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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
| Evening Prayer
december , 

CATHEDRAL VISION | We envision a Cathedral which is radically inclusive, 
restlessly inquisitive, intentional, and inspired. This is a place that is called to 
lead and to serve, in communion and in community, with healing, reconciliation, 
and love, living out Christian mission. Together, we look to the power of Christ 
for the transformation of each person, this city, and the world. We recognize our 
history and traditions, while seeking renewal and growth. Curious and adaptable, 
this chorus has room for all voices. Whoever you are, wherever you come from, 
whomever you love, and regardless of what you may bring or are searching for, 
you are welcome here.

illustration Mary Jane Muir
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CATHEDRAL SERVICES & DAILY READINGS

welcome! Th ank you for joining the Cathedral’s St. Brigid’s community online for worship during
Th e Fourth Sunday of Advent. 
Th is Evening Prayer service takes place on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory 
of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations in the heart of Vancouver. 

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
  Advent Feria
  Daily Readings •  Song of Solomon 2:8-14;
   Psalm 33:1-5, 20-22; Luke 1:39-45

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
  Advent Feria
  Daily Readings • 1 Samuel 1:19-28; 
  Psalm 122; Luke 1:46-56

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23
  Advent Feria
  Daily Readings • Malachi 3:1-5; 
  Psalm 25:1-14; Luke 1:57-66

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
 Christmas Eve
 pm Gospel for the City with Eucharist 
  | Livestream
  Preacher: Th e Rev. Marnie Peterson
  Music: Quartet & Rupert Lang, organist
  ASL interpretation provided
 pm Mass for the City | Livestream
  Preacher: Dean Christopher A. Pappas
  Music: Quartet & Rupert Lang, organist
  ASL interpretation provided
  Daily Readings • Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; 
  Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14

 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
 Christmas Day
 :am Choral Eucharist | Livestream
  Preacher: Th e Rev. Jonathan Pinkney
  Music: Quartet & Rupert Lang, organist
  ASL interpretation provided
  Daily Readings •  Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; 
  Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
  Feria in Christmastide 
  Daily Readings • 1 John 1:1-4; 
  Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26;  John 1:1-5

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
 Th e First Sunday After Christmas

 :am Choral Eucharist | Livestream
  Preacher: Dean Christopher A. Pappas
  Music: Quartet & Rupert Lang, organist
  ASL interpretation provided

 :pm St. Brigid’s Evening Prayer | Zoom
  Preacher: Th e Rev. Jonathan Pinkney
  Music: Ben Dobyns, pianist
  Daily Readings • Isaiah 61:10 — 62:3; 
   Psalm 148; 
   Galatians 4:4-7; 
   Luke 2:22-40

 Please go to Sunday Services on the 
 Cathedral’s website for the links.
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St. Brigid’s Evening Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Prelude

Presider Light and peace in Jesus Christ our hope. 
All  Th anks be to God. 

Silence is kept. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle
Presider On the fourth Sunday of Advent: 
 we light a candle for Hope for all of God’s people.

One reads We light this candle for all God-bearers,
 saying ‘yes’ to God’s challenge,
 accepting the pain and joy of an unknown future.
All God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope.

Th e Collect
Leader God of scandalous love,
 Mary consented to bear the shame and carry your Word within herself: 
 may her courage give hope to women and men 
 who yearn to sing new songs of justice and fi nd the world a dwelling place for God; 
 through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.
All Amen.

Opening Hymn Unexpected and Mysterious Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm (1961 – ); 
  Music: St. Helena, Calvin Hampton (1938 – 1984)
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Th anksgiving 
Presider Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 
All It is right to off er thanks and praise. 

Presider Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 
 creator of light and darkness, to you be glory and praise for ever. 
 As evening falls, you renew your promise 
 to reveal among us the light of your presence. 
 May your word be a lantern to our feet and a light upon our path 
 so that we may behold your coming among us. 
 Strengthen us in our stumbling weakness and free our tongues to sing your praise.

 Blessed be God: Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit. 
All Blessed be God for ever. 

The Proclamation of the Word. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Th e Psalm 
Reader Luke 1:46b-55 

  And Mary said, “My soul magnifi es the Lord, * 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
  for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. *
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
  for the Mighty One has done great things for me, *
   and holy is his name. 
  His mercy is for those who fear him *
   from generation to generation. 
  He has shown strength with his arm; *
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
  He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, *
   and lifted up the lowly; 
  he has fi lled the hungry with good things, *
   and sent the rich away empty. 
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  He has helped his servant Israel, *
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
  according to the promise he made to our ancestors, *
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.” 
Reader  Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:
All  as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel Hymn Th e Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834 – 1924);  
  Music: Gabriel’s Message, Basque carol

Th e Reading
Gospel Luke 1:26-38

Reader Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
All Th anks be to God.

Th e Sermon Th e Rev. Dixie Black

*Refl ection time in chat with music.
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Th e Responsory 
Presider My soul is waiting for you, Light of my salvation: in your word is my hope.
All My soul is waiting for you, Light of my salvation: in your word is my hope.

Presider  Th ere is forgiveness with you, so that you shall be held in awe.  
All My soul is waiting for you, Light of my salvation: in your word is my hope. 

Presider  Reveal among us the light of your presence, so that we may behold your power and glory. 
All My soul is waiting for you, Light of my salvation: in your word is my hope. 

Th e Canticle 
Th e Magnifi cat (Luke 1:46-55) Holden

Reader  Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:
All  as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Affi  rmation of Faith 
Hear, O Israel
All  Hear, O Israel, 
  the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
  Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
  with all your soul, with all your mind,
  and with all your strength. 

  Th is is the fi rst and the great commandment. 
  Th e second is like it:
  Love your neighbour as yourself.
  Th ere is no commandment greater than these.

The Prayers of the Community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Th e Litany
Leader Watchful at all times, 
 let us pray to God for strength to stand with confi dence. 
 God, our Maker and Redeemer, fi ll the earth with justice and compassion.
All God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Leader Establish righteousness in the nations.
All God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Leader Bind up the broken-hearted, restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen.
All God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Leader Shine the light of Christ on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death. 
All God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Leader Empower us, with all the saints in light, to be your witnesses in the world.
All God of Mary and Joseph, hear and have mercy.

Additional intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings may be off ered in silence or aloud.
Among these concerns it is appropriate to remember .

Among these concerns it is appropriate to remember 
 • the church, that we may be ready for the coming of Christ; 
 • the leaders of the church; 
 • the nations, that they may seek peace and reconciliation; 
 • those who are working for justice in the world; 
 • & the broken, that they may fi nd God’s healing.
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Leader O God of Elizabeth and Mary, 
 you visited your servants with news 
 of the world’s redemption in the coming of the Saviour. 
 Make our hearts leap with joy 
 and fi ll our mouths with songs of praise, 
 so that we may announce glad tidings of peace 
 and welcome the Christ in our midst.
All Amen.

Th e Lord’s Prayer 
Presider Awaiting their coming in glory 
 and gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
 let us pray as our Saviour taught us.
All Our Father/Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen.

Hymn Silent Night (CP 119) Text: Joseph Mohr (1792 – 1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820 – 1885); 
  Music: Melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787 – 1863), alt.; 
  harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824 – 1910); Stille Nacht

 1.  Silent night! Holy night!
  All is calm, all is bright
  round yon virgin mother and child.
  Holy infant so tender and mild,
  sleep in heavenly peace,
  sleep in heavenly peace.

 2. Silent night! Holy night!
  Shepherds quake at the sight:
  glories stream from heaven afar,
  heavenly hosts sing alleluia,
  Christ the Saviour is born,
  Christ the Saviour is born.

 3. Silent night! Holy night!
  Son of God, love’s pure light
  radiant beams from thy holy face,
  with the dawn of redeeming grace,
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Blessing the Community
All May the saving hope of the coming infant Christ fi ll you with expectation, 
 the joy of Mary’s song surround you and give you courage, 
 the faith of the prophets strengthen your resolve to work for the redemption of the world, 
 and the blessing of God, Source of all being, 
 eternal Word and Holy Spirit, be with you this day and always.
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All music is printed with permission: License #705, LicenSing – Copyright Cleared Music for Churches, & OneLicense.net #A-729001. All rights reserved.

Th e Dismissal
Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
All Th anks be to God. 

Presider May Christ, when they come, 
 fi nd us watching and waiting. 
All Amen. 

the fourth sunday of advent
Sunday, December , 

*:am � Choral Eucharist | Livestream
pm � Nine Lessons & Carols 

| Livestream (pre-recorded)
:pm � St. Brigid’s Evening Prayer | Zoom

christmas eve
Th ursday, December , 

*pm � Gospel for the City with Eucharist | Livestream
*pm � Mass for the City | Livestream

christmas day
Friday, December , 

:am � Choral Eucharist | Livestream

the fi rst sunday after christmas
Sunday, December , 

*:am � Choral Eucharist | Livestream
:pm � St. Brigid’s Evening Prayer | Zoom

Experience Christmas
at christ church cathedral

[ A Journey Like No Other ]

Go to thecathedral.ca/news/experience-christmas-at-
christ-church-cathedral for more info.

* asl interpretation available *
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VST Announces 2021 Honorary Doctor of Divinity Recipient
INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED CONDUCTOR, COMPOSER, EDUCATOR & PERFORMER
DECEMBER 10, 2020 | PRESS RELEASE | VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

down the spine and makes one feel utterly at home in 
the Church. We in the Diocese of New Westminster have 
looked to Rupert to show us what the best of our Angli-
can musical tradition looks like and sounds like. It is a 
tradition that avoids a simple-minded view of the Divine 
while embracing holy simplicity. It is a tradition that in-
spires the soul, enlightens the mind, and, through the gift 
of music, confi dently leads us into an experience of our 
oneness in Christ.” 

The Most Reverend Melissa Skelton
Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province 
of BC and Yukon, and Archbishop of the Diocese 
of New Westminster (2014 – 2021) 

“Not since Healey Willan has Canada known such a pro-
lifi c composer of church music nor a church musician 
whose work is so widely appreciated. Bridging two cen-
turies, Rupert’s compositions possess the unusual quality 
of being very rooted in their time yet transcending that to 
join with the classical treasures of the Anglican choral rep-
ertoire. As a Cathedral Director of Music and Organist, 
he combines a deep sense of pastoral care with liturgical 
sensitivity. In every way his ministry as a church musician 
is outstanding.” 

The Very Reverend Peter Elliott DD 
Dean of the Diocese of New Westminster, 
and Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Vancouver, BC (1994 – 2019)

Please read the complete press release online at 
vst.edu/2020/12/10/vst-announces-2021-
honorary-doctor-of-divinity-recipient/

Th e Vancouver School of Th eology (VST) is delighted 
to announce that Rupert G. Lang has been selected as 
its  Honorary Doctor of Divinity recipient. 

Th is distinguished award is granted to individuals 
who exemplify the values of VST, and who have made 
signifi cant contributions through the integration of 
theology and practice of ministry in one or more of: 
theological scholarship, ecumenical dialogue, the life 
and ministry of the Christian community, and inter-
disciplinary scholarship involving theology with other 
fi elds. 

Rupert Lang holds a Bachelor of Music with Honours 
from the University of Manitoba, an MA (Music) 
from the University of Cambridge, St. John’s College 
(studying with George Guest, Gillian Weir and John 
Scott) and the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Certifi cate 
in Church Music, Th e Royal School of Church Music. 
He also holds Diplomas from Th e Royal College of 
Music and Royal College of Organists. In addition to 
serving as the Director of Music and Organist with 
Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver, since , 
Lang is the Founding Artistic Director of the Vancou-
ver Children’s Choir. His conducting and choral work, 
musical composition and performance as an organ-
ist has attracted national and global recognition. His 
many compositions have been published by Boosey 
and Hawkes, and recordings of works from around 
the world can be heard on YouTube. 

Th e outpouring of acknowledgements of Rupert Lang 
include: 

“Rupert Lang is one of those rare Anglican composers and 
musicians who can do it all: compose congregational 
choral music that is both complex and singable, play the 
organ Sunday after Sunday in a way that supports the 
spiritual life of congregants with excellence, and lead a 
choir Sunday after Sunday whose singing both sends chills 
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Supporting Cathedral Ministries
While in person gatherings have changed, the Ca-
thedral’s ministry has not stopped. New ways con-
tinue to be developed to allow ministries to contin-
ue their work. Your support is just as vital now as 
ever before, and there are several easy ways to make 
a contribution. 
If you normally support the Cathedral by leaving a 
donation in the collection plate, please consider sign-
ing up for automated giving if you are able. Sign up 
at thecathedral.ca/pages/give or by calling Vanessa 
Ho, Finance Administrator at 604.682.3848, ext. 21 
or email vanessa@thecathedral.ca.

You can also make a gift to support the ministries of 
Christ Church Cathedral on your smart phone! Just 
go to the App Store, choose the app “tithe.ly” — from 
the store, download, enter your information and… 
voilà — you can connect directly to the Cathedral 
and make your gift in whatever amount you wish.
Prefer to give by text? You can do that too! Text the 
word “give” to 639.739.0843 (the Cathedral’s tithe.ly 
text giving phone number) and follow the instruc-
tions on the screen. 

Th ank you for your support!

Please email Alicia and Jenn at 
communication@thecathedral.ca 
if you have any questions.

Our Websites
The Cathedral | thecathedral.ca
St. Brigid’s | stbrigid.ca

Our eNewsletters
The Cathedral | Sign up online at 
thecathedral.ca/contact and just click on 
the Sign up for our eNewsletter button 
on the bottom of the page. 

St. Brigid’s | Sign up online at stbrigid.ca/welcome.

Children, Youth, & Families | Contact the Rev. 
Jonathan Pinkney at jonathan@thecathedral.ca 
to sign up.

Events Calendar
thecathedral.ca/events/calendar

News | thecathedral.ca/news
Blog | thecathedral.ca/blog

@CCCVancouver

@cccvancouver

@vancouver_cathedral

@ChristChurchCathedralVancouver

IN THE EVENTS CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Morning Prayer
Monday – Friday | 9:30am

Experience Christmas Eve Services
Thursday | December 24 | 1pm & 8pm

Christmas Day Choral Eucharist
Friday | December 25 | 10:30am

WE HAVE 
A NEW WEBSITE!
GO TO
thecathedral.ca
AND EXPLORE!



St. Brigid’s is the Sunday Evening congregation of 
Christ Church Cathedral, a place where questions 
are honoured, faith is nurtured, and discipleship 
pursued.
You are welcome to this historic Anglican Cathedral 
Church in the heart of Vancouver located on the 
traditional territory of the Musqueam, Squamish, 
and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations.
We gather to share in the Eucharist, to be trans-
formed by our encounters with God and each 
other, and to be sent out into the world to serve. 
We aspire to live integrated lives, and to be 
agents of Christ’s reconciling, shalom-seeking, 
and justice-oriented love in the culture and cultures 
of which we are part.
The Rev. Marnie Peterson (our priest) provides 
leadership that helps us to grow more deeply in 
our Christian life and practice.
For more information on our Sunday gatherings 
and other opportunities to connect at St. Brigid’s, 
please visit stbrigid.ca. 

a ministry of christ church cathedral

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

5:30PM | ST. BRIGID’S EVENING PRAYER

 Presider Th e Rev. Marnie Peterson
 Preacher Th e Rev. Dixie Black

 Music  Ben Dobyns, Pianist

Vancouver, BC . Open Doors, Open Hearts, Open Minds
Christ Church Cathedral  

SUNDAY SERVICES
:am | choral eucharist | livestream
Th is is a Choral Eucharist service, complete with live 
music. In-Person services are currecntly suspended 
but this service is livestreamed on the Cathedral’s 
website and YouTube channel.

: pm | st. brigid’s evening prayer | zoom
Th is Evening Prayer service takes place via Zoom and 
includes live music by Ben Dobyns. Th e St. Brigid’s 
congregation welcomes everyone to take part in this 
ancient, traditional prayer that is prayed in a contem-
porary way.

pm | the service of compline
Th is is a timeless, contemplative, and centring service 
that seamlessly blends music, scripture, and prayer. 
Reminding us of God’s nearness in the darkness, as 
well as, in the light. Th is service is currently on hiatus 
until February 2021.

* Please go to the Events Calendar on the 
 Cathedral’s website for more information.

Th e Rev. Marnie Peterson 
Pastor to St. Brigid’s & the Maundy Café

604.682.3848, ext. 27 • marnie@thecathedral.ca


