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Let me begin today with a question. Do we as Christians know 

what we are doing? That is to say do we really understand where 

we are going and what we are about to do when we follow Jesus? I 

suggest to you that we rarely think about the cost of discipleship in 

our post-modern-modern world. But the cost can come in many 

ways. To be a practising Christian and really trying to follow to 

follow the teachings and example of Jesus is often hard and 

beyond our capabilities. 

 

When Jesus preached and taught about discipleship, he never failed 

to make hamburger out of some of the most sacred cows for 

success in the first-century world. In today's gospel text, the beast 

Jesus slays seems particularly sanctified and sacred - the primacy 

of the family.  

 

There's a huge chasm between what we think of family today and 

the family of the 1st century. Back then the family was the centre 

of social structure. Compare that with families today that are 

separated by huge distances, estranged through self-absorption or 

disinterest, shredded and patch-worked by divorces, infidelities, 

addictions or incarcerations. In spite of this however we can still be 

shocked and appalled by the forcefulness with which Jesus 

dismisses conventional family-ties in today's gospel text. In order 

to truly be his disciple, Jesus declares, we must "hate father and 

mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 

itself" (verse 26).  

 

That’s what He said, “Hate!” Of all the hard sayings of Jesus some 

call this the hardest of the hard. How could such horrible-sounding 

advice create strong, faithful disciples? This rejection of the family 

as our primary connection, our safe harbor in a heartless world, 

and the rightful recipient of our greatest loyalty, is hard to 

swallow.  
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In the first century, far more so than today, the family was one's 

most fundamental source of self-identity. Your clan, your tribe, 

your people made you what you were and determined where and 

how your life would be lived. Did you get to pick where you would 

live? No, your family did. Did you get to choose what you would 

do for a living? No, your family did. Did you get to choose whom 

you would marry? No, your family did.  

 

It was that very influence, that essential hold on heart and head that 

Jesus called his disciples to reject and yes even to hate. Jesus' harsh 

words shocked and shook up that crowd of would-be disciples for 

he called them to understand love and loyalty in a whole new way. 

He called upon them to re-evaluate their priorities. These earthly 

connections that we all feel make us who we are - a father, a 

mother, a husband, a wife, a brother, a sister, a son, a daughter - 

are however only secondary identities.  

 

So what we are? Yes, we are all human beings but we are more for 

we are unique in that we are human beings who have chosen a 

particular path in life. We are Christians, followers of the teachings 

and example of Jesus Christ. And as pilgrims on that path we are 

first and foremost servants of the Most High God, disciples of the 

kingdom, faithful followers of the One who is the Way, the Truth, 

the Life.  

 

Jesus knew that the road disciples follow is neither easy nor safe. 

Any distracted disciple whose loyalty is fractured between family 

and faith can never hope to bear the burden of the cross each one 

of us is called to carry.  
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Jesus knew that just as he would be rejected, abused, and killed by 

the world, that his disciples would also face extreme hostility and 

hatred. But if disciples could hate, that is reject, the earthly ties that 

bound them to human allegiances and loyalties first and foremost, 

then they could focus their faith and draw their strength from God's 

power, God's love, God's community. It’s called putting first things 

first. 

 

Jesus went against common sense, against conventional wisdom, 

by declaring the family's strength couldn't be the source of his 

disciples' strength. Here’s the point, living as a Christian, as a 

disciple, our/your primary identity isn't in family or the world but 

rather in Christ. Only by letting go of our baggage: letting go of 

family, letting go of fear, letting go of control, letting go even of 

one's own life and picking up the cross - can disciples hope to save 

their lives, save their families, save the world and experience 

wholeness.  

 

Let’s be clear. Discipleship is no call for milk-toast types to blindly 

follow well-worn paths towards piety or inner peace. Rather, 

discipleship is a call to strike out on new, even unexplored routes 

as directed by the divine will.  

 

To follow Jesus we must establish our priorities; we must count the 

cost and we must be willing to pay the price. In no uncertain terms 

Jesus told the crowd, “Any of you who are not willing to give up 

everything cannot be my disciple.”  

 

In today’s world this is a hard sell. I am fully aware that this is not 

the message that the world or even we for that matter want to hear. 

Nonetheless this is the message that we have received. This is what 

Jesus said. 
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Let me ask you, can it be any clearer than that? Jesus spells out the 

extremely high cost of discipleship. It will cost all that you have. If 

you should choose to follow, there is no part of life immune to that 

call. None of us, clergy and laity alike, can escape the need to 

establish our priorities, count the cost, and pay the price. 

 

I wondered what would have come of the church if Jesus’ disciples 

had not made those ultimate sacrifices. If they had not paid the 

price of discipleship with their very lives where would the church 

be? Geographically Christianity is the most widely diffused of all 

faiths, and a third of the earth’s 6 billion people claim Christ as 

their Lord. What kind of church would we be if the 12 had put 

down their crosses? 

 

So let me ask you: What if every member of our church practiced 

discipleship as you do and supported the church and God’s call to 

ministry and discipleship just as you do?...  

 

Now please don’t misunderstand me, I’m not pointing fingers or 

passing judgment, I’m just saying “What if?”  

 

I am only one, 

but still I am one. 

I cannot do everything, 

But still I can do something; 

And because I cannot do everything 

I will not refuse to do the something I can do. 

 

Indeed, let anyone with ears to hear listen. 


