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Christ Church Cathedral  

CATHEDRAL VISION | We envision a Cathedral which is radically inclusive, 
restlessly inquisitive, intentional, and inspired. This is a place that is called to 
lead and to serve, in communion and in community, with healing, reconciliation, 
and love, living out Christian mission. Together, we look to the power of Christ 
for the transformation of each person, this city, and the world. We recognize our 
history and traditions, while seeking renewal and growth. Curious and adaptable, 
this chorus has room for all voices. Whoever you are, wherever you come from, 
whomever you love, and regardless of what you may bring or are searching for, 
you are welcome here.



www.thecathedral.ca
..

Please do not leave valuables unattended

CATHEDRAL SERVICES & DAILY READINGS

welcome! Th ank you for joining the Cathedral community for worship during the Fourth Sunday in 
Lent. You are welcome to this historic Anglican Cathedral Church on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded 
territory of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations located in the heart of Vancouver. 
If you have any questions about the Cathedral, its ministries or congregations, please speak with a member 
of the Greeting Team, someone wearing a Cathedral name badge, or a member of the clergy. If you enjoyed 
the sermon this week, audio versions and sermon texts are available at www.thecathedral.ca or can be 
delivered to your email inbox through the Cathedral’s weekly email newsletter.
Please help us to be stewards of our resources by returning unused connection cards, bulletins and envelopes to the 
front desk for re-use or recycling. Th ank you!

 MONDAY, MARCH 23
  Gregory the Illuminator, 
  Bishop of Armenia, c. 322
  Daily Reading • Matthew 5:11-16

 TUESDAY, MARCH 24
   Lenten Feria
  Daily Readings • John 5:1-18

 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
  Th e Annunciation of the Lord 
  to the Blessed Virgin Mary
  Daily Readings • Luke 1:26-38

 THURSDAY, MARCH 26
  Lenten Feria
  Daily Reading • John 5:31-47

 FRIDAY, MARCH 27
  Charles Henry Brent, Bishop of 
  the Philippines & of Western New York, 1929
  Daily Reading •  John 17:20-25

 SATURDAY, MARCH 28
  Lenten Feria
  Daily Reading • Psalm 7:1-2, 9-12

 SUNDAY, MARCH 29
 Th e Fifth Sunday in Lent
 :am Choral Eucharist via Livestream
  Preacher: Canon Dr. Richard LeSueur
  Music: Rupert Lang, 
  Organist & Director of Music
  Daily Reading • Ezekiel 37:1-14
   Psalm 130
   Romans 8: 6-11 
   John 11:1-45
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To the Community of Christ Church Cathedral
from Canon Dr. Richard LeSueur

march , 

Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you. Not as the world gives, give I unto you. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled, nor let them be afraid.” (John 
14:27)

You have likely been anticipating a letter from your 
Cathedral as the world deals with the Covid-19 virus. 

Out of principal concern for the well-being and health 
of all, the Cathedral leadership team of your Wardens, 
Trustees, Vicar and myself, determined on Monday, 
March 16 to suspend all public worship at the Cathe-
dral beginning March 17 and for the time being. 

Archbishop Melissa Skelton has just written this after-
noon requesting the same of all churches in the Dio-
cese of New Westminster (please see letter on page 11).

Th e Cathedral staff  has been focused on shifting Sun-
day worship services online, complete with the pro-
duction of digital Sunday bulletins to enable at-home 
worship across the parish, and indeed the diocese. 

For many of us it may feel odd to log-into the Cathe-
dral website for worship at 10:30am on Sunday morn-
ing with cup of coff ee at hand. But try it. Download 
the bulletin in advance. Join in singing the hymns as 
Rupert leads the song of praise. Join in the prayers. 

Th ere was a time long ago when the people of Israel 
could no longer go to the Temple. Th ey asked, how 
can we still know God? If we cannot worship together, 
off er sacrifi ce, experience the magnifi cence, is the Lord 
of hosts still with us? And the answer came, “yes.” 

Th e Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge, 
(Psalm 46:7) and underneath are the everlasting arms. 
(Deuteronomy 33:27) 

We can do this. We will discover other ways of being 
the Body of Christ and faithfully give witness to the 
risen Christ in our midst. 

What your Cathedral staff  and leaders recognize is that 
a signifi cant opportunity is open before us at this mo-
ment to enlarge the ministry of the Cathedral in new 

forms. As public worship ceases across the diocese, the 
Cathedral can play a key role in the online presentation 
of excellence in worship, song, preaching, prayer and 
praise. We anticipate other Sunday liturgies such as 
Compline, and indeed the liturgies of Holy Week, to 
be added once the technical learning curve is complete. 

Archbishop Melissa wrote us on March 16, “I see this 
time as an opportunity for the Cathedral to strengthen 
its positive relationship with the rest of the diocese.” 

Your Cathedral is not closed. Our ministry and com-
munity will continue in new ways as we live with, 
Open Doors, Open Hearts, Open Minds. 

 • Please check the Cathedral website for new 
  postings of pastoral refl ections and updates on 
  our evolving ministry. 

 • Please know that you are in our prayers. 
  Let us keep connected, support one another 
  and especially reach out to the vulnerable 
  around us who might welcome a phone call in 
  their isolation, or assistance with groceries, etc. 

 • Please remember the needs of the Cathedral. 
  Your fi nancial support is very important 
  through this period. Consider going to 
  www.thecathedral.ca/donate to make an 
  additional donation of support or slide the 
  “Set up automated giving” button to join the 
  automatic giving. 

Th e great news of this past weekend is the appoint-
ment of our new Rector, the Venerable Dr. Chris Pap-
pas. He will join us on June 1 as a new chapter in the 
life of the Cathedral begins afresh (please see page 8 for 
more information). 

May I wish you good health, safety and every blessing 
in the Risen Christ. 

Warmly,
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Evening Prayer for Lent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Prelude

Presider Light and peace in Jesus Christ our hope.
All Th anks be to God.

Presider Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
All It is right to off er thanks and praise. 

Presider Blessed are you, God of our salvation,
 to you be glory and praise for ever.
 In the darkness of our sin you have shone in our hearts
 to give the light of the knowledge of your glory
 in the face of Jesus Christ.
 Open our eyes to acknowledge your presence,
 so that we may grow into your likeness from glory to glory. 
All Blessed be God for ever. 

Psalm 23 Th e Lord is my shepherd; * 
   I shall not be in want. 
  You make me lie down in green pastures * 
   and lead me beside still waters. 
  You revive my soul * 
   and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
  Th ough I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, * 
   I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; * 
   your rod and your staff , they comfort me. 
  You spread a table before me * 
   in the presence of those who trouble me; 
  you have anointed my head with oil, * 
   and my cup is running over. 
  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
All  Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:*
  as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.

Closing Song Amazing Grace (CP 352) Text: John Newton; Music: Melody Columbian Harmony; 
  adapt. Edwin Othello Excell; harm. John Campbell; New Britain 

 1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
  that saved a wretch like me!
  I once was lost, but now am found:
  was blind, but now I see.
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 2.  ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
  and grace my fears relieved;
  how precious did that grace appear
  the hour I fi rst believed!

 3.  Th e Lord has promised good to me,
  his word my hope secures;
  he will my shield and portion be
  as long as life endures.

 4.  Th rough many dangers, toils, and snares
  I have already come;
  ‘tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
  and grace will lead me home.

 5.  When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
  bright shining as the sun,
  we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
  than when we’d fi rst begun. 

Gospel A reading from John 9:1-41 

Reader Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
All Th anks be to God.

Th e Responsory
Presider  Incline your ear to me;
 make haste to answer when I call.
All Incline your ear to me;
 make haste to answer when I call. 

Presider  Lord, hear my prayer
 and let my cry come before you.
All Make haste to answer when I call.

Presider  Hide not your face from me
 in the day of my trouble.
All Make haste to answer when I call.

Presider  You endure for ever
 and your name from age to age.
All Make haste to answer when I call.

Presider  You will arise and have compassion on Zion, 
 for it is time to have pity upon her.
All Make haste to answer when I call. 

Th e Canticle  Th e Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, * 
   for you, Lord, have looked with favour 
   on your lowly servant.
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
   you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
   and holy is your name.
  You have mercy on those who fear you, * 
   from generation to generation. 
  You have shown strength with your arm * 
   and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
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  casting down the mighty from their thrones * 
   and lifting up the lowly.
  You have fi lled the hungry with good things * 
   and sent the rich away empty.
  You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, * 
   to remember the promise of mercy, 
  the promise made to our ancestors, * 
   to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Presider  Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
All as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever 

 Hear, O Israel 

All  Hear, O Israel,
  the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
  with all your heart,
  with all your soul,
  with all your mind,
  and with all your strength. 

  Th is is the fi rst and the great commandment. Th e second is like it:
  Love your neighbour as yourself. 

  Th ere is no commandment greater than these. 

Th e Prayers of the Community
Th e Litany is said or sung.
Presider Let us pray, saying, ‘Shepherd of souls, tend your fl ock.’ 
 May your holy people triumph over evil and grow in grace.
All Shepherd of souls, tend your fl ock.

Presider May candidates for baptism and confi rmation 
 live by every word that proceeds from your mouth.
All Shepherd of souls, tend your fl ock.

Presider May you guide the leaders of the nations 
 in the ways of mercy and truth. 
All Shepherd of souls, tend your fl ock.

Presider May the needy not be forgotten
 nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
All Shepherd of souls, tend your fl ock.

Presider May the sick in body, mind and spirit 
 know your power to heal. 
All Shepherd of souls, tend your fl ock.
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Presider May the poor in spirit inherit the kingdom of heaven 
 and see you face to face. 
All Shepherd of souls, tend your fl ock.

Additional intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings maybe off ered in silence or aloud. 
Among these concerns it is appropriate to remember 

Th e Week of the Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Presider God of the living, 
 through baptism we pass from the shadow of death to the light of the resurrection. 
 Remain with us and give us hope so that, 
 rejoicing in the gift of the Spirit who gives life to our mortal fl esh, 
 we may be clothed with the garment of immortality, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen.

Th e Lord’s Prayer 
Presider As Jesus taught us, and in the language of your heart, we now pray,
All Our Father/Mother in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing  All Will Be Well, All Will Be Well Blessing of Norwich

  All will be well; All will be well; 
  All manner of things will be well. 
  Repeat

Dismissal
Presider Let us bless the Lord.
All Th anks be to God.

Presider May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love.
All Amen.

All music is printed with permission: License #705, LicenSing – Copyright Cleared Music for Churches, & OneLicense.net #A-729001. All rights reserved.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,

I am very excited to be 
called to be your rector 
and by the endless possi-
bilities that lie before us to 
be beacons of light in the 
world through proclaiming 
God’s Kingdom. After read-
ing about your hopes and 
dreams in your profi le and 
speaking to the outstanding 

people on your search committee I can’t wait to meet the 
rest of you and be part of such a passionate and creative 
faith community. I look forward to meeting each of you 
over a cup of coff ee or other suitable beverage and hearing 
your stories, your ideas and your dreams for helping to 
make the World as it Is more like the World as It Should 
Be. I feel that I have been called to the best ministry in 
the entire North American Church and I can’t wait to see 
where God is taking us!

Huskies basketball teams and a soccer fan. Chris has 
acted in a number of Fringe Productions at Holy Trin-
ity where he also hosted their monthly Open Stage. He 
is active in promoting the Arts, supporting artists and 
providing good, life affi  rming art for the community.

Chris is married to Elisabeth Th ompson, a family phy-
sician and priest in the Diocese of Edmonton and they 
have four children between the ages of 12 and 24. 

Th e Ven. Christopher Pappas will begin his new role at 
Christ Church Cathedral on June 1, 2020. 

A brief message from the newly appointed rector: 

Th e wardens and trustees of Christ Church Cathedral 
are pleased to announce that the search for a new rec-
tor has come to a successful conclusion. Archbishop 
Melissa Skelton, working with the Cathedral Search 
Committee, has appointed the Ven. Christopher A. 
Pappas as the Cathedral’s next rector. 

Christopher brings a wealth of experience and knowl-
edge to Christ Church Cathedral. He grew up in the 
Greek Orthodox Church and was later received into 
the Episcopal Church. Chris was ordained deacon in 
the Episcopal Diocese of Eau Clair and priest in the 
Anglican Diocese of Edmonton where he most re-
cently served as the rector of Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church and Diocesan Archdeacon for Congregational 
Development. 

Because of this rich background in the wider church, 
Chris is a strong proponent of ecumenism and inter-
faith activities. He also has a deep love and reverence 
for the mystery of our faith and the rich liturgy and 
symbolism of the Anglican Church. 

In his time as an Anglican priest, Chris has served as a 
regional dean and a member of executive council; he 
has been involved in church growth and has served 
on various church and community committees. He 
has an MDiv. from Yale Divinity School and recently 
completed a Doctor of Ministry in Congregational 
Studies at Church Divinity School of the Pacifi c in 
Berkley, California. 

Before becoming a priest, Chris was a research scien-
tist; he has a PhD in Biomedical Science and worked 
as a research scientist at the Yale University School of 
Medicine. 

He is an avid reader of Science Fiction and Fantasy, as 
well as enjoying history and current events. Although 
retired from rugby and riding a motorcycle, he still 
enjoys yoga, cardio and weight training, bike riding, 
squash, snowshoeing as well as other physical activities. 
Chris is a fan of Monty Python, the New York Yankees, 
the Boston Celtics, and the University of Connecticut 

Christ Church Cathedral Welcomes a New Rector
the venerable christopher a. pappas

Th ere will be several opportunities to meet Chris once 
he begins his ministry at the Cathedral. Until then, 
if you have any questions regarding this appointment, 
please contact the parish trustees and wardens. 
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Please make your Chronicle submissions online at www.thecathedral.ca/communications-requests.
If you have any questions please contact Jenn & Alicia at communication@thecathedral.ca or 604.682.3848, ext. 26.

if you are visiting today… and are interested 
in becoming either a Member or a Friend of the Ca-
thedral, you are invited to fi ll in the Cathedral con-
nection card, add it to the collection plate or hand 
it to a greeter. Find out how you can participate by 
speaking to a member of the welcoming team. 

loop system in the nave and chancel, simply 
adjust the settings of your personal hearing device.
kneeler cushions are available in the Narthex for 
those who wish to kneel in prayer. 

CATHEDRAL NEWS & NOTES

Lent 2020 Gospel Read-A-Long Via Zoom
Monday Evening | March 23 & 30 | 7pm – 9pm
On Monday evenings in Lent — March 23 & 30 — we 
are gathering in our homes from 7pm to 9pm to get 
cozy, have some snacks and read the Gospels. Out 
loud. If you want to take part, please register online 
at gospelreadalong.eventbrite.ca. You will receive the 
Zoom information once you register for that gather-
ing. You are welcome to join them all or just some of 
the gatherings. Each week we will decide exactly how 
we’d like to read the Gospels out loud. 

Centering Prayer Via Zoom 
Tuesday Evenings | 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Centering Prayer is a silent prayer practice aimed at 
settling one’s attention upon the presence of Christ 
within. All are welcome to participate via Zoom on 
Tuesday evenings — March 24 is next —  in this sim-
ple healing practice reaching back to the early years 
of Christian faith. Join us from 6:30pm – 7:30pm. We 
pray in silence for 30 minutes and there is opportunity 
afterwards for group refl ection. Please contact Luke 
Primus for more details at lukasprimus@gmail.com.

Easter Flower Donation Collection
Th e annual collection for Easter flowers has been ex-
tended until Sunday, April 5. Please make your do-
nation online at www.thecathedral.ca/donate. In the 

“Give To” fi eld, click on the arrow and select “Easter 
Flower Dedications”. Please be sure to enter your dedi-
cation in the “Note/Memo” fi eld. Th ank you for the 
donations. Th e fl owers will add to the beauty of the 
Cathedral for parishioners and the many visitors who 
will tune in for our Easter Day livestream service!
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Dear People of the Diocese of New Westminster

First, let me say how grateful I am to all of you as you do your best to adjust to this ever changing situation in 
our diocese, region, country and the world as the COVID 19 outbreak continues to expand. 

The Reverend Canon Richard LeSueur, Interim Priest in Charge of Christ Church Cathedral (who is self
isolating on account of international travel) was speaking to me about the story of Jesus asleep in the boat in 
the middle of the storm and the disciples’ understandable fear that the boat would be swamped. Jesus 
awakens and calls a halt to the storm and then questions the disciples about their trust in him. In this COVID
19 situation part of me just wants to say, “Wake up, Jesus!” while another part of me has to trust that God is 
present in the middle of this storm, this weird, dangerous storm.

Let me just say that I feel privileged to be in the boat with all of you (even if we are not physically together) 
as we rock back and forth and as we do our best to be disciples of Jesus, even with all our fears, all our 
fatigue and all our questions at this time.

I was listening to an interview with Dr. James Towne, the medical director of the medical intensive care unit 
at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle. The interviewer asked him how the hospital was coping with the 
situation there. This is what he said: 

“You know, we're all preparing for the worst so that we can make sure that we still retain the ability to offer 
services that we normally offer as well as services for an expected influx of patients. There's a strong esprit 
de corps at Harborview and at a lot of hospitals like ours where we know that this is our job and we're here 
to help. But at the same time, you know, people are scared. People are not sure what's going to happen 
next.”

The interviewer then asked whether he had ever seen anything like this. 

“No,” he said. “A friend of mine said it best. This could be one of the defining moments in our careers or in 
our lives.”

Dear people of the Diocese of NewWestminster: let’s nurture our esprit du corps, the Spirit that animates
the Church itself. Let’s lean on one another as we meet a defining moment in our lives. It is a moment that 
none of us would ever have chosen for this world of ours. It is a moment that asks us to be a community 
rather than act as if we were only individuals, to share rather than hoard and to pray rather than panic.

With love and prayers for you all,



What is St. Brigid’s?
St. Brigid’s is the Sunday Evening congregation of 
Christ Church Cathedral, a place where questions 
are honoured, faith is nurtured, and discipleship 
pursued.
You are welcome to this historic Anglican Cathe-
dral Church in the heart of Vancouver located 
on the traditional territory of the Musqueam, 
Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations.
We gather to share in the Eucharist, to be trans-
formed by our encounters with God and each oth-
er, and to be sent out into the world to serve. We 
aspire to live integrated lives, and to be agents of 
Christ’s reconciling, shalom-seeking, and justice-
oriented love in the culture and cultures of which 
we are part.
Th e Rev. Marnie Peterson (our priest) and Andrew 
Stephens-Rennie (our community developer) pro-
vide leadership that helps us to grow more deeply 
in our Christian life and practice.
For more information on our Sunday gatherings 
and other opportunities to connect at St. Brigid’s, 
please visit www.stbrigid.ca 

Th e Rev. Marnie Peterson 
Pastor to St. Brigid’s & the Maundy Café

604.682.3848, ext. 27 • marnie@thecathedral.ca

parish office hours
Monday to Friday • 10am – 4pm

all in person services 
are temporarily suspended

sunday services
 8am Holy Communion | suspended
 10:30am  Choral Eucharist | livestreamed
 5:30pm  St. Brigid’s Eucharist 
  | evening prayer via zoom
 8pm  Gregorian Chant: 
  Th e Service of Compline | suspended

monday to friday services
 12:10pm Eucharist| suspended

thursday services
 7:30am  Eucharist & 
  Community Breakfast| suspended

saturday services
 9:10am  Eucharist| suspended

a ministry of christ church cathedral

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

Andrew Stephens-Rennie
Director of Ministry Innovation 

604.682.3848, ext. 27 • andrew@thecathedral.ca

5:30PM | ST. BRIGID’S | MINISTERING THROUGH LITURGY

 Presider & Preacher Th e Rev. Marnie Peterson
 Music  Ben Dobyns, Pianist


