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I went for a walk last week with a friend, and being together—face to 
face—with no technology between us, was a total endorphin rush. I 
joked with him, it’s so good to see you, and I don’t even like you! You 
know you’re feeling isolated when talking with your grocery clerk is 
the highlight of your social calendar. 

I think back to something God said to Adam in the Garden of Eden. 
Remember, he was living in paradise, and yet there was still one 
thing missing: Adam, it’s not good for you to be alone. Whether we 
are high energy or low energy, an introvert or extrovert, no one 
thrives in isolation. No one. 

I suspect very would argue this point with me; Covid restrictions 
have made us painfully aware that we are relational creatures. I share 
these thoughts with you because of our biblical text this morning, 
taken from the Gospel of John. In it, Jesus describes the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit in terms of presence, participation, and 
power. 

The One God we confess has revealed Himself to humanity as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not an “It,” an 
impersonal force or energy; the Holy Spirit is a Person—someone we 
can know, experience, and enjoy. The Holy Spirit is as present here 
with me, as He is with you wherever you are, and at whatever time 
you are listening to these words. 

This morning I’m going to read selectively from John 13-16, and so,  

if you have a Bible with you, please turn with me to John 13:33. 
We’re going to begin by looking at the Holy Spirit’s work in terms of 
presence.  

1. Presence: On the night Jesus was arrested, He and His disciples 
enjoyed a meal, and it was there that He gave them some upsetting 
news. “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am 
going, you cannot come.”  

The disciples had left everything to follow Jesus; they had set their 
hope upon Him as Israel’s Messiah and Saviour. Jesus was leaving 
and they couldn’t follow? What would they do? Where would they 
go? They began to panic.  1

They didn’t understand it at the time, but His leaving had everything 
to do with securing a future for them and for all of us. John 14:2-3, “I 
am going,” Jesus said, “to prepare a place for you. When everything 
is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me 
where I am.”  

Back in November, when I preached on this text, I introduced the 
word “liminality;” it comes from the Latin root, “limen ,” which 2

means “threshold.” When we stand on the threshold of a door, we’re 
somewhere in between, in transition between inside and outside. We 
can think of liminality in terms of leaving one place behind and being 
on route to a destination, or, think about one thing ending while you 
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wait for something new to begin. We could use the term liminality to 
describe the transition between High School and University, between 
singleness and marriage, or pregnancy and parenthood.  

These liminal places are often uncomfortable, confusing, even 
frightening. We don’t know what’s next, or, what it will be like; we 
feel anxious, out of control, in over our heads. The disciples knew 
these emotions firsthand; what were they going to do without Jesus? 

In John 14:16-18, Jesus spoke to these fears, saying, "I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate to help you and be 
with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he 
lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I 
will come to you.”  

Notice the interplay between Father, Son, and Spirit—it’s the basis of 
the Christian doctrine of the Trinity (One God, three persons). The 
Father loved the world so much that He sent the Son, born of Mary—
fully God and fully human in the person of Jesus. And as Jesus 
prepared for death, resurrection, and ascension, He spoke of another  
sending—the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, through the Son. 

Jesus describes the Spirit in two ways: (a) As an Advocate, and, as 
(b) The Spirit of Truth. The word “advocate,” in its original context,  
has a range of meanings that include friend, helper, representative, 
and defender.  Both here, and later in John 15, the Holy Spirit is also 3

described as “the Spirit of truth.” As God, the Spirit speaks what is 

true, but He has a central focus concerning the truth, namely, 
revealing the truth about Jesus—who He is and what He said.  

When Jesus told the disciples that He was leaving, they were afraid; 
afraid of being alone, unsure of where to go and what to do—Jesus 
saw it in their eyes. He gave them a promise: you will not be orphans
—children without a parens—I will come to you. Vs. 17 explains the 
“how”—the Holy Spirit will live in you; it’s the Holy Spirit who 
unites us to Jesus.  

The Christian is never alone; the Holy Spirit is simultaneously 
present everywhere. And so, we don’t leave God behind when we 
move from one location to another, or transition from one season of 
life to another. When we move cities, change schools, or begin a new 
job, God is always present.  

We don’t “bring God with us,” from place to place, or from moment 
to moment, like a favourite sweater packed in a suitcase. No, God is 
everywhere; He has access to every place—and to every person—in 
every moment, for all time.  

He is present where we are today and where we will be tomorrow. He 
is present when we are children, He is present when we are young 
adults, and His presence continues throughout the flowering of 
decades. God saw us as an embryo, He will be with us at our final 
breath, and in every moment in between. 

All of that I’ve just said is true, I believe it with my whole heart, 
but it’s not enough to believe these truths; we are meant to  
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experience them.  

illus: I want to tell you a story that I haven’t told for a long time; it 
comes from an experience I had of the Holy Spirit that has forever 
marked the way I think about God’s presence.  

I was 30 years old, or thereabouts, and I was exhausted. I was a new, 
sleep-deprived-parent. I had just completed a Masters Degree, while 
working full-time, my job responsibilities were growing and 
demanding, and did I mention that I was a sleep-deprived-parent? I 
felt overwhelmed much of the time, and I was dealing with 
tremendous guilt and shame. I wasn’t the husband, father, pastor, or 
disciple that I wanted to be; I was living with a vague—but 
oppressive—sense that I wasn’t measuring up. 

During that time I attended a Christian conference and participated in 
all the things that you might expect from such a conference—
worship, prayer, teaching, etc. But on the last night of the conference, 
while the worship band played, and I was glued to my seat, the Spirit 
gave me vision. When I use the word “vision,” I don’t mean that I 
was given an idea, or a strategic plan, about the future; I saw what I 
can only describe as a movie being played out in my mind while I 
was awake.  

In the first scene I was in an elementary school classroom, I was 
standing behind a teacher who was seated at her desk. She couldn’t 
see me, but I could see her, and more importantly, I saw what she 
was doing. She was marking a student’s test, my test, and it clearly 
wasn’t going well. With red pen in hand, she was crossing out some 
parts and putting large X’s beside other parts. As I sensed her 

disappointment and frustration, fear began to rise and I wanted to 
hide in the shadows.  

Then the scene changed; I was transported from classroom to living 
room. From my vantage point I saw a small child, beginning to take 
it’s first steps. It’s a familiar picture, a toddler takes a faltering step or 
two, and then falls over. They get back up on shaky legs and try 
again. As I watched, I heard my own accusing voice: Pathetic. The 
child’s never going to get it…they can barely stand…they’re falling 
over constantly. 

And then I looked over to my left and I saw the child’s parents, they 
were calling to their son and saying, “You’re doing it! You’re 
walking! You’re such a big boy!” Their arms were open, their hearts 
full, and smiles lit up their faces. In that moment the Spirit spoke to 
me and said, “Mark, for too long you have thought of me as a 
teacher, grading your life like a failed test; I am like a parent who 
delights in their son.” The vision ended and something broke deep 
inside me.  

It’s possible, as you well know, to feel alone even while surrounded 
by others. The Holy Spirit combats an “orphan” mentality through 
presence; not a harsh, condemning, presence, but by radiating the 
loving presence of God. The Spirit is both parent and friend, helper, 
counselor, representative, and defender—the Holy Spirit has our 
back and is fierce in His love for us.  

Romans 8:15-16 says, “the Spirit you received brought about your 
adoption to sonship…The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that 
we are God’s children.” Not abandoned, not orphaned, not criticized, 
accused, and condemned. You have been chosen, invited, accepted, 
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and loved, because of Jesus. All we have to do is say “Yes:” yes to 
Jesus, yes to forgiveness, yes to following, yes to trusting.  

2 + 3. Participation and Power: I’m going to shift gears now and 
speak about the Holy Spirit in terms of participation and power. The 
disciples became anxious when Jesus spoke about leaving, and after 
speaking some words of comfort, Jesus shifted the conversation from 
comfort to preparation.  

Yes, Jesus was leaving, but the work He had begun—establishing 
God’s kingdom—would continue through His disciples. In John 
15:26-27 we read, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to 
you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father
—he will testify about me. And you also must testify”.  

The Holy Spirit is a witness to Jesus and so too are we. Becoming a 
follower of Jesus ushers us from the small circle of self into the much 
larger circle of God’s activity and action in the world. It’s not that 
upon becoming a Christian, we abandon school, work, or play, 
choosing to engage exclusively in “spiritual” activities (like praying, 
bible reading, and working at the church). Instead, we begin to see 
our whole lives—school, work, and play—as the arena through 
which God’s kingdom advances in the world. 

Some of the people God wants to love, forgive, and heal, are people 
you already know. They’re in your English class, or live next door, or 
serve you coffee at JJ Bean. But here’s where things get interesting…
the work Jesus began, the work we’ve been invited into, is  
impossible apart from the presence and power of God.  

Let me share an axiom that I believe holds true: the Holy Spirit’s 
presence leads to participation, and participation provides the 
occasion for power. Allow me to explain. 

In John 14:12-14, Jesus said, “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes 
in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I 
will do it.” 

If you ask me, these words are a bit shocking: “whoever believes in 
me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 
things”. Greater than what He did? Greater than healing the blind and 
paralyzed? Greater than walking on water or raising the dead? 

I want to leave this question for a moment in order to focus on the 
final clause of vs. 12. These “greater things” are tied to Jesus’ 
departure: “they will do even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father.” In light of the verses I’ve already mentioned 
(in chapters 14-16) it’s clear that Jesus is referring to His ascension, 
and, to the coming of the Holy Spirit.  We can’t heal, save, or 4

transform anyone—only God can do this kind of work.  

In John 16:8-10, Jesus points to the internal work of the Holy Spirit 
that precedes the possibility of faith; it is the Spirit who opens the 
mind and heart of a person. The Spirit alone convicts and convinces; 
if a person is to see the truth about Jesus, and, the truth about 
themselves, the Holy Spirit’s work is central. We are invited to 

 Cf. John 14:16-18; 16:7.4
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participate in Jesus’ work, and through the Holy Spirit’s presence and 
power, Jesus will be working through us to do what only He can do.  

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He spoke a word of promise to 
His disciples; in Acts 1:8 we read, “you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”  

The kind of fruitfulness Jesus promised can only be accomplished by 
Him, at work through us, by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit’s 
presence leads to participation, and participation provides the 
occasion for God power to be displayed. God could work without us, 
but His Plan A has always been to work through His people. May He 
find us willing.  

Conclusion: As I conclude this morning, I want to leave you with 
this one final thought. During this time of Covid restriction, we have 
all been asking, “When will things get back to normal?” We long for 
predicability, and the false sense of control that comes along with it. 
Of all that the Spirit has revealed to me, about me, during Covid, the 
most painful has been my tendency to cling to what is temporary. 

Almost everything I hold dear in this life can be taken from me: my 
relationships, my health, my job, financial security—all of it is so…
fragile. But even if all of it were to be taken, the one thing that would 
remain is His presence. In every season of our lives, no matter the 
circumstances, God is always present, and He never changes in His 
goodness towards us. 

He is the Shepherd who is present when we need sustenance and 
restoration. He is present to guide us in times of decision. 

God is as present in the place of abundance as He is in the place of 
trouble; we don’t have to contend with darkness or death alone. Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley…You are with me. 

When we are surrounded by enemies, and feeling abandoned, He is 
the One who stands with us and speaks for us—our Advocate, 
Friend, and Helper. 

He is the One who is present, with goodness and love, through every 
day of our life on earth, and beyond, welcoming us into His eternal 
home.  

And so we take heart, we trust Him, and with His help, we stand 
firm.  

Prayer 
Worship 
Benediction 
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11 Am Drive-in Service 

Lord’s Supper: Many years after Jesus had ascended into heaven, 
one of His disciples, Peter, wrote a letter to a church filled with 
people who had never seen Jesus firsthand. In this regard, they are 
very much like us. Here is what he wrote to encourage them:  
“Though you have not seen [Jesus], you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.”  5

I love those words…an inexpressible and glorious joy. That’s what 
the first disciples experienced when Jesus rose from the dead. And 
our faith is founded on this same joy: Christ has risen, Christ has 
ascended, and Christ will return! 

 At times this Holy Meal of bread and cup is referred to as the Lord’s 
Supper, or Communion, or simply as the Eucharist. The word 
Eucharist means thanksgiving.What Christ has done for us, leads to 
thanksgiving and joy. The same Christ who died and was raised to 
life, is with us today by the Holy Spirit. The death Jesus died, He 
died for us, that we might be forgiven, and adopted into His family. 

At this time, let me encourage you to take the bread…I’ll give 
everyone a few moments to open the package…the body of Christ 
was broken for us—let us partake together.  

And now the cup—the blood of Christ was shed for us—let us drink 
together, with thanksgiving. 

 1 Peter 1:8-9.5
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