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Reading: Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart.  

He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 

respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 

saying, "Grant me justice against my opponent.' For a while he refused; but 

later he said to himself, "Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 

anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so 

that she may not wear me out by continually coming.' " And the Lord said, 

"Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his 

chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping 

them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 

Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 

 

 

Perseverance is a trait that is much admired in our society and with good reason. 

Those who do not try - and try again - until they succeed - are bound to fail. While 

those who do persist, who labour unceasingly, who hang in, generally accomplish a 

great deal. 

 

The parable today seems to be a classical example of the link between persistence 

and blessing; between unflagging doggedness and achieving one's goal. Luke sets 

the story in the context of a challenge Jesus makes to his disciples to pray always 

and not lose heart.  His story describes a widow who wouldn't give up until she has 

got what she wanted from an uncaring – an unjust - judge.  Jesus concludes the 

story by saying: "And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him 

day and night?" 

 

The lesson seems clear - persevere and you will be blessed. Today however I want 

to challenge you by questioning that teaching. Indeed I want to suggest to you that 

Jesus was trying to tell his disciples something entirely different.  

 

To be sure, this is a story of perseverance. Time and time again this woman kept 

coming to the judge with her plea, “Grant me justice against my adversary.” 
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At first the judge responded with silence. He didn’t make a move to help her. His 

heart was hard and harsh; he had no interest in helping anyone who would not 

benefit his career or fill his pockets.  

 

But the poor widow kept on coming and coming, pleading and pleading. She would 

not let the judge rest and notice what happened. The judge, who did not fear God 

and did not regard anyone’s opinions, finally gave in to the widow and gave her the 

justice she was seeking.  

 

Why? Because she would not give up and he could not get rid of her. She would not 

accept silence or take no for an answer. She kept coming and coming and coming 

day after day.  

 

And so the judge finally said, “Even though I don’t fear God or care what people 

think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so 

that she stop bothering me!”  

 

Persistence in prayer is not however the message of Jesus’ parable in this parable. 

To remind you - the opening line was: "Then Jesus told them a story about their 

need to pray always and not to lose heart"   

 

The concluding line is "I tell you, God will quickly grant justice to those 

who cry to him day and night.... and yet when the Son of Man comes, will he find 

faith on earth?" 

 

This is a parable about faith; faith in God’s mercy, faith in God’s justice, and a trust 

in God, not a reliance on the whims and wisps of human jurisprudence.  

 

Jesus’ parable is not about persistent prayer eventually bringing about justice. 

Jesus’ parable is not about a justification through “works” — even if those “works” 

are prayers and actions for justice. Rather Jesus’ parable is about a call for 

unflagging faith and unceasing prayer in a world that so often does not and will not 

respond…. 
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"We come here for strength." 

 

That’s how Laurie Odjick, from the Quebec First Nations community of Kitigan 

Zibi in Canada, explains her involvement in the eighth annual Sisters in Spirit 

gathering. 

 

Odjick and hundreds of other women gathered on the steps of Parliament Hill. They 

gathered, as they have done for each of the eight other gatherings, to demand 

justice. 

 

They want the Canadian government to hold a national inquiry into missing and 

murdered aboriginal women in Canada dating back to the 1960s. 

 

Some estimate the number of missing and murdered women at 600; others say the 

figure could be much higher. The Native Women’s Association of Canada says 

many cases have gone undocumented. 

 

Reminiscent of the mothers of Argentina, who, in weekly protests on the Plaza de 

Mayo for nearly 30 years, carried photographs of their children who had been 

“disappeared” by the military dictatorship of Argentina. The Sisters in Spirit in 

Ottawa carried photographs of missing women and girls and two large display 

boards filled with hundreds of felt figures representing aboriginal women. 

 

Like the mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, the First Nations women of Ottawa are 

gathering international recognition and support. The United Nations special 

rapporteur on indigenous rights is traveling around Canada speaking with aboriginal 

leaders and governments. His attention is being drawn to the issue of the missing 

and murdered women. 

 

Imagine; a judge, a man of power in the community, but he was finally cowered by 

this poor widow. This widow was persistent. She refused to let this corrupt judge 

go! It’s one of those quirky little parables that Jesus loved to tell. But he adds a very 

serious moral to it: “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who 

cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see 

that they get justice, and quickly.”  
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These words are for people who are suffering unjustly for their faith. These words 

are for those who gather on Parliament Hill demanding justice for their missing 

sisters.  

 

“Hang in there, God hears your prayers. Hang in there and trust God and you will 

not be denied.”  

 

We talked about this last week how important it is to keep trusting God, no matter 

what your situation even in times of difficulty we as people of faith are to trust God 

and show gratitude. This is a major part of the meaning of faith.  

 

Having faith is more than simply saying, “I believe in God.” Having faith is trusting 

God whatever the circumstance. That’s a simple analogy, but a powerful truth. The 

greatest problem that most of us have is either an insufficient faith or an inadequate 

God. Trust God and hang on. Trust God and keep going. Trust God and keep 

coming back demanding justice until God gives you a victory. The fact is many 

people experience defeat in life because they simply give up too soon.  

 

This is particularly important in serving Christ. Some people get their feelings hurt 

in a church meeting or over some issue or disagreement, and suddenly they’re 

missing from the fellowship. Others get burned out, because the results of their 

labors in the church go unnoticed nor seem to make any difference. Christ is 

speaking directly to you. Hang in there. The results of our labors are not in vain. 

Have faith! 

 

We love stories of justice like the one this week where a Vancouver-area man was 

convicted of human trafficking in a case involving a live-in nanny and was 

sentenced to 18 months in jail by the B.C. Supreme Court in Vancouver. Stories 

like this however tell of one form of “justice” the kind of justice that is truly good 

for a few individuals, but doesn’t really change anything long term. The basic 

brokenness of human relationships insures that injustices will continue. That is the 

reality of this world.  
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But as people of faith we know that is not God’s reality. This is not the reality of the 

world yet to come. That is not the eternal vision of hope that the “kingdom of God” 

offers. No quick fixes. No band-aids on bad things. Rather when Jesus spoke about 

the kingdom he was not offering a piecemeal, fix-it-up remedy for the wrongs 

suffered in this world. The Kingdom of God, which I remind you is God’s vision is 

something new, something different, and something that replaces one reality with a 

new reality— that of a sinful, broken world — with a new reality, a world made 

whole and living in covenant with God’s design for shalom and love.  

 

So this coming week may each of us be found among those of faith living in that 

kingdom?  

 

May it be so. Amen 


