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welcoming
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Opening —  
Bill Way

3



Housekeeping
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Sept. 14 1 introductions
Sept. 21 2 Chapters 1 and 2  

Sept 28 3 Chapters 3 and 4
Oct. 5 4 Chapter 5, 6, 7

Oct. 12 No Class
Oct. 19 5 Chapters 8 and 9
Oct. 26 6 Chapters 10 and 11
Nov. 2 7 Chapters 12 and 13
Nov. 9 8 Chapters 14 and 15

Nov. 16 9 Chapters 16 and 17
Nov. 23 10 Appendices and Windup 

andanWWWindup 

10 Sessions



 Words from 
Wayne
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UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR

“The more I come to know the immediate and 
particular, the more I come to understand the 

general and universal.”



Jesus and Christ 
Creation and Redemption 
East and West 
Indigenous Spirituality
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Four Major Themes



Questions / thoughts from Chapter 3 and 4

What do Rohr’s chapters 3 and 4 have to do with me?   
Maybe Christ is the same thing as Energy - (TAT—acupuncture, reiki, energy 
therapies that clear negative emotions and past traumas) —“Love is the energy 
that sustains the universe, moving us toward a future of resurrection. We do not 
need to call it love or God or resurrection for its work to be done.” 
Revealed in Us — As Us:  … Christ as an afterimage of Jesus — In a sense there is 
an outline that people can shape to their own meaning, but there is a building block 
to base our thoughts and beliefs on. 
There are two divergent paths: those who wish to pursue unity and those who 
‘need’ to be right.  (initial concept of ‘original sin.’)  
“Don’t start by trying to love God, or even people: love rocks and elements first, 
move to trees, then animals, and then humans. Angels will soon seem like a real 
possibility, and God is then just a short leap away. It works. In fact, it might be the 
only way to love, because how you do anything is how you do everything. “
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COMMENTS…
“When you can honour and receive your 
own moment of sadness or fullness as a 
gracious participation in the eternal 
sadness or fullness of God, you are 
beginning to recognize yourself as a 
participating member of the one Universal 
Body . You are moving from I to We. …”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytxq8KEBcPE

Fr. Richard Rohr: Christ Part Three

More from Fr. 
Richard Rohr

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytxq8KEBcPE


THE PATTERN OF SPIRITUAL 
TRANSFORMATION
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Appendix II

ORDER

DISORDER

REORDER

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QfI2bw653wc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfI2bw653wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfI2bw653wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfI2bw653wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfI2bw653wc


Chapter 5: 
Love is the Meaning
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Love is the foundational, transformative 
force that Jesus introduces to humanity.

It is an open-ended flow of energy 
allowing future possibilities.

It is a ‘waking up’, not a ‘cleaning up.’ 



Chapter 6: A Sacred 
Wholeness
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The contributions of two ‘anonymous’ 
Christians: 

• Etty Hillesum and Carl Jung 
Through them, the voice of God can speak to us. 

Embrace the Christ mystery that creates 
wholeness in us.



Going Somewhere Good
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 Where is all this going?
the key image — fire

Fire is a primal change - agent:  
• that destroys and renews. 
• that shapes and engages us with God’s 

emerging future.
Christ assures us that life’s goal has a meaning point. 

Resurrection is not a one-time thing — rather an 
ongoing reality. 

“Life doesn’t have to be perfect to be wonderful.”



Concluding thoughts about 
chapters 5, 6 and 7 ….

      
    What do you think?
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Jesus/Christ love… 

…awakens us to ever-new possibilities. 
It points to wholeness/completeness of 
life; not moral perfection. And to God's 
continuous, unfolding future. 



Time to Talk
Issues, questions, topics raised on 
Chat 

What can I apply to my life from 
Chapter 5? Love is the Meaning  

Chapter 6? Sacred Wholeness 

Chapter 7? Going Somewhere Good
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For Next Session 
October 19, 2020
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Read Chapters 8 and 9: 
8.  DOING AND SAYING 
9. THINGS AT THEIR DEPTH

Opening and Closing next 
week: Joan Gray



The Last Word belongs to 
Bill

 closing
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