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February. The month devoted to love. Card shops and candy shops certainly benefit, even the jewelry stores. But what about the church? Can we 

benefit by taking a closer look at what the Bible tells us about love?  

When Mary and I got married we chose to have the Scripture reading from 1 Corinthians 13—the go to passage on love. However, as the words 

were read I realized what a very tall order to truly love someone really meant.  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered.  

It keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth. 

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Are we extending patience to someone who is absolutely on our last nerve? Do we show kindness to those around us even when they may be 

less than gracious to us? Are we vigilant to not allow pride to creep in to our lives? Do we put another’s needs before our own? Do we dredge up 

old history? Judgment, condemnation, and ridicule have no place in marriage. Not the church either. The church is often called the “bride of 

Christ” and those attitudes and actions certainly are not befitting of Christ’s bride.  

But what about those times we are not so patient, not so kind, and people rub us the wrong way? Like sandpaper to a rough board, God uses 

those people to smooth out the rough edges in our own character. The Bible calls it sanctification. God is in the process of making us more like 

Jesus, and He often uses “sandpaper saints” to do it. How should we respond?  

Love them. 

—Pastor Larry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2021 

NEWSLETTER 
WE EXIST TO GUIDE PEOPLE TOWARD THEIR 

NEXT STEP IN CHRIST. 

March 19-21 
Snowbird Wilderness Outfitters 

Andrews, NC 

Cost: $155/per person 

(includes lodging & meals at camp) 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 7 
 

Email Pastor Scott for more information. 

scott@roundchurch.net  

RC3 will send a team to Costa Rica this 

summer to work alongside Filter of 

Hope missionary, Sean Sutherland.  
 

The lack of clean drinking water is the 

largest killer around the globe. Our team 

will provide life-saving water filters to 

families living in poverty in San Jose. The 

gospel will be shared giving them the hope of the Living Water in 

Christ. 
 

Application (available in the church office/website/church app) & $50 deposit 

due by February 14. 

Trip Cost: $1800/person (includes airfare, in-country travel, food, lodging, 

filters, and other supplies needed) 
 

Our team will include up to 24 people. Members or regular attenders of RC3 

ages 12 and up are welcome to apply for the mission. If a minor applies, a 

parent/guardian/adult family member must also apply and be part of the 

mission team (not just a chaperone, but a team member). 

 

For more information call the church office @ 304.736.8197. 

The Life Skills Ministry is excited to  

announce Hope for the Journey — a 

small group for foster care and adop-

tive families to help shepherd parents 

and caregivers with a deeper under-

standing of their child’s needs. More 

information coming soon. 

We are excited to host Lifeway Women’s 

Live Simulcast in April. This will be a day 

filled with practical Bible teaching with your 

favorite authors. You will not want to miss 

out on this event. 

Ready to Wed is a comprehensive, interactive class for 

marriage preparation. These 10 sessions feature an 

engaging DVD series, insightful workbook and handouts 

for additional resources. From in-laws and finances to 

intimacy and chores, Ready to Wed is an excellent     

pre-marital counseling program to help mentor couples to prepare for the 

joys and challenges of a lifetime marriage.  

Added bonus: You can get a discount on your marriage license just by taking 

this class! 

Dave & Beth Calvert will serve as the mentoring couple. You can find more 

information by visiting our website or the church app. Materials may be 

purchased by clicking the link provided online. 

Register online today!  

 
 

Begins Sunday, February 21 
5 PM │ Room 304 

(If you are uncomfortable meeting in person, you may join by Zoom.) 



Faith Markers 
 To have called Fletcher, Michigan, a “town” would have been a stretch even in its boom days of the late 1800’s. 

Like many such settlements in northern Michigan, born as logging camps, it mostly disappeared as soon as the 

lumber did—leaving a few subsistence farm families trying to scratch a living from the denuded soil. Fletcher isn’t 

even an American crossroads; its two paved byways form a “T”. 

The post office shut down in 1912. My mom was 13 when the school doors closed in 1952, so Grandma and Grand-

pa had to board her and my Uncle Jerry with families in another town for high school. The region is so sparsely 

populated that Ma Bell didn’t even bother running phone lines out that far until the 1970’s. A few farmhouses remain, but Fletcher is home to far 

more hunting shacks than permanent residences. 

A few years ago Uncle Jerry retired from his job as a school superintendent in the state’s Upper Peninsula at the same time his childhood friend, 

Richard, closed out a career as a physicist in Texas. The two of them decided to spend some time recording their Fletcher memories and the pro-

ject grew into a small, self-published history book. 

My cousin Don and I never lived in Fletcher, but Uncle Jerry was glad when we took an interest in the research and spent some summer vacation 

time helping in his investigation. For Don and me it has been a hands-on way to learn about our heritage and we’ve continued even after the 

book was printed. Much of what we do is search for signs of the old settlement to create maps—hunting for old house and barn foundations or 

tracing narrow-gauge railroad grades through the jackpines and scrub oak. 

So we can more readily find these spots when we return, we leave markers for ourselves—often a pile of four or five rocks beneath a tree next to 

the closest road or trail. 

The children of Israel built a stone marker too. When God temporarily halted the flow of the Jordan River so the Israelites could enter the Prom-

ised Land with the Ark of the Covenant, He told Joshua to have 12 men, one from each tribe, pick up a large stone from the middle of the river 

bed to create a monument on the other side. 

“When your children ask you,  ’What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the Ark of the Covenant 

of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel      

forever” (Joshua 4:6-7). 

God knew that His people would face intimidating enemies and seemingly insurmountable obstacles in their new land, and He constructed the 

monument so they would have a reminder of His awesome might and the way His promises are always fulfilled. 

Do you make note of God’s activities in your life? These moments are your spiritual heritage—create ways to remember them and call upon 

these markers to give you, your family, and those around you renewed confidence that God’s supremacy will carry us through any trials we   

encounter. 

 SC 

 

 

If you prefer to read this newsletter on our website or if you prefer to not receive this publication in the mail,  

please let us know by emailing mary@roundchurch.net or call the church office @ 304.736.8197. 

the 

with Steve Cotton 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biblical Theology │ Community │ Outreach 

 

Small Groups 
 

Some of our Small Groups have resumed meeting in person. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, groups will have to adapt to the 

changes necessary to provide a safe environment for every-

one. At this time there will be no childcare offered for groups. 

(When the C-19 spread decreases, restrictions may be relaxed 

cautiously and safely.) 
 

Leaders will be in contact with you to give the latest update on 

your particular group. 

 

 

 

We encourage you to continue working with your children 

 to help them memorize scripture from their books. 

Hopefully club will resume soon. 

Purity Retreat  
(22 young people plan to attend this retreat at Snowbird!) 

February 19-21 
 

Snowbird Summer Camp 
June 28 — July 3 

If you are interested in earning a full scholarship to SWO this summer, here is your 
challenge! Memorize and recite the book of Philippians. You may memorize in the 
translation of your choice. (Only students who are members and/or regularly attend 
RC3 are eligible.) 

 
Pastor Bryan Hagley 

304.736.8197   │   bryan@roundchurch.net   │   Insta & FB: RC3 Student Ministries 

We will continue to do our best to keep you informed as we 

prayerfully consider how to have all our ministries fully function-

ing again. Look for updates on social media, Sunday bulletins, and 

this newsletter. 

We encourage you to pray with us and share your input with one 

of the pastors if you have a suggestion to be considered. 

We have maintained our sanitizing protocols, our Greeters    

continue to open the doors for everyone, masks are provided for 

those who enter without one, and the Worship Center seating is 

socially distanced. We want you to feel safe to return to corpo-

rate worship.  


