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There’s No Shame in Asking  

Luke 11:5-13 

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 
5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you 
go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 
bread; 

6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no 
food to offer him.’ 

7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The 
door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t 
get up and give you anything.’ 

8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread 
because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity[e] 
he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and 
to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him 
a snake instead? 

12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 

13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
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Outline  

Priority of Prayer - (v1)

John’s disciples had to pray and Jesus’ disciples wanted to learn better 
how to pray. They did not ask the Master to teach them how to preach or do 
great signs; they asked Him to teach them to pray.
  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposi-on commentary (Vol. 1, p. 214). 
Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

Pattern of Prayer (v2-4)


This is a “pattern prayer,” given to guide us in our own praying (see Matt. 
6:9–15 for the parallel). It teaches us that true prayer depends on a spiritual 
relationship with God that enables us to call Him “Father,” and this can 
come only through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:14–17; Gal. 4:1–7).
  
Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposi-on commentary (Vol. 1, p. 214). 
Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

Persistence of Prayer (v5-8) 

Introduction:


We all have moments in our lives when we require 
the assistance of others. We don’t ever know all 
there is to know or have the skills to do everything 
proficiently or successfully. 
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https://ref.ly/logosres/ntbec?ref=Bible.Lk11.1&off=583&ctx=e+these+advantages!%0a~John%E2%80%99s+disciples+had
https://ref.ly/logosres/ntbec?ref=Bible.Lk11.2-4&off=484&ctx=t+with+this+prayer.%0a~This+is+a+%E2%80%9Cpattern+p
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We certainly don’t expect that of others, either. So it 
makes sense we would have occasion to ask 
someone for help at some point.

The biggest reason many seem to have for staying 
stuck rather than reaching out is fear. People fear 
they will be rejected or told “no,” fear being seen as 
“less than” or weak, or fear being “found out.”

Persistence in prayer (vv. 5–8). In this parable, Jesus did not say that 
God is like this grouchy neighbor. In fact, He said just the opposite. If a 
tired and selfish neighbor finally meets the needs of a bothersome 
friend, how much more will a loving Heavenly Father meet the needs of 
His own dear children! He is arguing from the lesser to the greater

 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposi-on commentary (Vol. 1, p. 215). 
Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you 
go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 
bread; 

6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no 
food to offer him.’ 

7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The 
door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t 
get up and give you anything.’ 

8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread 
because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity[e] 
he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.
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Hospitality was expected in the ancient world, among the 
Jewish people.  They majored on hospitality.  It was part of their 
social duty, more a part of their religious duty.  Part of their duty 
to God to care for the stranger, right?  I mean, that’s Old 
Testament stuff.  They knew what they had to do.  And so this 
poor man who had this guest arrive at midnight at his house, he 
had sort of a difficult dilemma: I can be a poor host or a poor 
neighbor, right? 

Being a poor host was not an option because hospitality was at 
the high level of priorities in cultural considerations.  And he 
knew his neighbor knew it, as well.  So both of then would 
really be doing what’s right, even though it was a bit 
inconvenient for both of them.  So he says, “It’s really not for 
me.  I don’t want a midnight snack.  It’s a friend of mine that’s 
come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before 
him.”  He’s obviously hungry, hasn’t had anything to eat, no 
shops, restaurants, no stockpile of food, nothing.  Very 
different, by the way, from our world, isn’t it?  When you just 
make it every day with the bread you have.

Promises for prayer (vv. 9–13). The tenses of the verbs are important 
here: “Keep on asking … keep on seeking … keep on knocking.” In 
other words, don’t come to God only in the midnight emergencies, but 
keep in constant communion with your Father

  

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and 
to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
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11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him 
a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? 

13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
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