this seems to Rohr’s views.  Wouldn’t 
it be fun to have them both on a speaking panel somewhere?   

“brave the wilderness of uncertainty, vulnerability and cri/cism” – by sta/ng the /tle words here, it is 
obviously important text 

33, not at the cost….she doesn’t men/on the word “individuality”, instead it’s sofly inferred. 

Shared fear and disdain---is that, maybe, because one can share fear or disdain without making a true 
effort to understand another person, while loving another person almost invariably does require an 
effort at understanding them? 

33, boUom, pressure to fit in and conform.  A super-recent journals entry: 

* It’s all very well to say during this pandemic “well, there’s a great opportunity now for you to 
search for meaning in your life”.  Ah, but that rests on a faulty premise.  What if you don’t know 
how to search?  Many people—too many---don’t know how to search for meaning.  They only 
know how to be guided to it.  Or herded to it.  Why?  Well, I’m going to go past my normal 



explanaHon that searching is more work and people are inherently lazy.  Instead, I think there’s 
another reason why many are, as a friend derisively puts it, “sheeple”.  The yearning for 
conformity.  To conform, there is a subliminally inherent requirement to be subservient.  If you 
can balance this, you can sHll heed others and have a core of yourself that you can 
simultaneously pursue growing.  That would be to have subservience with meaning, or 
“conscious subservience”.  But when I say humans need a place to know and they need to know 
their place, perhaps it is someHmes more accurate to say that they need a place to *be* and 
need to *be* in their place.  It’s even OK to be a *liMle* selfish.  But that should look like “selfish-
with-purpose” vs. for narcissisHc reasons.  I think a lot of people have fallen into the trap of 
subservience-without-meaning, of going along with the flow because it’s the flow.  I keep 
coming back to this concept---if you can’t quesHon, then you haven’t chosen. 
34, I wonder if her defini/on of spirituality is interchangeable with a defini/on she would use for “faith”.  
Her defini/on of spirituality isn’t bad at all. 

35, I like all those ques/ons, especially #3 

36, top, *has* there been a /me in your life when yours was the *only* voice? 

36, wilderness can also bring thoughts of “cleansing of the soul” and “openness to the wonder of 
nature”---at least it’s some/mes done so with me. 

37, from having read White Fragility---in that sphere, the concept of having hard conversa/ons is ofen 
very, very hard 

38, boUom, accountability.  That’s part of my defini/on of leadership---taking ownership of 
responsibility, and taking responsibility for ownership---of your vision, decisions, ac/ons. 

I have some of these aUributes, but *definitely* not all 

39 middle—“fear will lead us astray and arrogance is even more dangerous”.  While I agree with the 
general proposi/on, there is some wiggle room for me.  *some* fear serves to keep us humble and 
perhaps sharpen the senses, keeps us from complacency.  And the line between confidence and 
arrogance is some/mes very blurred. 

40, top, I tend to say “the path to greatness is sprinkled with sideroads to obscurity”.   

40, her belonging defini/on feels so very much like how Rohr has spoken to us in his books. 

41, and humans are creatures of contradic/on 


