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RE-READ 
 

[5] Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not 
to put it too severely—to all of you. [6] For such a one, this punishment by the majority is 
enough, [7] so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. [8] So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. [9] For 
this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. 
[10] Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have 
forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, [11] so that we would 
not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. 
 

RECAP 
 
Satan’s design is to tear apart the church. He wants our witness to be as sickly and anemic as possible. So, 
what does he do? He promotes unforgiveness. Look again at verse 10: “Anyone whom you forgive, I also 
forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of 
Christ”—why?—“so that we would not be outwitted by Satan” (v. 11). We forgive so that we would not be 
outwitted by Satan.  
 
In the particular case here, in Corinth, the majority of the church (v. 6) had enacted a punishment against 
one of her members that had been enough, that had been sufficient to bring about the desired repentance 
and now Paul calls them to forgiveness so that the church might not be torn apart per Satan’s design.  
 
Of course, commentators debate who the repentant sinner is here. Some say it’s the man Paul encouraged 
the church to discipline back in 1 Corinthians 5, the man who was sleeping with his father’s wife. Others 
see, perhaps, one of the ringleaders in the Anti-Paul movement in Corinth. Whatever the case, Paul’s point 
is clear: when the punishment is enough—in other words, when the erring believer repents of his sin—the 
church has an obligation to forgive. They’re to forgive; they’re to comfort; and they’re to reassure the 
repentant individual that he is loved. The same holds true in our day-to-day forgiveness of one another. We 
are to forgive; we are to comfort; and we are to reassure the one who has wronged us of our love for him.  
 
RESPOND 
 
1. What caught your attention from Sunday’s sermon? What are you still thinking about/mulling over? 

What questions did Sunday’s sermon raise that remain unanswered in your mind? 
 
2. How do you distinguish between personal pain and forgiveness and community pain and 

forgiveness? Which is more important? 
 
3. What are the purposes of church discipline? How would you answer those who suggest that church 

discipline is an intrusion upon, and a violation of, an individual’s freedom? 
 
4. What does it mean to forgive as we have been forgiven? What does it mean to do so “in the 

presence of Christ” (v. 10)? 
 
5. What are Satan's strategies? What are the weapons of our warfare against him? 
 
 


