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A Life Like No Other: Jesus the Incarnate Word 

• The options as to who Jesus is and what Jesus did can basically be reduced to four: 

1. ____________________ (someone who simply was not who he claimed to be and knew it) 

2. ____________________ (someone who thought he was somebody, but in fact he was not) 

3. ____________________ (someone who was not who others later imagined him to be) 

4. ____________________ (He is who He said He is and His birth, life, death, and resurrection 

prove it to be true) 

• Who do people say Jesus is? What do people say Christianity is about? 

• It is absolutely essential that we get the “__________________  __________________” right! 

• John, the son of Zebedee and brother of James, wrote five books of the New Testament. 

o He wrote the Gospel of John to convert sinners. 

o He wrote the epistles of John to confirm the saints. 

o He wrote the book of Revelation to coronate the Savior. 

• Purpose in writing: 

o John 20:31 

o Revelation 1:19 

o 1 John 1:4, 2:1, 2:26, 5:13 

• Themes of 1 John: 

o Right ____________________ in Jesus 

o Right ____________________ to God’s commands 

o Right ____________________ for one another 

 

Have a Passion to Know This Life (1 John 1:1-2) 
1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 
observed and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2 that life was revealed, and we 
have seen it and we testify and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed 
to us— 
 

• Great beginnings in the Bible: 

o Genesis 1:1 – beginning of creation 

o Mark 1:1 – beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ 

o John 1:1 – the Word who is God and was there in the beginning 

o 1 John 1:1 – the incarnate Son, who became a man in the person of Jesus of Nazareth 
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• He Is Divine 

o There has never been a time when the Son was not. Never. He was before the 

beginning, in the beginning, and from the beginning. (John 8:58, Exodus 3:14, John 

10:30, John 14:9) 

• He Is Human 

o John, as an eyewitness, says four things concerning the humanity of Jesus: 

 We heard Him with our ears. 

 We saw Him with our eyes. 

 We touched Him with our hands. 

 We testify and declare, as bona fide eyewitnesses, this “eternal life that was 

with the Father and was revealed to us.” 

• Why does John emphasize Jesus’ humanity and deity at the beginning of his letter? What 

happens if we do not affirm either or both? 

 

“Many are willing to believe in Christ if he remains a merely spiritual reality. But when we preach 
that Christ has become a particular man in a particular place issuing particular commands and dying on a 
particular cross exposing the particular sins of our particular lives, then the preaching ceases to be 
acceptable for many. 

“I don’t think it is so much the mystery of a divine and human nature in one person that causes most 
people to stumble over the doctrine of the incarnation. The stumbling block is that if the doctrine is 
true, every single person in the world must obey this one particular Jewish man. Everything he says is 
law. Everything he did is perfect. And the particularity of his work and word flow out into history in the 
form of a particular inspired book (written in the particular languages of Greek and Hebrew) that claims 
a universal authority over every other book that has ever been written. 

“This is the stumbling block of the incarnation—when God becomes a man, he strips away every 
pretense of man to be God. We can no longer do our own thing; we must do what this one Jewish man 
wants us to do. We can no longer pose as self-sufficient, because this one Jewish man says we are all 
sick with sin and must come to him for healing. We can no longer depend on our own wisdom to find 
life, because this one Jewish man who lived for 30 obscure years in a little country in the Middle East 
says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

“When God becomes a man, man ceases to be the measure of all things, and this man becomes the 
measure of all things. This is simply intolerable to the rebellious heart of men and women. The 
incarnation is a violation of the bill of human rights written by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. It is 
totalitarian. It’s authoritarian! Imperialism! Despotism! Usurpation! Absolutism! Who does he think he 
is! 

“GOD!” 
(Piper, “Eternal Life”) 
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Have a Passion to Share This Life (1 John 1:3) 
3 what we have seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

• How does an encounter with Jesus fuel missions? 

• We Want to Invite Everyone into Our Fellowship 

o The main verb of the prologue (v. 1-4): declare, proclaim, announce 

o John says we cannot remain ____________________ about this eternal life-giving 

Word. 

o Fellowship: koinonia 

 Sharing in common something that is ____________________ and 

____________________. 

o John so loves the church, the believing community of faith in Jesus, that he wants to 

invite everyone to become a part. No one is to be excluded from this invitation. No one 

who comes by the way of Jesus—the Word who gives life, eternal life, a life of both 

quality and quantity—will be denied entrance. The moment you enter into a personal 

relationship with Him, this life is yours. And this fellowship is yours as well. 

• We Want to Invite Everyone into Our Family 

o The fellowship that exists among followers of Jesus is far ____________________ and 

____________________ than that of a college fraternity or sorority, favorite sports 

team or community club, or national identity or ethnic heritage. 

o We are a “fellowship family.” When Jesus becomes our Savior, God becomes our Father. 

o Unlike every other religion in the world, Christianity brings us into 

____________________ relationship with a God who is Savior and Father. 

o Our brothers and sisters are “from every nation, tribe, people, and language.” (Rev. 7:9) 
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Have a Passion to Enjoy This Life (1 John 1:4) 
4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 

• God is glorified in us when we find our ____________________ in Him. 

• Promote Joy That Is Full (1 John 1:4) 

o John echoed Jesus: 

 11 I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be 

complete. (John 15:11) 

 24 Until now you have asked for nothing in my name. Ask and you will receive, so 

that your joy may be complete. (John 16:24) 

• Press On in Holiness (1 John 2:1) 

o 1 My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the righteous one. 2 He 
himself is the atoning sacrifice, for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of 
the whole world. 3 This is how we know that we know him: if we keep his commands. 
4 The one who says, “I have come to know him,” and yet doesn’t keep his commands, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps his word, truly in him the love of 
God is made complete. This is how we know we are in him: 6 The one who says he 
remains in him should walk just as he walked. 7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new 
command but an old command that you have had from the beginning. The old 
command is the word you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing you a new command, which is 
true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already 
shining. 9 The one who says he is in the light but hates his brother or sister is in the 
darkness until now. 10 The one who loves his brother or sister remains in the light, and 
there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But the one who hates his brother or sister is in 
the darkness, walks in the darkness, and doesn’t know where he’s going, because the 
darkness has blinded his eyes. (1 John 2:1-11) 
 

o Is living in holiness a burden or a blessing? How has holiness been misunderstood? 

o Christians never become __________________ in their time on earth, but they should 

__________________  __________________ as they enjoy their new life in Christ. This 

striving to be more and more like Jesus is a life of joy lived not out of obligation, but 

gratitude—gospel gratitude, because Jesus died the death we should have died (1 John 

2:2) and He lived the life we should have lived (1 John 2:6). This life of holiness is marked 

particularly by joy, by keeping Christ’s commands (1 John 2:3), and by loving one 

another (1 John 2:10). 
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• Pursue Correct Doctrine (1 John 2:26) 

o 26 I have written these things to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. 

(1 John 2:26) 

o John’s theology is doctrinal, practical, and pastoral. 

o Those who would deceive us with false doctrine are designated “antichrists.” 

o 18 Children, it is the last hour. And as you have heard that antichrist is coming, even now 

many antichrists have come. By this we know that it is the last hour. (1 John 2:18) 

o 22 Who is the liar, if not the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This one is the 

antichrist: the one who denies the Father and the Son. (1 John 2:22) 

o 3 but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming; even now it is already in the world. (1 John 

4:3) 

o 7 Many deceivers have gone out into the world; they do not confess the coming of Jesus 

Christ in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. (2 John 7) 

o John had no interest in a “Jesus minus theology” or a “Jesus plus theology.” 

• Provide Assurance of Salvation (1 John 5:13) 

o 13 I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 

you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:13) 

o True or false: If you are 99% certain you are saved, you are 100% lost. 

o Avenues of assurance: 

 Look to Christ and Believe 

 Look to the Cross and Trust 

 Examine our Obedience and our Affections 


